
NOTES – R.C.C.C. UMPIRING COMMITTEE 12th SEPTEMBER, 2015 
 

AT LANARKSHIRE ICE RINK 

 

Present  Bill Duncan (Convenor), Billy Howat (R.C.C.C. President),Aline 
Hardie (Competition Co-ordinator), Giles Lomax (Coaching and 

Workforce Development Manager), Anne Malcolm (Umpire), Colin 
Melrose (Umpire), Alan Stanfield (Umpire), Brian Yeats (Umpire), 

Trevor Dodds (Board), Graham Lindsay (ASC), Jim Cullen (ASC). 
 

Apologies  Judith Carr (LSC). 
 

Welcome  

Bill welcomed Billy to his first meeting. 
 

Minutes  
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and had been 

posted on the website. 
 

Matters Arising  
Details of the introductory course are now on the website. Applications 

are to be submitted to the office and the course will be cost neutral.    
The issue of expenses for timers is ongoing and Giles is taking this 

forward.                    GLo 
Competitions committee representation – the CEO is reviewing the 

composition of all the committees.  Bill reported he has submitted a 
case for a second umpire committee member to be on the competition 

committee  

Timing at the Braehead Under 21 Slam – Brian had discussed this with 
the Organising Committee and the event was run with one clock visible 

to all teams and appeared to have the desired effect.                                                                                                                                  
   

W.C.F. Rules   
The committee discussed the issue of implementing the new rules and 

procedures which have just been agreed at the W.C.F. Congress but 
are too late for inclusion in our rule book for this season. As this 

situation will arise every year it was felt that a system should be in 
place to deal with it. The committee consider that through meetings of 

the Umpiring and Rules committees and the Board with email input 
from the Competitions Committee the more urgent issues could be 

adequately discussed during the month of September. The Board could 
then give approval for the changes to be implemented as “specific 

rules for this competition” or similar wording. This could be 

communicated to the teams through a T.M.D. or T.I.S. The Umpiring 



Committee recommend that this mechanism be used to achieve the 

aim of introducing at the earliest opportunity appropriate rule and 
competition changes for this season that were in the best interest of 

the sport in Scotland. This could be reviewed in the light of experience 
and applied to future seasons also. 

 
Allocations   

The responses to the allocations sent out last month were discussed 
and some changes made to allow for the availability of umpires. There 

are some regional “blackspots” which may require more umpires to be 
brought in from other areas.  

Anne will deal with any further alterations.                                   AM 
There will be no umpires allocated to the tour events which are 

qualifiers for the Scottish Championships this season.  An R.C. 
qualifying event will be required.  

Resignation from Jim Murdoch was noted and appreciation expressed 

of all the work he had put into umpiring. 
 

Refresher Day   
It was agreed that the day had been very successful and had appealed 

to all levels. The attendance was excellent with a record 57 umpires 
participating. 

A letter will be sent to L.I.R. thanking them for their hospitality.     BD 
A summary of the day will be sent out to all umpires and will include 

Alan Stephen’s email address so those interested in having a copy of 
his app can request one.             AS 

Jim, attending for the first time, was impressed by the content of the 
day and felt the time had passed very quickly. 

Giles felt it was a great start to the season and gave a brief 
explanation of how he plans to develop the model we currently have 

including firming up the individual roles on the committee and 

succession planning. The running of courses could be further brought 
into line with coaching and it is hoped to fund tutors. The implications 

of this will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

A.O.C.B. 
Billy noted that the W.C.F. is keen to encourage younger umpires. 

Alan will check that the competition forms on the website are up to 
date and in Word format for easy customising.                             AS 

           
 

Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting 7th January, 2015, 10.30am – Dewar’s Centre. 


