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Minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting of the Ladies’ Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club held on Tuesday, 10th May 2016 at Dean Park Hotel, Chapel Level, Kirkcaldy, KY2 6HF 
at 2pm. 
 
Present 
Office Bearers: Marion Fraser (President), Jan Howard (Vice President), Margaret Pottie (Junior Vice 
President), Gail Munro (Treasurer), Kate Caithness OBE (Honorary President) 
 
Past Presidents: Marjory McLachlan (1989/90), Sheila Watson (1993/94), Kathleen Scott (2001/02), 
Jeanette Johnston (2003-2004), Patricia Thomson (2007-2008), Kay Gibb (2009/10), Claire McLaren 
(2011-2012), Jenny Bain (2012/13), Fiona Hardie (2013/14), Mary Anne McWilliam (2014/15) 
 
Centre Representatives: Margaret White (Ayr), Nina Clancy (Borders), Fiona McFarlane (Braehead), 
Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), 
Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Mhairi Baird (Lanarkshire), Margaret Nicol 
(Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), Annette Blair 
(Waterfront) 
 
New Centre Representatives: Ann Johnston (Lockerbie), Marion Mather (Dumfries), Isobel Edwards 
(Murrayfield), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Ann-Maree Davidson (Perth), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire). 
 
Invited Guests: Billy Howat (Cumnock and District), Sue Howat (Cumnock and District), Clive 
Thomson (Glasgow Academicals), Judith Thomson (Rolling Stones), David Henderson (New Abbey), 
Frances Henderson (New Abbey), Vicki Adams (Portpatrick), Eve Muirhead (Dunkeld), Margaret A 
Robertson (Ayton Castle), Margaret Richardson (East Kilbride and Haremyres) 
 
Individual Members (in alphabetically order by club): Barbara Baird (Abdie Ladies), Isla Kinnear 
(Abdie Ladies), Liz Ross (Aberdeen Ladies), Helen Gordon (Aberdour), Joyce Ferrie (Aberdour), 
Sheila Harley (Aberdour), Margaret A Robertson (Ayton Castle), Rhona Fleming (Ayton Castle), 
Roberta-Ann Forrest (Ayton Castle), Margaret F Lambie (Balcaskie), Ann Ballantyne (Banchory), 
Irene Duncan (Banchory), Elinor Ritchie (Bank of Scotland (Fife)), Margo Nicoll (Bank of Scotland 
(Fife)), Margaret Robertson (Bathgate), Corrie Lawrence (Beresford Ladies), Christine Cheape (Blair 
Atholl), Ann Turnbull (Cambo Ladies), Grace Brown (Cambo Ladies), Margaret Thomson (Cambo 
Ladies),Helen Young (Castle Kennedy), Janet C McMillan (Castle Kennedy), Sandra Smith (Ceres), 
Anne Marie Ross (Corstorphine Ladies), Carolyn Tough (Corstorphine Ladies), Fiona Brown 
(Cumnock and District), Lois Copland (Currie & Balerno), Margaret Nicol (Currie and Balerno), 
Margaret Will (Dalhousie Ladies), Elspeth MacLean (Druids), Dor Borthwick (Dunfermline Ladies), 
Lynne Stevenson (Dunfermline Ladies), Mary Barr (Dunfermline Ladies), Trisha Petrie (Dunfermline 
Ladies), Liz Cullen (Earlston), Margaret Richardson (East Kilbride and Haremyres), Nancy Bews 
(Edinburgh Ladies), Marlyn MacAulay (Falkirk Ladies), Anna Burnside (Falkirk Ladies (1960)), 
Eleanor Denholm (Ford Ladies), Janet Dun (Ford Ladies), Jean Waddell (Ford Ladies), Marion 
McClung (Ford Ladies), Valerie Logan (Ford Ladies), Lillian J Carnegie (Forfar Ladies), Margaret 
Mauchline (Forth Valley Ladies), Debbie Weir (Fossoway Ladies), Dottie Burt (Fossoway Ladies), 
Morag Wellman (Fossoway Ladies), Elizabeth Shaw (Galston Haymouth), Liz Boswell (Galston 
Haymouth), Mary Shaw (Galston Haymouth), Anne Airey (Glasgow Ladies), Elaine Semple (Glasgow 
Ladies), Liz Paul (Glasgow Ladies), Margaret Gibb (Glasgow Ladies), Margaret McWiggan (Glasgow 
Ladies), Sheena Boyd (Glasgow Ladies), Catherine Beattie (Granite City Ladies), Hazel Keenan 
(Granite City Ladies), Helen Mathieson (Greenlaw), Jenny Stark (Heart of the Highlands), Anne 
Maiden (Hercules Ladies), Irene Stevenson (Hercules Ladies), Jan Stuart (Hercules Ladies), Jennifer 
Kubrycht (Hercules Ladies), Kathleen Forster (Hercules Ladies), Pat Hughes (Hercules Ladies), 
Judith McCleary (Keir), Nanette McCabe (Kennoway), Elizabeth Jamieson (Kilmacolm), Joyce White 
(Kinross Ladies), Margaret Armstrong (Kippen), Pat Galloway (Kirkoswald), Annette MacArthur 
(Largo), Alison Taylor (Lesmahagow Ladies Section), Susan Fleming (Lochmaben Castle), Shelagh 
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Fulton (Lynedoch Ladies), Heather Billett (Nairn Ladies), Margaret Carruthers (New Abbey), Margaret 
Palmer (Northern Lights), Beryl, Harley (Orwell Ladies), Edna Nelson (Orwell Ladies), Maggie Scott 
(Orwell Ladies), Carolyn Nicoll (Panmure), Kate Adams (Portpatrick), Anne Buchan (Raith and 
Abbotshall (Lds)), Anne McGrory (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Beverley Brown (Raith and Abbotshall 
(Lds)), Caroline Atkins (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Christine Wilson (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), 
Dorothy Bennett (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Dorothy Greenhorn (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), 
Dorothy Peterson (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Ena Morrison (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Heather 
Brown (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Helen MacKenzie (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Helen Martin 
(Raith and Abbotshall (Lds)), Irene Aitken (Raith and Abbotshall (Lds), Marion Malcolm (Rubislaw), 
Alison Strang (Schiehallion Ladies), Heather McLaren (Schiehallion Ladies), Margaret Hynd 
(Schiehallion Ladies), Janice Ogilvie (Stirling & District Lds) Mary Scobie (Stirling & District Lds), 
Fiona Glass (Strathendrick), Jane McLaren (Strathendrick), May Steel (Symington), Jo Pegg 
(Uplawmoor), Janette Wilson (West Stirlingshire Ladies) 
 
In attendance: Kirsten A Keegan, Jane Smith, David Howard (Reform) 
 
1. Welcome 

President Marion: 
Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen and welcome to the 56th Annual General Meeting of the 
Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club and for those who have come a distance we 
always have weather like this at East Fife. Before continuing I would ask you to note the Fire Exits 
just in case. Also to make sure mobile phones are turned off or on silent. 
 
Just over a hundred years ago - in 1914 Provost Husband of Dunfermline hosted a lunch and he 
hosted that lunch to celebrate the playing of the First Ladies’ competition to be held under the 
auspices of the RCCC. That was the beginning of the competition we now call the Henderson 
Bishop. So it gives me great pleasure to welcome another Provost here today. Down here we 
have the Provost of Fife - Jim Leishman actually OBE. Jim is a Fife councillor and a football 
legend, as player, Manager and now as honorary director of his original club Dunfermline Athletic. 
 
