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Minutes of the 55th Annual General Meeting of the Ladies’ Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club held on Tuesday, 12th May 2015 a North West Castle Hotel, Stranraer, Dumfries & 

Galloway DG9 8EH at 2pm. 
 
Present 
Office Bearers: Mary Anne McWilliam (President), Marion Fraser (Vice President), Jan Howard 
(Junior Vice President), Gail Munro (Treasurer), Kate Caithness (Honorary President & Past President 
1997/98) 
 
Past Presidents: Sheila Watson (1993/94), Ena Stevenson (1999/00), Kathleen Scott (2001/02), 
Marion Murdoch (2002/03), Anne Malcolm (2005/06), Kay Gibb (2009/10), Brenda Macintyre 
(2010/11), Claire McLaren (2011/12), Jenny Bain (2012/13), Fiona Hardie (2013/14) 
 
Centre Representatives:  Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Margaret White (Ayr), Nina Clancy (Border), 
Elaine Semple (Braehead), Carolyn Nicoll (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), 
Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Helen Gordon (Kirkcaldy), Mhairi Baird (Lanarkshire), Helen Hally 
(Lockerbie), Cath McIntosh (Perth), Jeanette Kerr (Stirling), Maureen Parker (Stranraer), Shirley 
Morton (Waterfront), Ruth Addinall (SIAE) 
 
New Centre Representatives: Fiona McFarlane (Braehead), Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Shirley 
Jeans (Forfar), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Annette Blair (Waterfront) 
 
Invited Guests: Sue Howat (Ayr), Billy Howat (RCCC Vice President/Cumnock & District), Gina 

Aitken (Gogar Park Young Curlers), David Henderson (RCCC President/New Abbey), Frances 
Henderson (New Abbey), Naomi Brown (Stoneykirk)  
 
Individual Members (in alphabetically order by club):  Jill McEwan (Abdie Ladies), Judith Carr 
(Aberdeen Ladies), Sheila Harley (Aberdour), Ann Mitchell (Aberdour), Margaret Nicol (Ayr), Carol 
Simpson (Ayr & Alloway), Rhona Fleming (Ayton Castle), Margaret Robertson, (Ayton Castle), 
Margaret Lambie (Balcaskie), Elaine Crichton (Balruddery), Irene Doogan (Balruddery), Ann 
Ballantyne (Banchory), Elinor Ritchie (Bank of Scotland (Fife)), Anne Airey (Belmont October Ladies), 
Margaret Ecrepont (Beresford Ladies), Corrie Lawrence (Beresford Ladies), Christine Cheape (Blair 
Atholl), Ena Smith (Cadzow), Ann Turnbull (Cambo Ladies), Grace, Brown (Cambo Ladies), Jean 
Morton (Carnell), Alison Petrie (Carrington), Carol Scott (Carrington), Helen Young (Castle Kennedy), 
Janet McMillan (Castle Kennedy), Rita Mitchell (Castle Kennedy), Ann Gibb (Cawdor), Isobel 
Edwards (Corstorphine Ladies), Anne Marie Ross (Corstorphine Ladies), Vilma Kirk (Crieff & 
Ochtertyre), Aline Hardie (Crocketford), Sheila Watson (Cumnock & District), Margaret White 
(Dalmellington Craigengillan), Raye Rickard (Denny), Caroleen Clark (Druids), June Green 
(Dumfries), Hazel Wales (Dumfries Ice Bowl Curling Association), Jennifer Mutter (Dundonald), Lilian 
Axford (Dundonald), Patricia Petrie (Dunfermline Ladies), Dor Borthwick (Dunfermline Ladies), Lynne 
Stevenson (Dunfermline Ladies), Liz Cullen (Earlston), Margaret Brown (East Kilbride & Haremyres), 
Jackie Craig (East Kilbride & Haremyres), Christine Ross (Eskdale), Valerie Logan (Ford Ladies), 
Eleanor Denholm (Ford Ladies), Margaret Mauchline (Forth Valley Ladies), Isabell McLelland 
(Galloway Ladies), Liz Boswell (Galston Haymouth), Dorothy Bullock (Girvan Ladies), Sheena Boyd 
(Glasgow Ladies), Liz Paul (Glasgow Ladies), Fiona MacFarlane (Glasgow Ladies), Fiona Rutherford 
(Glenfarg Ladies), Jan Kay (Glenrothes), Helen Mathieson (Greenlaw), Annette Blair (Greenock 
Ladies), Pat Hughes (Hercules Ladies), Barbara McBride (Johnstone & District), Barbara McFarlane 
(Keir), Ruth Harkus (Kilsyth Ladies), Hugh Templeton (Kirkcowan), Jean McBlain (Kirkoswald), Pat 
Galloway (Kirkoswald), Betty Patterson (Kirkoswald), Helen Lyburn (Kirkoswald), Barbara Sherriff 
(Kirriemuir & District Ladies), Lauren Smith (Leswalt), Roberta McDowall (Limekiln Loch), Ilene Park 
(Limekiln Loch), Cathy Stevenson (Limekiln Loch), Beth Aitken (Limekiln Loch), Roberta Warwick 
(Loch Connel), Janette Sloan (Loch Connel), Mary Forster (Loch Connel), Beryl Niven (Loch Connel), 
Ena Drummond (Logan), Helen Smith (Lundie & Auchterhouse), Shelagh Fulton (Lynedoch Ladies), 
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Pamela MacKinlay (Muirdykes), Margaret Pottie (Nairn Ladies), Frances Henderson (New Abbey), 
Margaret Carruthers (New Abbey), Maureen Woods (Nithsdale Ladies), Nancy Gallacher (Nithsdale 
Ladies), Anne Templeton (Nithsdale Ladies), Margaret Harvey (Nithsdale Ladies), Edna Nelson 
(Orwell Ladies), Maggie Scott (Orwell Ladies), Carolyn Nicoll (Panmure), Shirley Jeans (Panmure), 
Patricia Boult (Penninghame), William Scott (Penninghame), Rita Drysdale (Perth Ladies), Margaret 
Cairns (Perth Ladies), Ann-Maree Davidson (Perth Ladies), Fiona Maxwell (Portpatrick), Catherine 
McWilliam (Portpatrick), Kathleen Stevenson (Portpatrick), Lyndsay Cumming (Portpatrick), Carol 
Maxwell (Portpatrick), Emma Sutherland (Portpatrick), Angela Derry (Portpatrick), Sally Farrell 
(Portpatrick), Christine Downie (Portpatrick), Christine Quinn (Portpatrick), Beverley Brown (Raith & 
Abbotshall Ladies), Dorothy Greenhorn (Raith & Abbotshall Ladies), Jean Robertson (Raith & 
Abbotshall Ladies), Anne Buchan (Raith & Abbotshall Ladies), Annie Kennedy (Sorn), Sadie 
Anderson (Sorn), Margaret Agnew (Sorn), Janice Ogilvie (Stirling & District Ladies), Isobel McCulloch 
(Stoneykirk), Mary Wallace (Stoneykirk), Margaret Sharp (Stoneykirk), Sheila Stewart (Stranraer Ice 
Rink), Marion McIntosh (Stranraer Ice Rink), Isobel Crawford (Stranraer Ice Rink), May Steel 
(Symington), Margaret Porteous (Threave Ladies), Jo Pegg (Uplawmoor), Annette MacDonald (West 
Stirlingshire Ladies), Janette Wilson (West Stirlingshire Ladies) 
 
In attendance: Christine Miller, Elizabeth Scott, Alastair McWilliam, Catherine McWilliam,  Nettie 
McGeoch, Anne Baird, A Bryson, Mima Strang, Sheena Murdoch 
 
1. Welcome 

President Mary Anne:  Welcome.  Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen. Welcome to 
Stranraer and the 55

th
 Annual General meeting of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 

Curling Club. 
 
I had invited Colin Smyth, the events champion for Dumfries and Galloway Council to formally 
open the meeting today: however he is busy chairing a meeting within the council this afternoon.  
He sends his sincere apologies and stated that he enjoyed the AGM last year and would have 
been present if available.  He said “It’s good to see the Presidency in the region once again and I 
am pleased to hear of the support you have had from your department within the council (he is 
one of the councillors in charge of my directorate) I hope the AGM goes well”  
 
Before I introduce everyone at the top table, could I please ask you to make sure your mobile 
phones are switched off and that you make yourself aware of the emergency exits.  In your 
booklet you will find a list of apologies received, obituaries, new and resigned clubs and the 
Ladies’ Branch accounts.  If anyone wishes to address the meeting please raise your hand and 
await invitation to make your way to the front.  Please state your name and club before making 
your remarks. 
 