Please give him a warm welcome, Provost Leishman. (Applause) 
 
Provost Leishman (Summary of Speech): Provost Leishman gave an entertaining and amusing 
opening speech. First comment was a correction as his honour is an MBE not an OBE. His 
speech covered four aspects of his professional and personal life. 
 
The progression of his working life from schooldays in Lochgelly to playing as a professional 
footballer for Dunfermline Athletic and various other clubs was outlined in his typical humorous 
fashion. After injury he was a football Coach and Successful Manager.  
 
For a short time between footballing commitments he took up an acting career playing in 
pantomime and performing in Radio and Television. However football called him back and he 
gave up the chance to be another Daniel Craig. 
 
After the death of his wife Mary he set up the charity known as "The Mary Leishman Foundation". 
He told of various fundraising events and said the money raised after seven years is £890,000. 
He described some of the help given to people by the Foundation whose motto is "encourage 
potential, ease stress". 
 
He then gave a very amusing account of his entry into local politics and his election as Provost of 
the Kingdom of Fife, citing friend "Broonie", a former Prime Minister as the person who 
encouraged him to stand for election as a Councillor. 
 
The laughter throughout and the applause at the end showed how much the audience had 
enjoyed his speech. 

 
President Marion: Thank you Jim that was wonderful. 
 
Now comes the serious part of the afternoon, in your Booklet which you will find on your seat you 
will find several lists: Apologies, Obituaries, New and Resigned clubs and the Ladies Branch 
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accounts. If anyone wishes to address the meeting as usual please raise your hand and await 
invitation to make your way to the front then state your name and club before speaking. I think 
Laura is anxious if anybody was speaking she would know exactly what they were saying.  Also if 
anyone has any further apology or obituary please give the relevant information to Laura after the 
meeting.  
 
I would now like to introduce the Top Table, who I think are probably well known to all of you. On 
my right Vice President Jan Howard and on my left Junior Vice President Margaret Pottie. Next to 
Margaret is Gail Munro, our Honorary Treasurer and on the other side next to Jan is the 
aforementioned Laura Barr who is taking our minutes for today, so welcome to them all. 
 
I am delighted to Welcome Honorary President Kate Caithness, who is sitting in the front row here 
along with the other Past Presidents I would like you all to stand so that we can acknowledge your 
presence here today, Past Presidents of the Ladies Branch please stand. (Applause) Thank you 
ladies.  
 
We go on to and there is not that many of the next category here today actually, the Ladies who 
have become Scottish Champions, at Scottish, Seniors, Juniors and Masters and Medallists at 
World Championships. Could those of you who are here please stand so that we can 
acknowledge your achievements. (Applause) There have been others who have been competing 
either in the Europeans or the World stage and we have had Sophie Jackson and Katie Murray in 
the mixed and Gina Aitken of course who has been out with Bruce Mouat at the very successful 
mixed pairs and in the Youth Olympics we have had Mili Smith and Amy Bryce. 
 
Of course we have had a very successful tour and our ladies who went to Canada in November 
and their great achievement retaining by quite a margin, if you were following, their blog, the 
Muriel Fage Trophy. I would now ask our November tour to stand as we acknowledge their 
achievement in Canada. There will be a report on that later. 
 
Guests today include, President Billy Howat and his wife Sue, Vice President Clive Thomson and 
his wife Judith, Past President David Henderson and his wife Francis and Judith McCleary our 
RCCC Head of Development welcome to you all.  

 
2. Apologies 

President Marion: We have received apologies from Bruce Crawford, Chief Executive Officer of 
the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, and Alastair MacNish, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
along with the others that are in your booklet. 
 
Past Presidents: Elizabeth Grierson (1981/82), Sandra South (1982-1983), Mary Tyre (1986/87), 
Ena Stevenson (1999/00), Kirsty Letton (1990/91), Isobel Torrance (1991/92), Isobel Forrest 
(1994/95), Johan Steele (1998/99), Ena Stevenson (1999/00), Irene Hird (2000/01), Anne 
Malcolm (2005/06), Marion Craig (2006/07), Sheila Miller (2008/09), Brenda Macintyre (2010/11) 
 
Centre Representatives: Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Helen Hally (Lockerbie) 
 
New Centre Representatives: Elspeth Bell (Border) 

 
Invited Guests: David Hay (Dunning), Sarah Reid (Stewarton Heather), Anna Sloan (Hutton), 
Rachel Hannen (Hamilton and Thornyhill), Alastair MacNish (RCCC Director/Gourock), Christine 
Cannon (Wigtown), Isobel Hannen (Hamilton and Thornyhill), Jackie Lockhart (Laurencekirk) 
 
Individuals: Lorna Alexander (Ayr), Jane Robinson (Barbarians), Mandy Graham (Beresford 
Ladies), Rosie Hutchison (Beresford Ladies), Shirley Smith (Bon Accord Pecten), Aileen Neilson 
(Braehead Wheelchair), Jan Eccles (Bute), Fiona Cowan (Club 90), Glynnice Lauder (Coldstream 
& Hirsel), Joyce Snow (Colinton Ladies), Anne M Mitchell (Denny (Inc. Denny LP)), Wendy Muir 
(Disnae Virtual Club), Caroleen Clark (Druids) , Sandie Byers (Drumbreck Ladies), Valerie 
Aikman (Dumbreck Ladies), Isobel Rainey (Dumfries), Claire Paton (Dunfermline Ladies), Marion 
Murdoch (Dryfesdale), Bernice Muir (Edinburgh B.M.A Ladies) Janet Lynch (Errol), Paula Nimmo 
(Galston Haymouth), Anne Fair (Holywood), Moira Forman (Lenzie Ladies), Hannah Fleming 
(Lochmaben Castle), Joy Toshner (Maxwell Ladies), Bridie Graham (Orwell Ladies), Margaret 
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Cairns (Perth Ladies), Jennifer Mutter (St Leonard's), Lynda Blackwood (Straven Ladies), Mary 
Foy (Troon Portland), Carol Fleming (Lothian Ladies), Yvonne Chalmers (Glasgow Ladies), 
Susan Skene (Dalhousie Ladies), Rachael Halliday (Reform) 

 
Clubs: Brookfield, Braehead Virtual, Belmont October 
 

3. In Memoriam 
President Marion: Now this is always a sad bit and as well as referring you to the booklet again I 
have something to add to that because yesterday I got a phone call from Pat Hughes who told me 
that Lucy Fleming has died, now there are quite a few of you who know of Lucy and Lucy is of 
course East Fife origin, Hercules Ladies Curling Club. She was one hundred and a half, is what 
Pat told to me today. She died two days ago and she was of course president of the Ladies 
Branch (1978/1979). She was also secretary before that, for two years in the sixties. Looking 
back, I had a look at the booklet over the last 25 years and what she was doing then as President 
was remarkably different to what I have had to do in the last year. A very young Janette Johnston 
was involved in those days. It is with great sadness that we remember Lucy and all the others 
who are no longer with us. I would like you to stand and we give a minute silence in the memory. 
(The ladies branch stood for the one minute silence). 

 
4. Minutes of the 55

th
 Annual General Meeting 

The minutes of the 55
th
 Annual General Meeting held at North West Castle Hotel, Stranraer on 

Tuesday 12
th
 May 2015, have been published in the Annual and no amendments have been 

notified to me. Can I take this minute as read? 
 
Could I have a proposer please? 
 
Proposer: Mary Anne McWilliam (Portpatrick): I would like to propose the adoption of the 
minutes from last year on the 12

th
 May 2015. 

 
President Marion: Thank you very much Mary Anne, could I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Rhona Johnstone (Falkirk): It is my pleasure to second these minutes. 
 

5. Business arising from the Minutes 
We have no business as such; does anyone have any matters arising from the minutes that will 
not be covered in the Agenda? 
 
If not, we will go onto the next item. 

 
6. New Clubs and Resignations 

President Marion: New Club and Resignations of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club are listed in 
the booklet. 
 
New Clubs 2015-2016: 
Bon-Accord & Pecten, Ross Sutherland Farmers, Disable Curling Scotland (DICE), Perth Virtual 
CC, St George`s School for Girls, Auchincruive CC 

 
Resigned Clubs 2015-2016: 
Grampian Police, Kirkcaldy Ice Rink, Bell Baxter High School, Arbroath, Baldovan 

 
7. President’s Report 

The next item is my President’s report. 
 
When I joined the Ladies Standing committee 5 years ago I was pretty ignorant about the working 
of the RCCC in general and in particular the Ladies Branch. Although good reports had come 
from the past President of our centre I truly hadn't focused on the wider picture. I was soon told 
that there was an Operating Manual that would tell me all. An Operating Manual, I thought sounds 
more like I am changing the oil in the car than being a rep on the Ladies Standing Committee. 
However the said Manual was extremely useful for all of those five years as it included pages on 
the role and duties of an LSC member and then those of the Junior Vice President, Vice President 
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and President along with other information about competitions etc. But as all the Past Presidents 
know in front of me you have to learn on the job as well ,as every year brings different challenges 
experiences and mistakes (one made today but I might tell you about that later).  

 
Now our aim in the Ladies Branch is to foster and encourage the game of curling for women in 
Scotland. To promote friendship between women curlers worldwide and deal with matters 
concerned with Women's curling as remitted by the Board. 
 
Immediately we face a challenge - who are the Women curlers of Scotland? Team Muirhead - 
Eve and Vicki are here today, of International fame. Two young neighbours of mine who are in the 
Kirkcaldy virtual club and are so keen on their curling but know nothing on the wider world of 
curling -  those who belong to a mixed club and have no interest in Ladies Branch or Women's 
competitions - And all the others in between. I guess most of you here today are all the others in 
between, who are very keen club curlers, competition curlers, enjoy your curling and are 
interested in what goes on in the Ladies Branch. But we do have a group that are different. Our 
competition teams some of whom we know are professionals and are looked after by the a 
professional workforce so very little input there for us, except supporting them both at home and 
abroad in competitions. 
 
This year I have been to the European Playdowns, Scottish Championships, Scottish Juniors, 
Scottish Seniors, Rink Championships, Scottish Masters, several Asham slams, Scottish schools 
final, and abroad to Europeans and Women's World Championships. Some of those were 
particularly for women and others were done in the wider remit being part of the team of the 
RCCC. Of course I have particularly enjoyed in Scotland going to the Juniors, Seniors and the 
Masters where you know a lot of people and at the Juniors getting to know a lot of the parent 
which has been a very enjoyable experience. For the elite teams our hope is that our enthusiasm 
and support gives even a little inspiration and for you it is a little bit like supporting family - it is an 
unconditional support and unlike the funding does not depend on results. I tried to convey that to 
team Jackson and Sophie isn’t here today who were keeping in the shadows when we were at 
Edinburgh Airport, when we welcomed back the successful Junior Men’s gold medallist. It’s hard, 
it’s hard to lose in any sport but our continued support is what we pledge for them. 
 
The Ladies Standing committee has been active and vocal at all our meetings this year-very well 
attended except for the November meeting when some of the committee were off enjoying 
themselves in Canada. 
 
We had an enjoyable Bonspiel after our morning October meeting and in December we had an 
evening meeting for the first time followed by supper and socialising. We missed a full meeting in 
March as our usual date was during the Henderson Bishop Finals so only the executive met in 
Lockerbie. 
 
Centres continue to hold their own Ladies one day or two day competitions throughout Scotland. 
These are "posted" as Dates of Interest in the LSC minutes and of course on the website.  
 
Our three Competitions, the Henderson Bishop, the Morton and the N ew "Unders and Overs 
"were in the main well supported although In the Henderson Bishop there were Round Robin  
Play downs for the first time in Inverness and Greenacres due to the small number  of entries. 
Lockerbie hosted a much enjoyed four days of curling and socialising for the Henderson Bishop 
Final. I surpassed myself by winning, wait for it - a Lockerbie Cheese in the Raffle! 
 
Fife Ice Arena made the 50th Anniversary of the Morton a special day with a piper, Birthday cake 
and special Commemorative plate for the winners. With a little help from Gail, we had reasonable 
ice and Gail also helped with the online scoring that day, thank you Gail. I felt very emotional as I 
walked behind the piper on my home ice where I had thrown my first stone in my husband's rink 
many years ago.  
 
 Fiona Hardie and her committee got the new Unders and Overs off to a good start 
(oversubscribed in the end) at Kinross Curling. I am particularly pleased we have managed to get 
this competition running. Hopefully it will go a little way to encourage beginners, of any age, to 
stay in the Game. Something which is important to most if not all ladies clubs. 
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Ice Rink personnel, Ladies Branch centre committees and helpers, Umpires, online scorers, 
sponsors, office staff and the curlers who took part - all contributed to the smooth running and 
enjoyment of those competitions. Thanks to them all.   
 
Our Interaction with The LSC continues. 
 
Spent some time at the RCCC Junior Summer Camp in Stirling but I left the Mountain Biking to 
President Billy. 
 
Two cold days at the Royal Highland show - but warm hospitality for members and friends. This 
sadly for the last time .With my long time connections to the Royal Highland show this was 
something I particularly enjoyed. 
 
Then it was the Indoor Grand Match in October. Vice President Jan and I were on the Organising 
committee and Jan who has proved herself to be Queen of the Spread sheets (more later) worked 
with President Billy to complete the Draw - a Marathon task requiring being fed and watered by 
Jan's husband over many hours. Convenor Bob Smith to be congratulated on the overall 
organisation of this successful day. 
 
Joint Meetings in November and February as usual and a defeat again for the Ladies in the 
Priestfield Quaich in November. 
 
In January I actually curled instead of just watching in the Four Nations competition, hosted by 
Wales at Greenacres. I was very pleased that the Scottish Ladies - and yes I have the polo shirt 
to show I played for Scotland- retained the Connie Miller trophy. For all of you who listened to or 
read David Henderson's report at the RCCC AGM last year will remember he said watch out other 
Nations it will be Marion and Billy next year- well Billy deserted us - he was in the qualifying round 
for the Scottish Seniors and of course qualified and was runner up in the Finals.  Book him for 
next year, Clive. 
 
While we were at Greenacres the Glynhill International was taking place at Braehead Past 
President Mary Anne and husband Alistair represented us there -  watching some of the Curling 
and being present at the Dinner. 
 