I would now like to introduce the top table.  On my left we have Marion Fraser, Vice president and 
on my right Jan Howard, Junior Vice President.  Next to Jan is Sara Turner from the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club who is taking the minutes today.  Next to Marion is Gail Munro, our 
honorary treasurer. 
 
I’ am delighted to welcome our Honorary Vice President Kate Caithness OBE.  I am also 
particularly pleased to welcome Betty Grierson, President of the Ladies Branch in 1981-82 
(Applause) Auntie Betty as I know her, is the only other Lady President from Stranraer, as well as 
many of our Past Presidents who are also here today.  Could I please ask you to stand so that we 
can acknowledge your presence here today. (Applause) 
 
I would now like to ask all of our Ladies who have become Scottish Champions, medallists’ at 
World Championships this season to stand, so that we can acknowledge your great 
achievements. (Applause) 
 
Can I also ask the Scottish Lady Tourists that are going to Canada in November to stand? 
(Applause) 
 
Good Luck Ladies. 
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Our guests today include President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, David Henderson and 
his wife Frances, and Vice President Billy Howat and his wife Sue, please stand. (Applause) 
 

2. Apologies 
President Mary Anne: We have received apologies from Bruce Crawford, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, and Alastair MacNish, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. 
 
Past Presidents: Lucy Fleming (1978/79), Sandra South (1982/83), Mary Tyre (1986/87), 
Marjory McLachlan (1989/90), Kirsty Letton (1990/91), Alison McDermid (1996/97), Johan Steele 
(1998/99), Irene Hird (2000/01), Jeanette Johnston (2003/04), Joan Forrest (2004/05), Patricia 
Thomson (2007/08), Sheila Miller (2008/09),  
 
Centre Representatives: Kate Smith (Dumfries), Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield)  
 
New Centre Representatives: Lyn Brown (Stranraer) 

 
Invited Guests: Eve Muirhead (Dunkeld), Hannah Fleming (Lochmaben Castle), Rachel Hannen 
(Hamilton & Thornyhill), Rowena Kerr (Gogar Park Young Curlers), Alastair MacNish (Gourock), 
Vicki Adams (Portpatrick), David Hay (Dunning), Sarah Reid (Stewarton Heather), Anna Sloan 
(Hutton), David Aitken (Aberlady) 
 
Individuals: Marion McCormick (69), Isla Kinnear (Abdie Ladies), Margaret Palmer (Aberdeen), 
Jennie Duncan (Aberdeen Ladies), Lorna Alexander (Ayr), Roberta Forrest (Ayton Castle), Jane 
Robinson (Barbarians), Delphine How (Beechnuts), Mandy Graham (Beresford Ladies), Shirley 
Smith (Bon-Accord), Morag Bisset (Bothwell Ladies), Aileen Neilson (Braehead Wheelchair), 
Florence Walker (Bridge of Weir), Yvonne Birnie (Cairngorm Ladies), Lorna McGibbon 
(Cairngorm Ladies), Babs McIntyre (Castle Kennedy), Judith Towns (Comrie), Maggie Barry 
(Corstorphine Ladies), Yvonne Chalmers (Crossmyloof), Louise Edwards (Currie & Balerno), 
Sylvia Stevenson (Dalhousie Ladies), Pat Lyden (Druids), Margaret Richardson (East Kilbride & 
Haremyers), Janet Lynch (Errol), Naomi Hirst (Falkirk Ladies), Anne Mitchell (Falkirk Ladies 
1960), Anna Burnside (Falkirk Ladies 1960), Linda Mould (Forret), Morag Wellman (Fossoway 
Ladies), Shona Kilgour (Fothringham), Moira Yuille (Girvan Ladies), Rhona Thom (Granite City 
Ladies), Shelagh Main (Haddington), Jenny Stark (Heart of the Highlands), Margaret O'Neil 
(Hercules Ladies), Maureen Fraser (Highland Ladies), Anne Moore (Kinross Ladies), Karen Hart 
(Kinross Virtual), Evie Armstrong (Kippen), Kim Brewster (Laurencekirk), Brenda Elrick 
(Laurencekirk), Trudie Milne (Laurencekirk), Jackie Lockhart (Laurencekirk), Christine Reid 
(Lothian Ladies), Morag Erskine (Pitlessie), Jan Dobson (Maxwell Ladies), Joy Toshner (Maxwell 
Ladies), Rosie Andrews (Maxwell Ladies), Hannah Erskine (Meldrum & Daviot), Jean Carruthers 
(Midcalder), Janie Cameron (Millport), Gillian Campbell (Minnigaff), Rita Hallam (Port of 
Menteith), Kate Adams (Portpatrick), Fiona Watson (Rolling Stones), Carol Brown (Schiehallion 
Ladies), Margaret Hynd (Schiehallion Ladies), Lyn Brown (Stoneykirk), Margaret Lammie 
(Stranraer Ice Rink), Margaret Archer (Stra'ven Ladies), Aileen McCorkell (Troon Portland), Alison 
Hogge (UGIE), Judith Robinson (University of Dundee) 

 
Clubs: Belmont October Ladies, Brookfield, Dumbreck Ladies, Granite Ladies, Howwood 
 

3. In Memoriam 
During the season we sadly lost some of our members.  All the intimations have been noted and 
will be included in the annual.  I would ask that you all stand, if possible, for a minute’s silence to 
remember our friends who have passed away over the last year. (Those present stood for a 
minute’s silence) 
 
If you know of any deaths of lady members recently that are not listed in the booklet please notify 
Sara at the end of the meeting so that their names can be included in the minutes. 
 
Anne Stewart (Angus Glens), Dorothy Brown (Ayr & Alloway), Cathy Stirling (Benmore & Kilmun), 
Betty Hutcheson (Brookfield), Kitty Smith (Cambo Ladies), Betty Whiteford (Crawford Priory), Ella 
Gallanders (Dunfermline Ladies), Aileen Thomson (Dunfermline Ladies), Helen Anderson 
(Dunfermline Ladies), Dora Wardlaw (Dunfermline Ladies), Una Chalmers (Dunfermline Ladies), 
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Margaret Lambie (East Kilbride & Haremyres), Maureen Murray (Edinburgh Ladies), Isobel 
Woodrow (Erskine), Marianne Scobie (Falkland), Dor Rutherford (Glasgow Ladies), Christine 
Stephen (Glasgow Ladies), Julie Lyons (Granite City Ladies), Fiona Campbell (Inverness Ice Rink 
Ladies), Marion Johnston (Kilsyth Ladies), Mary Henry (Kirkoswald), Jean Pollock (Kirkoswald), 
Linda Lesperance (Laurencekirk), Betty White (Lyndoch Ladies), Maggie Carr (Nairn Ladies), 
Maureen Duncan (Perth Ladies), Myra Muncey (Raith and Abbotshall), Cherry Kennet (Ross-
shire Ladies), Vivian Macpherson (Ross-shire Ladies), Helen Lawson (St Boswells), Lyn Kennedy 
(Stratheden Ladies), Jean Ritson (Stratheden Ladies), Edna Taylor (Stra'ven Ladies) 

 
4. Minutes of the 54

th
 Annual General Meeting 

The minutes of the 54
th
 Annual General Meeting held at Easterbrook Hall, The Crichton, 

Bankhead Road, Dumfries on Tuesday 13
th
 May 2014 have been published in the Annual.  Can I 

take this minute as read? 
 
Could I have a proposer please? 
 
Proposer: Fiona Hardie (Past President): I would like to propose the adoption of the minutes of 
the 54

th
 Ladies Branch AGM held at Easterbrook hall, Dumfries on Tuesday 13

th
 May 2014. 

 
President Mary Anne: Thank you Fiona, could I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Brenda Sillars (Durisdeer):  I’ll second that. 
 

5. Business arising from the Minutes 
Does anyone have any matters arising from the minutes that will not be covered in the Agenda? 
If not, we will go onto the next item. 
 

6. New Clubs and Resignations 
President Mary Anne: New Club and Resignations of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club are 
listed in the booklet. 
 
New Clubs 2014-2015 
Ayr St Columba, Dalmellington Craigengillan, Darvel, Dumfries “Hub” Wheelchair, Dumfries Ice 
Bowl Virtual Club, Dundee Dragons, Harlequins, Lothian Wheelchair, Moray Virtual, Virtually 
Curlers. 
 
Resigned Clubs 2014-2015 
Auchencairn, Balerno High School, Clydesdale Bank (Perth), Cummertrees, Dundee Ice Arena, 
Galleon, Girvan, Inverness Teachers, Kirkcudbright Academy. 
 

7. President’s Report 
The next item is my President’s report.  I hope you are all sitting comfortably.  I cannot believe 
that 12 months have passed since Fiona made her President’s report in Dumfries.  It has been a 
very busy and enjoyable year for me as your President. 
 