I was a member of the Review group who looked at the Geographical basis of Areas and the 
Provinces and clubs within them. Much consultation and discussion took place and 
congratulations to convenor Clive Thomson for a well thought out Proposal which was presented 
to the Board and goes before the RCCC AGM in June. 
 
Members of the LSC continue with representation on the various working committees and report 
back when appropriate to LSC meetings. 
 
As was Mary Anne before me, I was invited to attend Board meetings as an observer - although I 
was allowed to speak, on occasion. I found this interesting and am now a bit more able to answer 
the awkward questions about the Business side of our organisation, the links with Sport Scotland 
and British curling and the Progression of the Strategic plan. The intricacies of selection, rule 
changes and performance strategy have become a little clearer. Reports from all aspects of 
Scottish Curling give some insight into the complex nature of the governance our organisation 
and the necessity to meet many criteria for players, coaches and technical staff etc. And as I said 
to the LSC this morning we aren’t directly involved with that but it is a big part of keeping our 
organisation on the road and healthy.  
 
On a lighter note - thank you to the Board for passing the RCCC Invitation to the Holyrood Garden 
Party in July to myself and past president Mary Anne. We will have the afternoon out together 
with my daughter Jane and Mary Anne's husband Alistair accompanying us. I look forward to 
being back with Mary Anne doing that.  
 
Promoting Friendship between Women curlers well that's well in hand this year. After the Tour 
group for Canada, November 2015 was finalised and the Office bearers chosen, Captain 
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Margaret Richardson looked after the Preparations in her usual efficient manner. So it was a well 
organised and smartly attired group that we saw off at Edinburgh Airport on 6th November. 
Congratulations to all of them for retaining the Muriel Fage trophy which is on display over there. 
Margaret will tell you her own story or at least some of the story of the tour later. Meanwhile after 
several meetings in Glasgow, Perth and Stirling the subcommittee for organising the incoming 
American Tour next November is well ahead with the plans. Jan has done a great job with her 
Itinerary arrangements (spread sheets again Jan) - so well set out and Junior Vice President 
Margaret and the sub sub organising committees for the Incoming and Outgoing Banquets are 
now on task and Information Posters are prepared. Thanks to all the Centres for the work they 
have done so far and will continue to do to welcome the American Ladies to our curling 
communities. Tickets for banquets will soon be available online. 
 
I think my final part of this report comes under the last part of the remit.  As Ladies Branch 
President I represented the RCCC in Esbjerg for the Europeans and Swift Current for the 
Women's Worlds. Two very different venues and experiences. Esbjerg, a city grown rich with 
North Sea oil connections. Shiny shops and good restaurants- yes I did watch all of the curling 
too. There was a large Scottish contingent there - supporting the teams , providing technical help, 
umpires, statisticians and time keepers, others sussing out the lie of the land for Braehead next 
year. With the help of Past president David and President Billy (Clive and Judith had deserted us 
to go to the Davis cup final) I hosted a small lunchtime reception for the  teams, support staff as  
mentioned as well as a few extra interested people. Team Muirhead played well throughout the 
competition and I was delighted to put on my Tartan skirt and walk out and present them with their 
Silver medals - seen on YouTube by the family back home. The Closing banquet with us all at 
one long table with both teams was great- when I left to get the shuttle bus home (leaving Billy to 
the dancing) the rain was horizontal and icy cold. We flew back with the teams on the Sunday 
morning to a sunny Aberdeen. 
 
And so to Swift Current in March. Edinburgh- Schipol- Minneapolis- Regina then in Taxi to Swift 
Current, the latter journey the last two and a quarter hours of a 25 hour journey - while my friends 
Margaret and Dorothy slept in the back I listened to a run down from the taxi driver about his and 
his family's curling year - a crash course on the structure of school and province curling. That was 
actually quite constructive even if I was struggling to stay awake.  
 
Many of you have been to Canada on tours, watching curling or just on holiday. It was my first 
time in Canada and of experiencing the full force of their total obsession with our Sport. Everyone 
was very friendly and it seemed as if the whole community were in the iplex either watching 
during the day or socialising in the Patch in the evening. I did know before, but it sure was 
reinforced that Eve and her team are hugely popular in Canada and the Canadians we spoke to 
were almost as sorry as we were that it didn't come together for the Scottish team that week. 
Much was made of the fact that Eve lost her third to the Swift Current Mayor the last time she was 
competing there. Kelly Wood Schafer was much in evidence and spoke well at both Banquets. 
However the Scots as far as I know are back home without potential attachments this time. 
Although we did meet a bachelor rancher and keen curler who took us to a Bull sale at the local 
Auction mart before the Saturday game. Celebrity appearance by us announced by the 
Auctioneer - just as well there was no prize giving for the Bulls. I was looked after well by the 
WCF and enjoyed meeting some of the American, Canadian members and others. I was 
interviewed by the local Radio station and they have emailed the interview - an unusual memento. 
It was good to have Robbie and Kathleen Scott there as well and to meet Vicki Adam's Aunt and 
Uncle who live in Canada and came down to watch some of the games. Coming home I had 
much to think about Swift Current- the Landscape, the community and their curling lives - so so 
different from here. 
 
So I had hung up the Blue Blazer ready for today - but another outing was needed - Billy and I 
with Kay Gibb and Marion Malcolm went to Aberdeen Airport to welcome back our World Senior 
Women's Champions. They are very modest about this achievement but to use Jackie's quote -
we are all chuffed to bits for you to win Gold and bring this Honour home to Scottish curling. 
 
And so to finish, to my executive committee Jan, Margaret and Gail thank you for all your hard 
work and back up over the year, to the Ladies Standing Committees of the last five years I have 
so much enjoyed working with you all and how well you have supported me as President as I 
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travelled round to all the Competitions. It has been so good to find friendly faces and a welcome 
at whichever Ice rink I was visiting. To Past Presidents Mary Anne and Fiona for all their help and 
understanding and to Hon President Kate Caithness and the other Past Presidents who have 
given me sound advice when asked. President Billy Howat and wife Sue, Vice President Clive 
Thomson and wife Judith and Past President David Henderson and wife Frances Thank you all 
for your support and continuing friendship. Billy lives life in the fast lane and I have appreciated so 
much his energy and enthusiasm and being part of the team with him. To Ruth Addinall for her 
Minute writing expertise throughout the year and to Joyce Ferrie who has been an excellent stand 
in while Ruth is on holiday, thanks to them. To my clubs Strathkinness and Cambo Ladies- who 
have always been there for me and still will be as the years go on. A very big thank you to all of 
you in the Kirkcaldy centre committee  and helpers over the last five years not just today, you 
have been a  great support at all times and  especially this year with a continuous supply of 
traybakes and flower arranging. Also thank you for sending me on the road which has led to this 
truly memorable year. 
 
And the very last - my family who have been following this journey with me - in spirit if not always 
in presence. Thanks for their tolerance at hearing yet another curling story! Thank you all for 
coming here today to support your Ladies Branch. It has been an Honour to represent you all as 
your President. 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report 

President Marion: We move on to the Treasurer’s report (Applause) I would now like to ask Gail 
Munro to give her Treasurer’s report. 
 