The Ladies Stranding Committee (LSC) remains a focused and well organised group with a good 
record of communication.  During the past year LSC representatives have continued to represent 
the lady curlers of Scotland at our regular meetings.  The LSC comprises of 18 centre 
representatives and the executive committee.  This year we have held 6 meetings and 2 joint 
meetings with the Royal Caledonian Curling Club Board and Area Standing Committee (ASC).  
The Royal Club continues to send a representative to our meetings and we have Ladies Branch 
Representation on all Royal Club sub committees.  I have been invited to attend the Board 
Meetings of the RCCC which I have found very informative and enjoyable.  I must thank President 
David for proposing Ladies Branch attendance at the Board Meetings and the Board for agreeing 
to this.  Long may it continue. 
 
I can honestly say that being President of the Ladies Branch has been a wonderful experience, 
meeting lots of interesting people both at home and abroad and I have clocked up many 
thousands of road miles as well as air miles. 
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Just after the AGM in Dumfries I met with Bruce Crawford and David Henderson to decide who 
was going to represent the RCCC at National and International competitions. 
 
It was decided that the Lady President would attend the World Junior Curling Championships in 
Tallinn, Estonia and the Women’s World Curling Championships in Sapporo, Japan.  David and I 
split the domestic championships and agreed that we would both attend as many as we could, 
some individually and many were attended by us both.  We also visited the many under 17 and 
under 21 competitions as well. 
 
My first official duty in June was to attend the RCCC AGM in Perth. 
 
The Ladies Branch helped out at the RCCC stand at the Royal Highland Show where the fine 
weather meant a good attendance.  Ladies Branch assisted the RCCC President David 
Henderson and the RCCC staff looking after visitors to the stand.  Members and guests were 
provided with a glass of wine or tea and coffee and a biscuit or cake.  Thank you to all who 
contributed home baking, it was very much appreciated. 
On 1

st
 July the Executive Committee met to draw the Henderson Bishop Trophy.  We enjoyed a 

picnic lunch outside in the sunshine afterwards. 
 
Later in July President David and I attended the RCCC Junior Curling Camp at Stirling, held at the 
Peak Sports Complex.  We had lunch with some of the participants and coaches and observed 
curling as well as other sports and we were encouraged to take part too.  It was great to see the 
fun had by all involved, coaches as well as the youngsters! 
 
On Monday 11

th
 August I met Vice President Marion in Glasgow for a working lunch to discuss 

updates to the Ladies Branch Manuel.  On 25
th
 August I attended a rules meeting at Scottish 

Institute of Sport in Stirling. 
 
Tuesday 2

nd
 September was an LSC meeting at Ellersley House Hotel in Edinburgh.  The 15

th
 of 

September I met with the sub-committee to select outgoing Canadian Tourist in November 2015.  
On the 22

nd
 it was back to the Scottish Institute of Sport in Stirling for another rules meeting. 

 
Saturday the 27

th
 September was spent at Lockerbie at the under 17 slam.  My final outing in 

September was the 29
th
, when I went to Hamilton to meet with Anne Malcolm and the newly 

formed executive committee of the outgoing Canadian Tour.  All tourists had confirmed their place 
by this meeting and the first full meeting was planned for Monday 10

th
 November. 

 
On Saturday 4

th
 October Vice President Marion attended the under 17 slam at Kinross. 

 
Monday 6

th
 October Ladies Branch held a short meeting; we then headed to Murrayfield Ice Rink 

where we enjoyed lunch and a fun bonspiel. 
 
Friday 10

th
-12

th
 October the Senior Mixed Scottish finals were held at Stranraer.  It was great to 

be close to home for a change.  Only 12 teams entered this year but it still was a fun weekend 
with some very good curling. 
 
On Friday 17

th
 October I headed to Perth to watch Day 2 of the European play downs. 

 
I then attended my first Board meeting that was held at the Scottish Institute of Sport in Stirling on 
Tuesday 21

st
 October. 

 
Saturday 8

th
 November, I was at Ayr Ice Rink for a curlers court.  I replied to the toast to the 

RCCC. 
 
On Tuesday 11

th
 November after the Joint meeting and lunch, the LSC played at Perth against 

the Board and ASC in the annual match for the Priestfield Quaich.  The LSC were up until the 
final end when Vice President Billy ended our hopes of victory.  I attended the under 17 slam at 
Greenacres on Saturday 29

th
 November. 
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The final meeting of LSC for 2014 was held at Murrayfield Hotel Edinburgh as the Ellersley House 
Hotel had closed suddenly.  I understand that much of the old building has been demolished to 
make way for apartments. 
 
The Double Rink Championship was held at Stranraer from 5

th
-7

th
 December, I could get to like 

these competitions that are close to home. 
 
In 2015 my first outing was to the Fenton’s Rink, in Kent, for the Four Nations Competition.  This 
was a great fun weekend for all who took part.  The Scottish Ladies were again successful in 
retaining the Connie Miller Trophy from the English Ladies.  Wales will host the Four Nations next 
year, probably in Scotland.  The Glynhill International was held the same weekend and Vice 
President Marion attended on behalf of the LSC. 
 
On the 22

nd
 January I had the honour of proposing the Toast to Beresford Ladies Curling Club at 

their 60
th
 Anniversary Dinner held at Ayr Ice Rink.  Both my grandmothers played for this club and 

my mum and aunt still play for them.  The next morning I left early to head to Curl Aberdeen for 
the Scottish Junior Curling Championships.   
 
Another LSC meeting took place on Tuesday 3

rd
 February at the Murrayfield Hotel. 

 
I spent the 13

th
-15

th
 February at Lanarkshire Ice Rink watching the Scottish Senior Curling 

Championships.  A huge crowd attended on the Sunday which made for a great atmosphere.  
Next was the Scottish Curling Championships in Perth where I attended a joint meeting with the 
Board and ASC followed by a board meeting on the 19

th
 and I stayed in Perth until after the finals 

on the 22
nd

 February. 
 
I left Perth and drove to Kelso, via Edinburgh, for a night with my daughter Catherine.  Border Ice 
Rink hosted the Henderson Bishop Trophy where lots of Ladies enjoyed great curling and great 
fun. 
 
I managed just one night at home where I washed clothes, repacked and squeezed a trip to the 
hairdresser before heading up to Edinburgh to catch a very early morning flight to Tallinn in 
Estonia with Vice President Marion to attend the World Junior Curling Championships. 
 
We missed our connection in Paris so we had to fly to Riga, Latvia then on to Tallinn.  Our 
luggage was left in Paris so we had to manage nearly two days without our cases.  Both teams 
played very well, the girls won silver and the boys fought hard to win the bronze medals.  I was 
honoured and delighted to present the medals to the Scottish teams at the medal ceremony.  A 
report by Team Aitken will be given later from Gina Aitken and Naomi Brown.  We flew home via 
Amsterdam and made all our flights, unfortunately Vice President Marion’s case did not manage 
along with several of the player’s cases; however they were delivered later that evening.  I stayed 
with Marion at her home that night as we were attending the final of the Morton Trophy at Fife Ice 
Arena in Kirkcaldy the next day the 10

th
 March.  Honorary Treasurer Gail drove me back to 

Stranraer after the final. 
 
I had the luxury of 4 nights at home before heading back to Edinburgh for another early morning 
flight to London where I met Hew Chalmers of the WCF and we flew out to Tokyo and then on to 
Sapporo, Japan.  We missed our last connection, however our names were on a board with 
details of the flight we were now on and a member of staff provided us with boarding cards. This 
is service.  After a short flight we arrived in Sapporo where we caught the bus into the city and 
were dropped off at our hotel. 
 
Eve and the girls had some very good games and they had some very frustrating games and it 
was not to be far for them at this World Championship.  They were clearly disappointed however, 
their “form” was soon to recover to “top form” for the final contest of the season. 
 
During my week in Sapporo, I attended a traditional Japanese Reception given by the Hokkaido 
Local Government, sport and leisure department.  It was cushions on the floor, chopsticks and 
raw fish washed down with Sapporo beer and Saki.  I can honestly say it was one of the funniest 
and most enjoyable evenings I have had and the food was delicious. 
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In April, I attended my final LSC meeting and also my final Board meeting.  I also attended the 
first meeting of the incoming USA Tour sub-committee.  20 Ladies from the USA will be touring 
Scotland during November 2016. 
 
Ladies Branch continue to sell merchandise to raise money that goes towards funding incoming 
tours and competition as well as the general expenses of the club and we are grateful to everyone 
who has supported us by buying goods and or allowing us to sell items at their centre or event 
over the last year. 
 