Treasurer Gail: President Marion, President Billy, past presidents, honoured guests; I would like 
to refer to the Ladies Branch accounts year ending 30

th
 April as published in your booklet, I 

suggest that these are self-explanatory but I would just like to mark out a few points. Firstly you 
will note there is no record of payment for our honoraria for which I would like to apologies had 
Ruth been here it would have been directly, she will just have to read it in the minutes. Ruth is our 
minute secretary and I would like to reassure her valuable work in keeping immaculate, actuate 
and very full Ladies Standing Committee minutes is very much appreciated and has not gone 
unnoticed and will be rewarded in a small way by direct bank transfer very soon unfortunately too 
late for spending on her holidays. Traditionally ladies there has also been payments made to the 
honorary treasurer and also Merchandising Officer, again I have selected not to reward myself for 
either of these posts as so little has had to be done. Certainly regarding the accounts they have 
been very simple this year and also the merchandising. This leads me in a small way to my 
second point, you will notice that the merchandise sales are substantially reduced and I would 
suggest that this is a direct reflection of the amount of time I have been able to devote to the 
merchandising over this past season, my circumstances are such that I do not have the time to 
spend on either sales, distribution or sourcing new products and unfortunately I cannot envisage 
this changing in the very near future so I would urge anyone who might have a little time on their 
hands to consider taking up this very valuable post it certainly maximises the potential of the 
Ladies Branch income. It is not necessary to be on the Ladies Standing Committee to serve as 
the merchandising officer it could be a co-opted position anyone in the room who may have those 
hours available please make yourself known or if you do not know or if you are not available 
yourself but perhaps know of someone who might be then please we would very much appreciate 
that help it is a valuable part of that income. Lastly you will notice the tour costs amounting to 
£1,175 which perhaps might have been better labelled as a ‘Tour Loan’, I am pleased to report 
that the total amount shown will all be recoverable in due course – a separate bank account is in 
the process of being set up in order to keep the tourist expenses separate and this will happen 
hopefully over the summer time. Ladies this concludes my report and I am happy to answer any 
questions you anyone why have. If there are no questions I am very happy to propose the 
adoption of the accounts for the year 2015-2016. 
 
President Marion: Could I ask for a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Elaine Telfer (Greenacres): I am delighted to second the accounts Gail and thank 
you for doing them.  
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President Marion:  Thank you Gail for all your hard work for the Ladies Branch (Applause) Gail 
may not have the time but we certainly have faith in her that she manages to do it when it is 
necessary.  
 
(See Annex A of these minutes for a copy of the Ladies’ Branch Accounts for the Year Ended 30 
April 2016). 

 
9. RCCC Report 

To give this report I welcome Judith McCleary, Head of Development, RCCC. 
 
Judith McCleary: President Marion, Ladies and Gentlemen.  
 
Thank you for inviting me to join you at your AGM today to report on some of the work of the 
RCCC.   
 
This last season has been a year of change for Scottish curling, moving our headquarters to 
Stirling and with 8 of our 15 head office staff being newly appointed. Others at this meeting will 
report on the success of our teams representing Scotland on the international stage, but I would 
like to congratulate our Women’s team on being silver medallists at the European Championships 
in November and our Senior Women who became World Champions last month in Karlstad.  In 
this year all of our teams (Men, Women and Mixed Doubles) earned Olympic points towards 2018 
Olympic Games. 
 
We ended the year with 640 clubs and 3 individual lady members reached 50 years of 
membership of RCCC including Sheila Clark (Lothian Ladies), Jean Hamilton (Carrington) and 
Isobel Waddell (Hamilton & Thornyhill) who will all be invited to the RCCC AGM at which they will 
be officially recognised. 
 
33 Ladies were in teams that recorded eight ender results this last season and will be recognised 
at the RCCC AGM. These included teams from Nairn, Lenzie and Dalhousie Ladies Clubs as well 
as Club 90, East Kilbride and Haremyres Club and a team at the Stranraer Ladies’ Presidents 
Day. 
 
A considerable part of our work is in developing the sport for the next generation and our team of 
Development Officers & Voluntary Development Groups continue to grow the sport across the 
country:  
4716 children were introduced to the sport through the Curling’s Cool programme and 321 young 
people achieved Skill Awards. We now have 1152 junior members with the maximum number of 
72 young curlers recently competing in the U16 Newcomers Trophy. 
A successful junior camp was held almost a year ago; thanks for getting involved Marion (she did 
however somehow manage to get out of the muddy mountain biking)! 
We organised 11 seminars which attracted 333 curlers; of these, there were 3 Ladies Days held 
at Ayr, Stirling and Murrayfield. All of these have had great feedback and your Ladies Centre can 
organise one in conjunction with our Development Manager Fiona Kennedy – now is the time to 
get planning ladies! 
The maximum number of 33 people attended the RCCC adult camp and even got a nice tour of 
the ice plant and some tips on ice-making from Ice Rink Manager, Gail Munro. The next Adult 
Camp is taking place from 30th September to 2nd October with booking available on-line now; it 
really is a great weekend to kick start your season but book up soon. 
 
Around 1000 people were introduced through the TryCurling programme across Scotland with 
Beginner Classes and Virtual Clubs in place to cater for follow-up. 
 
There has been a great amount of work in Coaching & Workforce this year with new tutors 
recruited and going through formal qualifications to ensure we deliver high standard courses. 395 
people attended Coach Education courses over the season and there are plans in place to 
provide an online coaches portal next year. Umpire & Time clock operating education is another 
key area of our work and we have plans to develop a specific time clock operating course next 
season, being mindful of the many volunteers we plan to recruit & upskill for the ECC at Braehead 
this November. 
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2015-16 was a good year for recognition with Alan Stanfield winning ‘Technical Official of the 
Year’ at the sportscotland national coaching, volunteering & officiating awards whilst LB Past 
President Marion Murdoch was awarded the Lifetime Contribution to Sport award. For curling to 
win 2 of the 11 national awards is fantastic and helps to showcase what good work is going on 
within the sport. 

 
The Alan Steel Asset Management Indoor Grand Match took place in October at ice rinks across 
the country with 2376 RCCC members (20% of our membership) enjoying this unique event on 
the fourth occasion it has been held. 
 
It was also great to see the Ladies One Day Bonspiel take place with all efforts joined together 
from Ladies Branch and staff to encourage entries. Hopefully this will continue to attract 
competitors who are new to the game. We are also looking forward to supporting Ladies Branch 
with planning some activities in line with Active Girls Day for the forthcoming season. 
 
Thanks to Marion and her committee in whose hands curling has been nurtured this last year.  I’d 
also like to express our thanks to all of you who have contributed to furthering the aims of the 
RCCC in so many ways over this last year.  