Ladies competitions throughout Scotland continue to be well supported and I would like to thank 
the volunteers on our LSC who willingly give their time to support these events. 
 
During my year it has been a great honour to represent the RCCC and to support all teams and 
supporters at Nationals and International level and I am delighted to be able to report that all 
athletes representing Scotland at all levels were wonderful ambassadors for our great sport of 
curling. 
Now, I have many, many thanks to make, please bear with me- 
 
Thanks to David Henderson, President of the RCCC and his wife Frances and to Vice President 
Billy Howat and his wife Sue for their support and friendship throughout the year.  It has been a 
pleasure to be in office with David and it has felt like being part of a great team.  David is very well 
organised and thorough and I have enjoyed spending time with him and Frances and have very 
much appreciated their time and generosity. 
 
To WCF President, Past President and Honorary Vice President of Ladies Branch Kate 
Caithness, thank you, your support has been very much appreciated. 
 
Thanks to my Executive Committee, Marion, Jan and Gail.  Marion has accompanied me and 
filled in for me when double booked and has been a great support throughout my year in office. 
 
To all the centre representatives I have had the pleasure of working with over the past three 
years, grateful thanks. 
 
To our Past Presidents who have advised and guided me when required, thank you. 
 
To our minute secretary Ruth Addinall who has been so conscientious in recording an accurate 
and comprehensive minute of our committee meetings, thank you. 
 
To Bruce Crawford CEO and all his staff at Cairnie House with best wishes to Joan Young, who is 
undergoing treatment at present, we wish her well. 
 
Thanks must go to all the umpires, coaches and volunteers who give so willingly of their time. 
 
Thanks to my club Portpatrick and Stranraer Ladies, Stranraer Ice Rink and Ayr Curling Club for 
their support over the year. 
 
To my husband Alastair, daughters Catherine and Sarah and son Jay thank you all for supporting 
me and allowing me to carry out my duties.  Thanks you for looking after Max the dog while I was 
away gallivanting.  Normal service is now resumed. 
 
To everyone here today, thank you for your attendance and for allowing me the honour and 
privilege of being your President. 
 
A huge thank you to the McMillan family and all the staff at North West Castle for providing a 
magnificent venue, and to the ladies of Stranraer Ice rink, in anticipation of the goodies provided 
for afternoon tea. 
 
Once again, thank you all. 
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8. Treasurer’s Report 
President Mary Anne: We move on to the Treasurers report (Applause) I would now like to ask 
Gail Munro to give her Treasurer’s report. 
 
Treasurer Gail: Could I please add a personal welcome to you all, to my ice pad.  I spend 6 
months of the year pacing the ice pad and not realising how much pacing you actually do until I 
got a new IPhone 6 at Christmas time and somebody told me there is a built in pedometer, before 
the first session at 10 in the morning I can amass about 12,000 steps.  So that’s all very well in 
winter time but since I’ve stopped pacing the rink, I’ve put on half a stone already. Honorary Vice 
President Kate, Past President’s and President Mary Anne, honoured guests and Ladies, I have 
the pleasure in presenting the Treasurer’s report and accounts ending in year 31

st
 April 2015.  

You will find a copy of the balance sheet in your book.  The balance sheet is prepared by Alastair 
Hibbert at the Royal Club offices and we are very grateful to him for his continued support of the 
Ladies Branch and the excellent job he does on our behalf.  I extend a personal thanks to him for 
making my job a lot easier.  Now fortunately, there haven’t been many new transactions into the 
account, it has been quite quiet with transactions.  There is a very healthy income from sales of 
merchandise we made £1887, for which I would like to thank all centre reps for their help in 
merchandising.  Also, we received a very generous amount of donations from the Ladies’ centres 
for the International Fund- £935.  All of which contribute to a very healthy balance of an increase 
in the bank balance of £9838.  This in turn ladies allows us to be able to react in a positive way 
with requests in assistance and also allows us to be very generous towards those who succeed 
on the International stage.  Your assistance with the sales is very much appreciated and your 
income towards the International fund, so keep them coming.  
 
I do believe the balance sheet is self-explanatory although if you have any questions I would be 
delighted to try and answer them.  If there are no questions, I’m pleased to propose the adoption 
of these accounts. 
 
President Mary Anne: Could I ask for a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Elaine Telfer (Greenacres Ladies) 
 
President Mary Anne:  Thank you Gail for all your hard work for the Ladies Branch (Applause)  
 
(See Annex A of these minutes for a copy of the Ladies’ Branch Accounts for the Year Ended 31 
April 2015). 

 
9. CEO’s Report 

I would now like to call upon David Henderson, President of RCCC, to make a few remarks on 
behalf of Bruce Crawford, CEO of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  
 
President David: President Mary Anne, Ladies and the few hanging on gentlemen.  I’m 
absolutely exhausted just listening to what Mary Anne’s been up to over the last 12 months.  
Congratulations on everything you have done and indeed for your support.  Thank you very much 
indeed Mary Anne for the invitation to come along to your Annual General Meeting.  This is not a 
complete report but there are one or two things I thought i should mention.  The Board of course 
this year has a new Chairman- Alastair MacNish, this is Alastair’s second stint as Chairman as he 
indeed was the very first chairman for the Board of Directors of the Royal Club.  Alastair is hugely 
experienced in chairing large organisations and I have very much enjoyed working with him.  One 
of his major request is increased transparency now that doesn’t just happen overnight but I do 
hope that in a couple of years ahead under Alastair’s chairmanship we will see increased 
transparency in the Royal Club.   
 
You will be delighted to hear that the Board will be strengthened in the next year with Billy Howat 
coming on the Board as President.  Greig Henderson, who will be well known to many of you as 
Captain of the tour in Canada for the Strathcona Cup two years ago.  Rob Niven from Loch 
Leven’s Larder is also joining to strengthen the Board.  The Board will be further strengthened by 
me leaving it.   
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Just a couple of points- Cairnie House, is a place where the Royal Club has lived for many years, 
those who have visited Cairnie House will know just how inappropriate a place it is for the staff we 
now have.  It is not fit for purpose, and it is hoped that the Royal Club’s headquarters may be 
moving to Stirling in the not too distant future.  Also, in Stirling, plans are in place for a National 
Performance Centre and it had been hoped these plans would have progressed further than they 
have so far.  However, with the new Chief Executive in Stirling Council, there is a review group 
reviewing the plans and capital, so this performance centre could stand as a business.   
 
The Board of the Royal Club and British Curling are due to have a Joint meeting shortly and this 
will be the first occasion that both the boards have met.  Obviously the two boards have to work 
closely together.  We do have the same objectives but not necessarily agree on the best path to 
take, but I do think it is best that both Boards should meet jointly and discuss matters of interest.  
 
One of the delights of this year is the increased funding for Scotland to the Royal Club 
programmes.  This reflects the success of the Olympic teams last year.  It is important that we 
continue to get funding to the Royal Club and as so much funding comes from UK Sport on the 
back of the Olympic success we must persevere to continue to win the highest level to ensure 
increased funding for those throughout the sport.   
 
There have been one or two staff changes; I’m delighted to mention that Judith McCleary has 
been appointed to the role of Head of Development and Tony Zummack who was previously the 
Head of Coach for Wheelchair Curling has been appointed to Head of Coaching in the 
Performance Programme.   
 
We have been delighted to have awarded to us the responsibility of organising four major events 
over the next 5 years- The World Juniors, The Europeans, the World Wheelchair and in 2020 the 
World Men’s.  This is a huge honour to host these events and indeed lead to a lot of hard work.  
But I do believe that Scotland are well up to the challenge of ensuring that these events are a 
huge success and hopefully raise the profile of Curling in Scotland.  Thanks to Kate at the WCF 
for awarding those championships- we will try our very best. 
 
During the year, there has been extensive consultation on the Royal Clubs strategy for 2015-
2019.  Now I know that so many of you will have followed the consultative processes and I’m sure 
we will all be familiar with the six main items, but just in case there should be one or two who are 
not entirely familiar with them, I will run through them very quickly.  The first one of course is the 
supporting of ice rinks, our sport cannot be developed unless we have successful ice rinks who 
run successful businesses so we are very keen to support them, perhaps do better in our support 
of ice rinks.  We need to develop strong clubs, welcoming new members and attract new 
members and develop their skills.  The running of high quality International and domestic 
competitions is another key priority we need to have a dynamic workforce of coaches, officials 
and volunteers to enable those strategy items to be carried through.  We also need a strong 
player pathway with teams winning medals.   
 
I just want to mention the retirement of Bill Holland who is a fellow member of New Abbey Curling 
Club, Bill has been the Chaplain of the Royal Club for 29years.  He was planning on retiring a few 
years ago when Fiona Hardie came on as Junior Vice President of the Ladies Branch, Bill 
decided that he would continue to support Mary Anne, just as he was about to retire I was 
appointed Vice President so he had to do another couple of years.  He is finally retiring from his 
post at the AGM.  We will say more about Bill at the AGM.  I’m very hopeful that a new Chaplain 
will be announced at that time.   
 
Mary Anne has mentioned that the staff and that I’m sure if Bruce was standing here he would 
mention the staff, they all work very hard for us all and indeed need our support for this complex 
organisation, it’s not possible to get it right tall of the time but they do work hard and I want to 
register my thanks to them. 
 
Mary Anne has pinched my highlight of the year and that was the Ladies Branch President being 
invited to attend the Board meetings and I do hope that this is continued in the years to come.  
Finally, I would just like to acknowledge the work of Ladies Branch.  The Ladies Branch make an 
immense contribution to the Royal Club.  Thank you all very much. (Applause) 
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President Mary Anne: Thank you David  

 
10. Report on Ladies’ Competitions 

President Mary Anne: We now move on to Item 10 which is the reports on Ladies Competitions. 
 

a. The Scottish Women’s Championship: Six teams entered this competition which was 
played in a double round-robin format, in Perth.  The final was between Skip Eve 
Muirhead with team Anna Sloan, Vicki Adams and Sarah Reid who beat Hannah Fleming, 
Lorna Vivers, Alice Spence and Abigail Brown.  Team Muirhead would go on to represent 
Scotland at the Women’s World Curling Championships in Sapporo, Japan.  There will be 
a World’s report later. 

 
b. The Scottish Junior Women’s Championship:  The finals were played at Curl 

Aberdeen in January, eight teams entered.  The Junior Women’s final was between Team 
Gina Aitken, Naomi Brown, Rowena Kerr and Rachel Hannen and Team McDonald with 
Lesley Young, Louise Joiner and Beth Dandie.  Gina’s team won and earned the right to 
represent Scotland at the World Junior Championships in Tallinn, Estonia.  We will hear 
Gina’s team report later. 

 
c. The Scottish Senior Women’s Championship: Held at Lanarkshire Ice Rink.  14 

entries were received making 2 sections of 7.  The final was between Christine Cannon 
and her team of Margaret Richardson, Isobel Hannen and Janet Lindsay and Kay Gibb’s 
team of Carol Scott, Elinor Ritchie and Margaret Archer.  Team Gibb were the winners 
and would go on to represent Scotland at the World Senior Curling Championships in 
Sochi, Russia. 

 
d. The National Masters Women’s Championship: Held at Greenacres Ice Rink from 5

th
-

8
th
 March.  I missed this competition as I was in Tallinn at the same time.  Team 

Robertson- Margaret Robertson, Venetia Scott, Gillian Smith and Liz Cullen beat Team 
Barr- Mary Barr, Dor Borthwick, Wilma Brownlie and Ena Stevenson in the final. 

 
e. The Henderson Bishop Trophy: 120 teams entered this competition, 20 teams qualified 

for the final.  Border Ice Rink hosted this competition and Nina Clancy and her committee 
did an excellent job.  The final saw Jenny Barr, Susan Kesley, Fran Stretton and Morna 
Aitken from Murrayfield 1 beat Border 2 team of Fiona Hodge, Helen Forbes, Ann 
McCauley and Maggie Wright.  In the Low Road final for the Cherrystone, Lanarkshire 1 
skipped by Marion McDonald with Mhairi Baird, Jackie Craig and Carolyn Morrison were 
beaten by Naomi Whyte, Fiona Telfer, Caroline Donaldson and Sarah Wood. 

 
f. The Morton Trophy: The semi-finals were Ayr v Braehead and Kinross v Perth.  The 

final was between Ayr and Kinross and Ayr were the winners taking 2 of the 3 games. 
 
g. The Unders and Overs: It is hoped to have an individual entry competition for ladies held 

within the central belt to replace the unders and overs competition.  Details will be 
announced soon. 

 
11. Reports of the Women’s International Championships 

President Mary Anne: Now we move on to the Women’s International Championships.  First of 
all I’m going to ask Vice President Marion Fraser who will give a report on behalf of Team 
Muirhead.  This will cover the European Championships in Champery and the Women’s World 
Championship in Sapporo, Japan.  Marion- 
 
Vice President Marion: Afternoon Ladies and I know I look nothing like Eve Muirhead.  First of 
all, the European Championships 2014, Champery. 
 
President Mary Anne, Ladies and Gentlemen.  After a long days travelling we finally arrived in 
Champery for the European Championships.  The team were in good spirits and ice was good 
and we began our quest for medals. 
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We kicked off with Denmark.  Not our best game but we hung in there and managed to see out a 
victory.  It’s always good to start with a win in major championships.  Next few games we 
struggled but we knew as a team we were stronger and capable of more so we sat down sorted 
everything out and we came back with much needed wins. 
 
We secured our place in the place in the playoff stages and we were to face Denmark in the ¾ 
page game.  We were strong and determined but the Danes proved too strong a unit to be taken 
down by us.  In the ½ page game unbeaten Russia were playing Switzerland.  Swiss saw that one 
out and were once again going to be in the final playing for gold.  Russia then beat Denmark in 
the semi-final which meant we were going to be facing Denmark in the bronze medal game.  After 
we had suffered a loss to the Danish in page, we had a point to prove and we were fearless in our 
quest.  We knew we had to pull out our best game in order to overturn them and we did just that.  
People say curling is easy when you take your 2’s with hammer and force 1’s and that is exactly 
how the game went…textbook! We’d won the bronze medal! 
 
It was great to have made the podium for this newly formed team this season with Sarah coming 
in! She’s been fantastic. 
 
Thanks to the coaches and support staff for their efforts throughout the week and 5

th
 man Lauren 

for all her hard work.  Thank you. 
 
Vice President Marion: That was a good report there from Eve (Applause) and the second report 
is the World Championships 2015, Sapporo, Japan. 
 
President Mary Anne, Ladies and Gentlemen.  The chance of playing the World Ladies in Japan 
was fantastic. It’s never easy to win the Scottish title but we remained focussed and achieved our 
first goal. 
 
We arrived into Sapporo and spent a couple of days there training at the local club, which was a 
great facility and yes…a little bit of shopping too! 
 
Onto the Championship we went.  The venue was fantastic.  5000 seat stadium but I’ll be honest 
the crowds were a little disappointing throughout the week but we have to remember the sport is 
only beginning to grow over there and believe me soon it’ll be huge.  With one of the strongest 
world field I’ve ever seen we knew it was going to be a tough week and that’s what it proved to 
be. 
 
We put ourselves in the position that we had a tie break to qualify…After beating China in the tie 
break, which was probably our best game of the Championships; our first goal was made which 
was to make playoff stages.  Next up was Russia in the page 3v4 game.  On the back foot from 
the start this year it wasn’t to be and unfortunately we wouldn’t be fighting for that gold medal like 
2 years before in Latvia. 
 
We had to sit off a day and wait for the bronze medal game.  Our opponents were Russia again! 
Surely 3

rd
 time lucky?! Nope…we went out aggressive and put ourselves in the position the steal 

the first end but with my last rock just not curling enough it left them a straight forward shot for 5.  
Game over! 
 
Gold went to Switzerland with Alina Patz playing a fantastic last stone, Silver Canada and Bronze 
of course Russia. 
 
We always travel with an array of support staff & coaches and the team would like to thank all the 
people who have worked with us throughout the last year.  Thanks to the Scottish Institute of 
Sport and all our sponsors.  Also to the many supporters who have travelled country to country, 
flying our flags and a special thanks to our 5

th
 Lauren. 

 
Can I lastly just say thanks to my team for the commitment they have shown over the last year on 
and off the ice.  We’ve had without a doubt a fantastic season from qualifying in several 
ECT/WCT events, winning two Grand Slam events in Canada, one being the pinnacle of all 
events- The Players Championships (where we got revenge on Russia in the final!), European 
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bronze medallists, European Tour Masters champions, Scottish Champions and of course 4
th
 in 

the World.  Yes the world’s wasn’t the outcome we wanted but all these events are stepping 
stones and learning points for us to improve and come back even stronger next year.  Thank you. 
 