 
President Marion: Thank you very much Judith, in thanking you I would also like to add my 
thanks to all of you at Ochil House if you take that back from me to CEO Bruce, Suzy, yourself 
and Aline, to all those who have helped me over the last year. As all know there are many emails, 
some phone calls to keep this show on the road, they have all been very supportive and we wish 
Judith and Barbara all the best as they go on maternity leave this summer. (Applause) 

 
10. Report on Ladies’ Competitions 

President Marion: We now move on to Item 10 which is the reports on Ladies Competitions. 
 

a. The Scottish Women’s Championship: The Scottish Women's Championships 14th - 
20th February. This took place at Dewar's Centre, Perth in February. Eight teams 
entered. The Final was between Team Gray, Lauren Gray, Jennifer Dodds, Vicky Wright 
and Mhairi Baird and Team Muirhead, Eve Muirhead, Anna Sloan, Vicki Adams and 
Sarah Reid. Team Muirhead won and went on to represent Scotland in the Women's 
World Championships. 

 
b. The Scottish Junior Women’s Championship: The Scottish Junior Women's 

Championships, 27th-31st January. This was held in Curl Aberdeen. Eight teams entered 
(no qualifiers were played). The final was between Team Jackson, Sophie Jackson, 
Naomi Brown, Rachael Halliday and Rachel Hannen and Team Murray, Katie Murray, 
Rebecca Morrison, Hailey Duff and Mili Smith. Team Jackson won and went on to 
represent Scotland at the World Junior Championships in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

 
c. The Scottish Senior Women’s Championship: The Scottish Senior Women's 

Championships. 24th-28th February. This was held at Lanarkshire Ice Rink, Hamilton. 
Fourteen teams entered and were split in to two sections. The final was between Team 
Lockhart, Jackie Lockhart, Christine Cannon, Isabel Hannen and Margaret Richardson 
and Team Prentice, Gwen Prentice, Marion Craig, Helen Drummond and Rhona Fleming. 
Team Lockhart won and went on to represent Scotland at the World Senior Women's 
Championships - winning the Gold Medal and are now reigning World Senior Women's 
Champions. 

 
d. The National Masters Women’s Championship: The National Masters Women's 

Championships 4th- 7th February. This was held at Greenacres, twelve teams entered 
divided into two sections of six. The final was between Team Scott, Margaret Scott, 
Margaret White, Yvonne Aitken and Fiona Rutherford and Team Robertson, Margaret A 
Robertson, Venetia Scott, Gillian Smith and Liz Cullen. Team Scott won.   

 
e. The Henderson Bishop Trophy: The Henderson Bishop Trophy 29th February - 3rd 

March. Twenty teams took part in the final over Four days at Lockerbie Ice Rink. In the 
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final for the Challenge trophy, AYR skipped by Margaret Agnew with Gail Thomson, 
Alison Cunningham and Anne Anderson were the winners over MURRAYFIELD 2 
skipped by Kerry Barr with Margaret Barry, Annie Barr and Margaret Nicol. In the Low 
road the Cherrystone final was won by the INVERNESS team skipped by Yvonne Birnie, 
Linda Hoskins, Alice Holland and Phyllis Tulloch over the STIRLING team skipped by 
Janette Wilson with Norma Brown, Maggie Mauchline and Elspeth Johnston. 

 
f. The Morton Trophy: Morton Trophy 8th March. 50th Anniversary of the Morton Final 

took place at Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy. In the semi-finals AYR beat ABERDEEN and 
KINROSS beat LANARKSHIRE. In the Final AYR beat KINROSS two game to one. 

 
g. The Ladies One Day Bonspiel: Ladies "Unders and Overs" One Day Bonspiel - 10th 

April. This new format competition was held at Kinross Curling. Sixteen Teams took part. 
The Winners were Team Drysdale. Skip Maggie Scott with Liz Glennie, Jane Drysdale 
and Lesley Johnston. The runners up were Team Margaret White with Pat Galloway, 
Janice Sutherland and Karen McCreath. 

 
11. Reports of the Women’s International Championships 

 
President Marion: Now we move on to the Women’s International Championships and I would 
ask Eve Muirhead to come forward.  

 
a. The European Curling Championships, Eve Muirhead: President Marion, Ladies and 

Gentlemen. 
 
Being used to long days travelling... this was a simple one for a change, direct flight from 
Aberdeen to Esjberg in Denmark. 
 
The team were in good spirits and ice was good and we began our quest for medals. We 
kicked off with Denmark the host nation. Not our best game but we hung in there and 
managed to see out a victory. It’s always good to start with a win in major championships. 
The next few games we played well as a team we got stronger and stronger as the playoffs 
loomed. We secured our place in the playoff stages, now 2 straight semi-finals, not page 
playoff as it used to be. We were ranked no.2 and were to face Finland, no.3. We started 
slow....very slow!! And were 4-0 down before we knew it...not ideal! But we knew it wasn’t 
over until the last stone was thrown and the comeback was on!! Taking a 3, forcing one and 
scoring 2 soon got us back on track. By the end we proved too strong for the Fins and saw 
out the victory with a draw to the 8ft, off to the final we went! 
 
Russia beat Denmark in the other semi-final so it was a Scotland v Russia final! 
 
We were playing well scoring in the even ends and controlling the game. The turning point 
was the 6th end. With a couple stones in behind the corner guard I had a double to score a 
big 3 points and take a demanding lead in the game. These are the kind of shots I practice 
day in day out to make for the team but today I was millimetres away. This is what curling 
games can come down too, 3 hrs of playing coming down to the finest of margins. Russia 
then stole and saw out the game with hammer up the last. It was great to have made the 
podium and medal for 6th Europeans running, but of course not quite the colour we were 
after. 1 up from last year though – it was silver. 
 
Thanks to the coaches and support staff for their efforts throughout the week and 5th man 
Rachel for all your hard work. Thank you. (Applause)  

 
b. The World Women’s Curling Championships, Eve Muirhead: 

The chance of playing another World ladies championship was fantastic. It’s never easy to 
win the Scottish title but we remained focussed and achieved our first goal. There was a little 
added pressure for me here; Swift Current was the venue of my first World ladies medal back 
in 2010. In my team back then was Kelly Wood who you will all know. I lost her here to the 
local mayor!! But to have the chance to go back and see her in her new home town was 
something special. Not only was I excited to play there again, Kelly was co-chair of the event 
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and did a fantastic job. We arrived in Regina and spent a couple days there training at a local 
club which was a great facility and yes...a little bit of shopping too! Onto the Championship we 
went. The venue hadn’t changed much... 5000 seat stadium, home to the local hockey team. 
The crowds were great throughout the week including our number one fans- Robbie and 
Kathleen! This marked the 32nd curling event they had attended. Few other Scottish fans 
were there, president Marion and Hazel Wood who never missed a game waving the Scottish 
flag with wee grandson Darby! With one the strongest world fields ever, we knew it was going 
to be a tough week and that’s what it proved to be. After a real strong start, sitting on 7 wins 
and 2 losses things were looking good and we were playing well. The game that seemed to 
change our momentum was against Switzerland. We were in a winning position 5-2 up and 
just couldn’t finish it off. We then went on to lose to Japan the following morning. We put 
ourselves in the position that we had to beat Canada in our last round robin game to qualify. 
On the back foot from the start this year it wasn’t to be and unfortunately we wouldn’t be 
fighting for medals. Gold went to Switzerland, Silver Japan and Bronze to Russia.  
 
We always travel with an array of support staff & coaches and the team would like to thank all 
the people who have worked with us throughout the last year. Thanks to the Scottish institute 
of sport and all our sponsors. Also to the many supporters who have travelled country to 
country flying our flags. And a special thanks to our 5th Rachel. Can I lastly just say thanks to 
my team for the commitment they have shown over the last year both on and off the ice. 
We’ve had, without doubt, a fantastic season from qualifying in several ECT/WCT events, 
winning a World Curling Tour event, winning a Grand Slam event in Canada, this being the 
pinnacle of all events- The Players Championship, European silver medallists, European tour 
masters runners up, Scottish champions and of course 5th in the world. Yes the worlds wasn’t 
the outcome we wanted but all these events are stepping stones and learning points for us to 
improve and come back even stronger next year. As many of you may know, we lost Anna at 
the end of the season due to injury. I can assure you she was missed during the last 4 events 
but is in the best of hands for a speedy recovery after her operation last week! Thank you. 
(Applause) 
 
President Marion: Thank you Eve. 
 