Vice President Marion: I would just like to say well done Eve on the two good reports.  I have 
heard Eve speaking at the Championships up in Perth and various other events and she is 
actually a very good speaker and a very good ambassador for us.  As most of you know she is 
down in London at a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace at the moment and those of you who 
read the Courier and read Eve’s page where she said that she is hoping to have a wee blether 
about Curling with the Queen. Well done Eve (Applause) 
 
President Mary Anne: Thank you Marion, if I can just reiterate well done to Eve.  I would now 
like to call upon Gina Aitken and Naomi Brown to give a report on the World Junior Curling 
Championships. (Applause) 

 
a. The Wold Junior Curling Championships:  

Gina Aitken (Gogar Park Young Curlers) and Naomi Brown (Stoneykirk): In March this 
year our team headed off for Tallinn, Estonia for our second shot at the World Junior 
Championships.  We had learned a lot from our previous experience and trained hard 
throughout the season so were as prepared as possible. 
 
The events organising committee did a great job, everything ran smoothly with the transport 
and accommodation; and the arena itself was perfect with great viewing opportunities for 
supporters. 
 
The teams competing were of a high standard, so we had to work hard for every game.  With 
a few less extra ends this year, we felt more calm and confident and our hard work paid off as 
we earned ourselves a place in the final against defending champion Kelsey Roque and her 
team.  Going in to the competition, our aim was to be in a medal winning positioning so we 
are very proud to have brought back a silver medal for Scotland. 
 
On behalf of the team we would like to thank the RCCC, British Curling and our sponsors for 
their continued support; especially to our on-ice coaches and team coach who dedicated an 
enormous amount of time helping us over the season.  Last but not least, we would like to 
thank everyone who supported and wished us luck, and the Scottish fans who are always the 
most vocal and encouraging.  We really appreciate everyone who has helped us achieve our 
goals this season, thank you. (Applause) 

 
b. The World Senior Women’s Championship:  

President Mary Anne: Thank you Gina and Naomi, can I finally call on Kay Gibb to give us a 
report on the World Senior Championships.  Kay (Applause)   
 
Kay Gibb (Northern Lights): President Mary Anne, Ladies and Gentlemen. At the 2007 
Ladies AGM in Hamilton, Carolyn Morris was in the process of moving back to Canada and 
asked if I would read her report on her trip to the Senior World Championships in Edmonton.  
A daunting task, but one that I was thrilled to do as Carolyn was and still is a wonderfully 
ambassador for our sport and to curl for her and with her is always a privilege. 
 
At that time I never in my wildest dreams imagined that I would have the opportunity to be 
standing in front of another Ladies Branch AGM reading my own report for a Senior World 
Championships.  This came about after my fantastic team of Carol Scott, Elinor Ritchie and 
Margaret Archer won the Scottish Senior Ladies Championships at Hamilton in February. 
 
We certainly surprised ourselves and I am sure a few other people to.  On the eve of the 
competition my 3

rd
 player Kate Henderson was injured and after a frantic phone call to Carol 

we persuaded Margaret Archer to join us.  Well, it was more like Margaret please turn up at 
Hamilton Ice Rink at 8am on Wednesday we need you!!  We had never played as a team 
before and thought that if we managed to win a few games that would be great and this we 
did.  We were enjoying the great camaraderie and crack that makes the Scottish Seniors such 
a special event and somehow we just kept on winning. 



13 

 

 
For a few days after we were all on cloud nine and really had very little idea what we let 
ourselves in for.  Our next outing as a team was to be Sochi in Russia but this time as Team 
Scotland.  Wow what an honour! 
 
The official paper was signed , medical forms were completed, sizes were given four our on 
ice kit, which arrived just in the nick of time and the girls went off to Slater’s to be fitted out 
with Blazers. 
 
We were delighted when Judith Carr accepted to come as our 5

th
 man and as Carol’s friend 

Alison was coming out to support she was the natural choice to help as our coach.  We are 
very grateful to Cate Brewster who took us under her wing for a day in Perth, providing us 
with lots of important information both on and off the ice.  Keep practicing she said, stay calm 
and enjoy every moment of your experience.  So that’s just what we tried to do. 
 
Elinor and her mum Jan got to work organising our gift bags.  We would like to thank our 
sponsors- The Dundee Courier, Strutt & Parker and Alan Duthie for their generous support.  
We also received support from the Bruce Trust, Fife Council, Lanarkshire Wheelchair Group, 
East Kilbride Sports Trust and Carrington Curling Club.  The Royal Club also provided funds 
which meant that all our team expenses were covered. 
 
After many emails to the mysterious Anastasia in Sochi, the documentation was received on 
the 27

th
 March which allowed us to apply for our Russian Visa’s.  Next stop Edinburgh for us 

all to have our finger prints taken and to hand over our passports.  Phew! Another box ticked.  
On the 14

th
 April we all met up at Edinburgh Airport with our supporters Judith, Ian and Bill 

making a party of 9.  We were off to Sochi the home of the 2014 Winter Olympics. 
 
We arrived a couple of days early to get acclimatised, get our bearings and get used to the 
warmer weather.  We were to play all our games in the Iceberg Training Arena which during 
the Winter Olympics was used as a warm up arena for the figure skating which took place in 
the Iceberg Arena.  All the buildings were fantastic.  It has been laid as a 5 sheet ice pad- just 
like at any other major World Championship.  To curl on arena ice was I believe, a first for 
senior curling as was the use of computer technology to declare your team before each 
game. 
 
From that first day our time in Russia just flew past, rather like the touring cars on the Formula 
One track which were practicing for a big race later that month. 
 
13 Ladies took part in 2 sections.  We were in section A and unfortunately we lost our first 
game to Japan.  We bounced back with wins against Russia, Finland and Czech Republic but 
then suffered losses to the 2 strongest teams in our section Switzerland and Sweden.  In our 
game against Sweden, Elinor suffered a fall which forced her to go to the hospital for a 
precautionary x-ray.  This meant that Judith came on for a few ends.  Sadly, we did not 
progress to the knock out stages but like true Scottish curlers we had given it our best shot.  
The ice was excellent, the organisation- fantastic. 
 
We have all learned so much from this experience both about the game and ourselves.  We 
have made many new curling friends and look forward to meeting them on our future curling 
journeys. 
 
On behalf of my team of Carol, Elinor, Margaret, Judith and Alison, can we give a huge thank 
you to all who followed our ups and downs throughout the Championships on the web and for 
the many good luck wishes we received before and during our trip.  To our supporters my 
husband Bill, Margaret’s husband Ian and Elinor’s sister Judith who cheered us on from the 
stands and who kept us well fed and watered. 
 
It was an honour and a privilege to represent our country.  Thank you (Applause) 

 
President Mary Anne: Thank you Kay, I’m now going to move over to the lectern as we have 
a few presentations to do. 
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12. Presentations 
a. Morton Trophy 

President Mary Anne: Can I please call on Ayr representative Margaret White to come 
forward and accept the Morton Trophy on behalf of her centre. (Applause) 

 
b. Scottish Champions: Unfortunately, we don’t have any of Team Muirhead here today as 

they are at Buckingham Palace for the Garden Party.  But I have received a lovely thank 
you from them, so I don’t mind being stood up as it is the Queen. 

 
c. World Junior Silver Medallists 

President Mary Anne: I have gifts for the World Junior Silver Medallists, can I ask Gina 
Aitken and Naomi Brown to please come forward and accept their gift for their success in 
the World Junior Championships (Applause) 

 
13. Election of Office Bearers 

President Mary Anne: Next we move on to the Election of Office Bearers and first of all I have a 
very special election.   
 
It gives me enormous pleasure to propose Kate Caithness OBE as Honorary President of the 
Ladies Branch.  As Honorary Vice President Kate is a great supporter of Ladies Branch and it has 
been a pleasure to have had her support and company at events home and abroad this past 
season. 
 
Kate is a Past President of Ladies Branch 1997-1998 and is current President of the WCF.  Kate 
has previously attended LSC to report on ECF and WCF matters and is a font of knowledge on all 
matters curling.   
 
Kate, can you please come forward and receive a token from LSC and say a few words 
(Applause) 
 
Honorary Vice President Kate Caithness: Fabulous, can I say this has been a huge honour and 
who would have thought that following my 1991 tour to the USA the tour girls encouraged me to 
stand for Junior Vice President, I would be here almost 25 years later to be a recipient is a huge 
honour.  I have to tell you curling worldwide has taken on some great shape, widely recognised as 
the fastest growing winter sport.  But here in Scotland all you Ladies here help support women’s 
curling and long may it continue.  I have to thank all the supporters who have travelled; the 
Scottish support this year has been unprecedented.  
 
I would like to thank Mary Anne and the LSC Committee for extending me this honour and I can 
promise to attend as many meetings and events as possible and do my very best to support the 
LSC and you the curlers.  (Applause) 
 
President Mary Anne: Thank you Kate, it’s an honour to have you on board. 
We move on to the nomination for President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Clubs Ladies 
Branch and I would like to nominate Marion Fraser.  It has been an absolute pleasure working 
with Marion and she has been a huge support to me throughout the season. I know she will be   
an excellent President and will carry out her duties with much enthusiasm and commitment to 
Ladies Branch and I have no hesitation in nominating her to you.  Can I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Margaret Lambie (Balcaskie): President Mary Anne, Honorary President Kate, Past 
Presidents, Sister Curlers and guests, I have much pleasure in seconding the nomination of 
Marion Fraser as President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club Ladies Branch.  Marion is a 
very keen curler, a past president of her mother club Strathkinness, past president of East Fife 
Province and Kirkcaldy Ladies Centre, Ladies Branch. 
 
She is currently president of Cambo Ladies Curling Club and a member of Kirkcaldy Ladies.  She 
has completed her years of office as Junior Vice President and Vice President of Ladies Branch 
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Royal Caledonian Curling Club having carried out her duties and engagements with enthusiasm 
and diligence. 
 
While doing so, she has enjoyed acquainting herself with many new people and with the practices 
of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  Over the past year she has served on the Review 
committee and the Club and Membership Committee. 
 
She has attended National and International competitions accompanying President Mary Anne to 
the World Junior’s in Tallinn. 
 
Her interest is in supporting curling at all levels and in the future and well-being of the sport. 
 
With confidence I second Marion as President and wish her all success on behalf of Kirkcaldy 
Centre Ladies Branch and East Fife Province.  (Applause) 
 
Outgoing President Mary Anne: Thank you Margaret.  It gives me great pleasure to hand over 
the badge of honour to President Marion and the Presidents Rose Bowl.  Marion I wish you a 
happy and successful year.  (Applause) 
 
President Marion- Introductory Speech: Past President Mary Anne, Honorary President Kate, 
can I just say I am delighted that you are now Honorary President.  Kate you are simply an 
inspiration to us all.  Past Presidents, Sister curlers and guests. 
 
Thank you Mary Anne and Margaret for their kind words of assurance and encouragement.  It is 
both an honour and responsibility to represent you all.  Two years ago I was loaned the book by 
Marjorie Broach on the first 25 years of the Ladies Branch and subsequently read Sheila Millers 
second 25 years- both were interesting and informative but also really scary- it made me realise 
the work and dedication shown by our Past Presidents and this has been even more apparent as 
I have worked with our more recent Presidents.  I will try hard to live up to their example. 
 
I was born in Kirkcaldy and my first steps in curling took place in Kirkcaldy a good few years later 
and my journey in the Ladies Branch started with Kirkcaldy Centre. 
 
Thank you to my mother club Strathkinness, the Kirkcaldy centre and Cambo Ladies and 
Kirkcaldy Ladies for all their support and good wishes and also to all the other sister curlers from 
Kinross- my second home- and elsewhere, who have wished me well, it is much appreciated. 
 
I have now been part of four consecutive LSC’s- thoroughly working with you all- good times- I 
look forward to the return of some Kent faces and welcoming the new centre reps in this next 
year, which for us starts in June.  Together, we will work together to support our lady curlers and 
maintain our very effective place in the structure of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  We have 
had a good working relationship with retiring President David Henderson, and I now look forward 
to the same with Billy Howat, the incoming President. 
 
As most of you know my mother and father and late husband Murdo who were all involved in 
curling they have passed on and I cannot share this experience with them.  However, I have great 
support from my own family- son, daughters and grandchildren.  Daughters Kirsten and Jane are 
here with us today.  (Applause) 
 
I think i realised I didn’t start with formally accepting this position, thank you very much, as I have 
said before it is an honour to represent you all. 
 
Finally, a very important thank you to Mary Anne.  As many of you know she has worked very 
hard this year, representing and supporting our lady curlers (and in Tallinn, the boys as well) 
 
At home, first and foremost chairing the Ladies Standing Committees in an efficient and friendly 
manner, travelling up and down the country, well from Stranraer mostly up! although, there was 
the trip to the Four Nations in Kent.  From Morton to Henderson Bishop from Ashams to Scottish 
Championships and much more. 
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Abroad- to Tallinn and Sapporo.  In Tallinn, I saw Mary Anne as a superb ambassador for Ladies 
Branch and the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  What a good time we had and another learning 
experience for me as I followed in Mary Anne’s wake most of the time.  She did look back from 
time to time to make sure I was there! 
 
Generous and loyal- I will miss you greatly- but we all wish you well.  More time for Curling, for 
Alastair and a daughter’s wedding to look forward to. 
 
Mary Anne please accept this Past President’s badge and this gift as a mark of appreciation of all 
you have done for the Ladies Branch this year.  (Applause) 
 
Election of Vice President (Season 2014-2015) - Jan Howard (Reform):  We now move to the 
election of our Vice President for 2015-2016 and I am delighted to propose Jan Howard as Vice 
President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
As Junior Vice President, Jan has worked well with Mary Anne, Gail and myself over this past 
year.  She is treasurer of the outgoing tour to Canada in November and has started planning for 
the incoming tour in November 2016.  Jan is still actively involved in coaching so she is going to 
be even busier lady in the future. 
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Elaine Telfer (Greenacres Ladies): Good afternoon, Honorary President Kate, 
President Marion, Immediate Past President Mary Anne, all Past Presidents, sister Curlers, and 
Vice President, Ladies and a couple of Gentlemen.  I’m especially pleased and delighted to 
second the nomination for Jan in her position of Vice President, Ladies Branch of the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club.  
 
Anyone here, who knows Jan, and her swinging Kilt, would say she is certainly not a newcomer to 
the Roaring Game, having started at Crossmyloof, and also coming from a family with four 
generations of players (past and present).   
 
Jan retired from a career in education four years ago, having been at the frontline, so to speak, 
teaching in secondary schools then progressing to Local Authority Management (some would say 
that is still frontline!).  This has allowed her more time to immerse herself in curling! 
 
Her mother club is Reform Curling Club and for the last year she has been an excellent secretary 
for Greenacres Ladies Curling club. Not only that, Jan is also Past President and continues to be 
an active and supportive member of the Greenacres Ladies Branch committee.  I can say this 
with truth and conviction, as I’m currently president of both! 

 
Jan loves to encourage those who play the sport and currently is the lead coach of the Waterfront 
Junior Curling Club and coach educator for the RCCC. 
 
This year a group of our Lady curlers will be participating in the outgoing Canadian Tour in 
November.  Jan being one of them is their treasurer. 
 
During this past year, as Ladies Junior Vice President, Jan has had new duties and roles to 
undertake or perform and gave her commitment to understanding the workings of the RCCC, 
through attendance at a range of committees, LSC meetings and events. 
 
These many years of playing curling, not only in Scotland but internationally, along with what I 
have just imparted, stands Jan in good stead to undertake the role of Vice President, Ladies 
Branch. 
 
This, and knowing her personally, gives me no hesitation to second her nomination for this role.  
Greenacres Ladies Branch and her fellow club members wish her well in this new role and offer 
their full support.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
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President Marion: Thank you Elaine.  I would now like to present Jan with her Vice President’s 
badge and ask her to say a few words. 
 
Vice President Jan: Honorary President Kate, President Marion, Immediate Past President Mary 
Anne and all Pat Presidents, Sister Curlers, Invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank you 
Marion for your kind words, and Elaine for your support and encouragement.   
 
I’m honoured to accept the post of Vice President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club. 
 
The past year has flown by.  It’s been a busy and enjoyable one and I’m sure the coming year will 
be even more so.  In particular, I thank Mary Anne, Marion and Gail for their support and 
patience, especially answering all my “daft lassie” questions.  I value greatly the kindness and 
friendship shown to me in my role as Junior Vice President. 
 
Looking forward to the coming year, working with Marion and the Ladies Standing Committee who 
will receive my usual enthusiasm.  It’s something which I particularly enjoy.  Thank you all. 
 
The Canada tour awaits and preparations for the incoming United States Women’s Curling 
Association in 2016 are now underway.  Along with these, I am committed to carrying out the 
duties of Vice President and the wider role of supporting all lady curlers, from those tasking their 
first steps on the ice to those who represent Scotland on the world stage 
 
I wish you, the Ladies Branch, and President Marion all the very best in the coming year and 
every success in your role with in the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of which I’m delighted to be 
a part.  Thank you all very much.  (Applause) 
 
President Marion: And now for the election of Junior Vice President. 
 
I am very pleased to propose that Margaret Pottie from Nairn as Junior Vice President of the 
Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club for 2015-2016 and protocol demands that I 
ask for any other nominations? 
 
Margaret is a keen curler with Nairn Ladies and Nairn Club where her husband is also a member.  
Both are also members of Wengen Club and enjoy their trips to Switzerland. 
 