I know ask Vice President Jan, to give the World Juniors report on behalf of Sophie Jackson.  
 

c. The World Junior Curling Championships: 
We were all very excited to be competing at these championships, Rachel Hannen and 
Naomi both for the third time and for Rachael Halliday and I, our first. As you may know, the 
championships’ location was changed from Erzurum, Turkey to Copenhagen, Denmark. The 
organising committee did a fantastic job making all the arrangements, in such a short period 
of time, resulting in the competition running smoothly.  
  
As we arrived a few days early, we were able to tour the city and also get a couple of days 
practice before the official competition began.  
 
We got off to a good start against a young Japanese team in the first round robin game, 
wining 6-4. From then on, throughout the week we struggled to finish out games, it seemed 
that we were always “on the wrong side of the inch”. Game after game, we continued to dig 
deep for the wins we so desperately needed, eventually one came against Turkey. However, 
at this point we knew we were not in the best position and were potentially looking at 
relegation to the Junior B Division. Unfortunately, by the last round robin game our position in 
the table meant relegation was inevitable for 2016/17. Despite this, we wanted to go out, do 
ourselves and supporters proud by putting on a good performance against the unbeaten 
Canada. We dug deep but in the end couldn’t create the win, however we were pleased to 
have given them a good game.  
 
We enjoyed the remainder of the week by supporting the boys in their championship bid along 
with the families and friends who had been supporting us all week. We are so happy for the 
boys and would again, like to offer our congratulations to the World Junior Men’s Champions 
2016. 
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The World Junior Championships is an experience we will all never forget, we learnt a lot 
which hopefully we can use in the future.  
 
We would like to thank our support network not only from the Championships but also from 
the entire season; Robin Halliday, Cate Brewster, Barbara McFarlane, Misha Botting, RCCC, 
British Curling, the Scottish Institute of Sport, our sponsors and our families. 
 
President Marion: Thank you, I know call upon Margaret Richardson to give a report on the 
World Senior Women’s Championships.  

 
d. The World Senior Women’s Championship:  

President Marion, honoured guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Let me first take you back some 36 years to a young curling team from Hamilton who were 
established as a junior girls unit in 1980 by Bob McGregor the then Lanarkshire ice rink 
manager - lead Jackie Steele, second Isobel Torrance, third  Margaret Craig and skip 
Christine Allison. We competed in the very first Scottish junior ladies championships in 81 and 
82 losing out in the final of both, firstly to Alison Aitken of Stranraer then Lorna Muirhead of 
Kinross but as much as the pain of losing was difficult to bare it was confirmed by then that 
the sport of curling was firmly embedded in all of our hearts. We have all at various times 
competed separately for our country in the sport of curling and we have all remained very 
good friends throughout our sporting careers as well as our family careers. 
 
It was during one of our many friendly reunions and I’m more than sure drink was involved 
that we all agreed to get back together again at some point and reunite the old team, what fun 
we would have and seniors seemed the right time to aim for these fun times. I am however 
the baby of the team and had to wait several years for my spot on the team, so how nervous 
was I when Christine, Mags, Izzy and Janet only went and won the World Seniors in Dumfries 
2014 (gulp) would they even let me into the team now? or would I have to beg? well I needn’t 
have worried as they welcomed me with open arms this year into the fold and straight into 
skip position (double gulp) no pressure then!…. At this point please let me thank Janet 
Lindsay who is Mags sister for stepping down and allowing me into the team, she really is a 
star and now that we have gone onto win the 2016 Worlds I am forever in her debt for so 
kindly handing me my place in the team. 
 
The Scottish Seniors in Hamilton provided us with some strong challengers as well as 
challenges and I’m glad to say we came out on top of all of these to eventually win the 
Scottish and get the opportunity to compete at the Worlds. Sweden here we come - Lead 
Margaret Richardson, second Isobel Hannen, third Christine Cannon and skip Jackie 
Lockhart supported by alternate/manager Margaret Robertson.  
 
So we’re off, a flight from Aberdeen to Oslo then a relaxing first class train journey through 
some beautiful scenery from Oslo to Karlstad. Our hotel is perfect and right next door to the 
conference centre where the final banquet will be held so it’s only falling distance to walk 
home, our daily curling schedule would appear to have been delivered by the curling gods! 
not a morning game in sight which meant many long lies, plenty of time to get ourselves 
match ready and most importantly plenty of time to get ourselves all looking good, everything 
was falling into place.  
 
Day 1 Friday at 5.30 - Italy was to be our first scalp with a 9-1 score after 6 ends on what can 
only be described as fantastic ice conditions with huge swings and great draw weight. 
Day 2 Saturday with a 9pm match - we have the whole day free so we arrange for some local 
bikes and tour the city. Our legs all felt the benefit of some exercise but I’m not so sure about 
our other part with some feeling a little saddle sore! At the rink we faced the mighty 
Switzerland but once again we came out strong and finished this in 6 ends with an 8-1 score. 
Day 3 Sunday at 4pm – we played New Zealand who were struggling with their weight control 
on the fast ice and it’s an 8-1 score in 6 ends once more. 
Day 4 Monday with another late game at 8pm – we decide to head back out on the bikes for a 
jolly but the weather was not kind to us today with a strong headwind and then rain we decide 
to seek shelter in a little coffee house only to discover Mag’s has lost her phone, was it lost on 
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the road during our bike trip or had she left it in the last place we stopped.. yip it was in the 
last place we stopped and luckily for us it was the Mixed Curling arena,  it was left on the toilet 
cistern and handed into one of the lovely volunteers so Mags and her phone were reunited. 
We get back to the hotel wet cold and tired, have a quick 40 winks and hot bath and then we 
were ready to face Austria, we didn’t start as strong as normal but with hammer we blanked 
the 2nd and 3rd ends getting a well-deserved 4 in the four and we didn’t look back 8-1 is our 
score and off after 6 again. 
Day 5 Tues at 2.30 – and I’m feeling that our games will be getting tougher from here on in. 
Russia it is today and they beat us in the Europeans seniors earlier in the season at 
Greenacres so I was anxious prior to this game starting but patience was to be our friend here 
and when we did score we scored big winning 10 -3 and actually completed all 8 ends. 
Day 6 Wednesday at 12pm – today it is the ever fearful Andrea Schopp from Germany we 
face and the question on everyone’s lips was is she or isn’t she…. going to play ? Andrea was 
named as 5th man and was  also competing in the mixed doubles and had a game at 2.30 
today in their arena some 10 minutes away by car, the games were running late and there 
was no sign of her was Monica her ever faithful third going to take the helm…. Err no! up she 
pops and on the ice she blows she huffs and she puffs and she plays 6 ends and then as 
quickly as she arrived she says goodbye and leaves the rink with the game all tied at 4-4 
having 2 ends still to play. This game goes right to the wire and into an extra with us 
controlling the hammer 6-5 and we are still holding on to our winning ways. 
Day 7 Thursday at 4pm – we play USA it’s the last game of our section and one that was to 
be very important to both of us, the winner would finish top of the section and go straight to 
the semi-finals….  It would have to be said here that this USA team played the new “sweeping 
game” very well and held stones I never thought they possibly could, all adding to the tension 
and excitement of the game and to the skill of our play trying hard not to follow similar paths 
to them when we were getting different results. We held strong and at 4-3 up after much 
debate on my final shot of the 8th whither to guard and hope to steal the end or hit and force 
her to play a double for two, we opted for the guard but it did anything but guard the shot we 
wanted it to leaving USA’s O’Leary a very difficult shot to peel the game…. she played the 
most perfect tick on our shot in the four foot to edge us out and lie 2.. it’s an extra end! We 
have the hammer and we have the confidence we can do this it’s a gentle tap back scoring 2 
and we take the game 6-5.  
Day 8 – Now we sit back relax and wait to see who we face in the semi-final, it’s a full day off 
and you don’t want to lose the curling momentum so with 45 min practice offered up from the 
chief Umpire we gladly except and hit the ice once again. 
Day 9 - The Semi-final and our opponent is Sweden. In the first half of the game errors were 
coming from the Swedish side allowing us to gently ease ahead in the game until I missed a 
very important take out attempt in the 6th end allowing Sweden to draw for a three and tie the 
game up at 5-5. We swap ones in the 7th and in the 8th and go into the extra with the 
hammer playing a lovely end and scored 2 for the win … a medal is now secured it’s just what 
colour will it be?  
 