I first met Margaret when we were fellow members of the Ladies Standing Committee.  Then 
President of Northern Counties, Margaret hosted a very successful Henderson Bishop final in 
Inverness in 2012. 
 
Her organisational skills, apparent then, and her enthusiasm for the job in hand will be great 
assets for her role in the Ladies Branch and I look forward very much to working with her in the 
coming year.   
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Ann Gibb (Cawdor): Honorary President Kate, President Marion, Vice President Jan, 
Past President’s, sister curlers and invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.  It gives me great 
pleasure in seconding the nomination of Margaret Pottie as Junior Vice President of the ladies 
Branch at the RCCC.  Margaret was introduced to curling by Bob her Fiancée and now husband 
of 45 years.  She has held all offices in her curling club, Nairn Ladies and is also a Past President 
of Northern Counties Lady Curlers.  She is the first woman to join the all-male Nairn Curling Club 
and is also a member of Wengen Curling Club.  During her two year presidency of Northern 
Counties Lady Curlers she was involved in the highly successful Henderson Bishop competition 
and also the previous incoming Canadian Tour.  All this will stand her good stead for working with 
the team.  All Northern Counties Ladies wish her well and offer her their full support.  May I take 
this opportunity to wish Margaret and indeed all the Ladies going on tour to Canada a wonderful 
trip in November.  Thank you (Applause) 
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President Marion: Thank you very much Ann.  Margaret I would like you to join us up here to 
receive your Junior Vice President badge and to say a few words. (Applause) 
 
Junior Vice President Margaret: Honorary President Kate, President Marion, Vice President 
Jan, Past President Mary Anne, Sister Curlers and invited guests.  Thank you Marion and Ann for 
your support. 
 
It is a great honour for myself, my Nairn Ladies Club and Northern Counties Lady curlers to be 
nominated for the post as Junior Vice President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club and I have much pleasure in accepting.   
 
I look forward to being part of the team and working along with Marion, Jan and the Ladies 
Standing Committee.  I have enjoyed and gained so much from curling over the years, and I will 
endeavour to work hard to carry out any tasks expected of me and work to encourage and 
promote our great sport of curling on behalf of all lady curlers, thank you (Applause) 
 
President Marion: Thank you Margaret, and now election of Honorary Treasurer. 
 
I would like to propose Gail Munro as Honorary Treasurer of the Ladies Branch of the RCCC for 
2015-2016. 
 
Thankfully, Gail has agreed to be re-elected and I am very pleased that she will continue to look 
after our finances.  We are fortunate to have Gail on our executive not only has she looked after 
the money and the merchandise but with her knowledge and enthusiasm for curling she has been 
an ideal representative of the Ladies Branch on the Competitions and Performance committees. 
 
Thank you Gail for your work of the last year.  I am pleased you are willing to stay on board. 
(Applause) 
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Helen Hally (Lockerbie): I had no plans to say very much at all but I don’t want Gail 
to be short changed (Applause) 
 
It is a total no- brainer and she has done wonderfully, lets support her for another year. (Applause) 
 
President Marion: Thank you, Gail is duly elected; we look forward to another year. 

 
14. AOCB 

President Marion: And now we move on to the last item.  Has anyone got anything they would 
like to discuss before I move on? 

  
Marion Craig (East Kilbride and Haremyers): I know it’s nearly tea time, so I will be quick. The 
2015 tour captain, Margaret Richardson, who has tendered her apologies for today has asked me 
to help organise this event.  We are looking for past tourists, we are going to sweep up   you are 
cordially invited to come help raise funds on the 20

th
 September at Lanarkshire Ice Rink.  We will 

take teams or individuals, the cost for entering will be no more than £30 for the day, including a 
light lunch.  I would like for you to have your entries to me by the 30

th
 June, I have me email 

address printed out, if anyone is willing to contact me or please come and see me and let’s make 
it a great day.  Thank you (Applause) 

 
President Marion: Thank you Marion, I hope a lot of you can make that day at Lanarkshire Ice 
Rink.  I have a few dates and just a few things to say to finish off.   
 
As Mary Anne has already said the Royal Caledonian Curling Club AGM will be held at 
Murrayfield Curling on Saturday 13

th
 June 2015 at 2pm and I look forward to seeing the 

representatives of the Ladies Branch.   
 
The RCCC will have its usual stand at Cairnie House at the Royal Highland Show, I will certainly 
be there both days and not only will we accept donations for the tray bakes we will be pleased to 
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see any of you come down, and have a glass of wine with us.  It is a really great atmosphere and 
last year the weather was really good, im not sure what it will be like this year. 
 
The Henderson Bishop Finals will be held at Lockerbie Ice Rink from 22

nd
 to 25

th
 February 2016, 

entry forms are on the RCCC website and must be returned to the office by 30
th
 June. 

 
The Morton Final will be held at Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy on Tuesday 8

th
 March.  It is the 50

th
 

anniversary of the Morton Trophy and the Kirkcaldy Ladies Centre hope to make it a special day. 
 
Outgoing ladies tour, Marion has briefly spoken about it, is going out to Canada next November.  
We wish Margaret Richardson and her team a happy and successful tour, which of course 
includes Jan and Margaret. 
 
We do hope, as Mary Anne said a one day competition up and running next season to replace the 
unders and overs.  Your centre reps will keep you informed.  If possible we hope to have it on a 
Saturday as some ladies who have work commitments make it difficult to enter Morton and 
Henderson Bishop competitions. 
 
Look out for all the home and international competition dates on the RCCC website, David has 
already said it takes a bit of commitment going on to the website but there is lots of information 
there about the minutes of the Ladies Branch, Board and various committees.  I hope to make an 
informal record of my activities related to Ladies Branch on Facebook.   
 
The Ladies Branch AGM 2016 will take place on Tuesday 10

th
 May in the Dean Park Hotel, 

Kirkcaldy.  I now call on Maureen Parker to give a vote of thanks. 
 
15. Vote of Thanks 

Maureen Parker (Castle Kennedy): President Marion, Past Presidents, Honorary Vice President 
Kate, Ladies and Gentlemen.  I am delighted to give the vote of thanks this afternoon on behalf of 
Stranraer Ladies. 
 
Firstly, to immediate Past President Mary Anne for presiding so ably over the first part of this 
meeting as she has done throughout the year.  Also, thank you for the interesting and 
comprehensive presidential report, you have had a busy year representing and supporting ladies 
curling, a job very well done! Enjoy a well-deserved rest.  At this point I would also like to thank on 
behalf of the Ladies Standing Committee a thank you to Alastair and Mary Anne, Catherine and 
Jay for a super evening at their home last night. Congratulations to our new President, Marion, we 
wish you and your committee a successful year.  Thank you for chairing the second part of the 
meeting. 
 
Well done to all the winning teams we have been hearing about today and their representatives 
who reported on some hard fought curling competitions.  Good luck next year. 
 
I hope you all have enjoyed your visit to Stranraer, we do appreciate you travelling this way, I 
hope you may come back next season and play in some of our competitions, you would be most 
welcome.  I must say it has been great to have the AGM in our neck of the woods. 
 
Thank you to the North West Castle staff and the McMillan’s for looking after us so well.  The hall 
looks marvellous. (Applause) 
 
To the ladies of Stranraer, a big thank you for providing the baking for the afternoon tea you are 
about to enjoy! 
 
Finally, thank you all for attending today and I wish you a safe journey home.  (Applause) 
 
President Marion:  Can I just say thank you all for coming.  You can now enjoy afternoon tea 
provided by North West Castle Hotel and the Ladies of Stranraer Centre and as always a safe 
journey home.  (Applause) 
 
(The meeting finished at 15:51)  
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Annex A 
 
 

Income & Expenditure Summary for Ladies Branch       

for the year to 30th April 2015 2       

      2015   2014 

Income   Notes £     

Opening bank balances 
b/f Current 
Account   9838   3295 

  
b/f Deposit 
Account   0   7124 

VAT on Sales     378   360 

Merchandise sales     1887   1799 

International Fund     935   825 

Donation     0   10 

Bank Interest     0   6 

            

      13038   13419 

            

Expenditure           

Merchandise Costs     1329   1898 

Gifts & donations Made     230   55 

Special Events (Glynhill)     200   250 

Honoraria      250   450 

Miscellaneous Costs     177   836 

Irrecoverable VAT     276   92 

Closing bank balances Current Account c/f   10576   9838 

            

      13038   13419 

            

      2015   2014 

Value of Stock in Hand     £2,653   £2,818 

            

Notes to Accounts           

            

            

Alastair Hibbert (Finance Manager) Gail Munro (Treasurer, Ladies' Branch) 

4th May 2015   4th May 2015     
 