The Final – we have just an hour it’s a very quick turnaround so we refuel and get some fresh 
air in the Karlstad sun before we face Germany and the intrepid Ms Schopp for a second time 
this week, it was to be a very cagey game with us blanking the first 3 end until we finally get 
the opportunity for a 2 in the 4th but Germany fought right back with a 2, it was all square in 
the 5th. I have a slack shot in the 6th and then a near impossible draw to the one foot as the 
swings were so big and the guards were all so high we end up giving up a 1 and for the first 
time in the game go down 3-2. But it’s not finished yet we take a 2 and force Andrea to draw 
for her 1 in the 8th …. Yet again for the fourth time this week it’s an extra end and the 
hammer is again to be our friend,  with many guards left out front after multiple peel and 
double peel attempts Germany is finally left with a draw behind these guards to try and steal 
the game from us, she looks to be good and calls on her sweepers but it slowly glides through 
the one foot to finish just back of the button… we must try to follow it and sit right on the one 
foot if we are to be successful. I’m confident of the ice conditions, the swings have been 
consistent all week across all of the sheets. I ask the girls for a time and they reply 3.10 I 
deliver a 3.05 so we are pretty close on weight we just need to rely on the line calls from 
Christine and the weight calls from the girls…. as it crosses the hog line I can see it catching 
the swing and I called you can’t harm it,  Izzy and Mags are happy to hear this call and give 
the stone a helping hand into the one foot and onto the face of the German counter to win for 
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Scotland yet another gold senior medal …. I’m in the air and bouncing about like a daft thing 
or is that a young daft senior thing!   
 
Many thanks to the RCCC for their support, to the sponsors, to the Scottish fans we had in 
Karlstad, to all our wonderful friends and family who sent lots of support from back home via 
text and facebook and especially to my team Christine, Izzy, Mags and Margaret what a great 
bunch of girls. We finish this season on a real high undefeated through the Scottish Senior 
Championships and then undefeated through the World Senior Championships … it’s just 
amazing… here’s to many more fun times together with all my friends in the sport we all 
love….CURLING. 
 
President Marion: Thank you Margaret. Would you continue with your tour report please.  
 

12. Tours 
a. 2015 Scottish Ladies Tour to Canada 

 
President Marion, Ladies, Gentleman, honoured guests…. fellow Tourists - it was a 
pleasure and a privilege to be Tour Captain of the 7th Scottish Ladies Tour to Canada.  
The Tour took place over a 3 week period in November last year, but the preparations 
began some 15 months before in September following the selection of the Tourists.  
My own involvement began a little bit earlier when I received a call from President Mary 
Ann inviting me to be Tour Captain – I must admit, I did hesitate for a moment – it’s not a 
role I would have sought, but the opportunity to put something back into a sport I have 
had a lot out of encouraged me to take on the role.  
If you fail to prepare, be prepared to fail 
9/10ths preparation, 1/10th execution were the phrases that were in my mind as we set 
about organising the Tour. 
 
President Mary Ann provided me with details of my Executive – Fiona as Vice Captain, 
Jan as Treasurer and Ruth as Secretary, but there after it was a blank canvas. As I told 
my fellow Tourists on more than one occasion – this Tour will be what we make it.  
We were to visit the provinces of Quebec and Ontario, the latter being very familiar to me 
as I lived and curled there for 3 years in the late 80s. I wanted to make sure that we had 
the right balance of curling and tourist activities – I didn’t want my fellow Tourists to “just 
see the inside of an ice rink” when there is so much to see and do in Canada. 
I sought input from my fellow tourists - asking who had already visited Canada, who had 
been to Ontario or Quebec, what did they want to see, where did they want to go?  
Armed with this information I made contact with our Tour Courier, Fran Todd, and set 
about reviewing options with her to agree upon a suitable itinerary.  
Fran proved to be every bit as organised as we were. She had been on the Tour to 
Scotland in 2010 and knew exactly what was involved. Occasionally, she did question our 
choices – Chateau Frontenac in Quebec – did we realise the cost?  she asked. Niagara 
Falls – the weather might not be the best in November. As it turned out staying at this 
Iconic hotel where Churchill met with US president Roosevelt  for the 1943 war 
conferences  and seeing the magnificent Falls on a bright sunny day were to be two of 
the highlights of our Tour. 
My executive and I set about organising our first Tour gathering on 10th November at 
Hamilton Ice Rink. My fellow Tourists hailed from the 4 corners of Scotland from 
Inverness to Ayr, from Aberdeen to Lockerbie and all parts in between. So email became 
the preferred medium of communication. 
The Executive met a couple of times in advance of the 10th to make plans for the Tour.  
As you will see from the Tour display, we organised our fellow Tourists into groups to fulfil 
the various remits – On Ice uniforms, Off Ice Uniforms, Communications, Entertainment, 
Badges, Pins, Logo, Gifts. There is a lot of hard work involved in organising a Tour, but it 
can be a lot of fun too. As Tour Captain my job was to ensure that everyone had a good 
time, doing something they wanted to do. 
Some selections were relatively easy – for those of you who know Alison Taylor, being in 
charge of off ice clothing was like letting a child loose in a sweety shop, other selections 
required more thought. Margaret Pottie and her entertainment team had a particularly 
challenging remit – Gareth Malone would have would have struggled, but Margaret and 
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her team rose to the challenge and licked us into shape providing some fantastic lyrics to 
what proved to be popular songs on Tour.  
Communications was another easy choice – I was aware that Fiona Macfarlane and her 
husband Gary had some experience of blogging so I felt that communications was in safe 
hands – indeed for those of you who have taken the chance to visit our blog I am sure 
you will agree that they did a fantastic job.  
Our on ice outfits were very popular with both our Tourists and our Canadian hosts - 
some even asking where they could buy our jackets – this is a testimony to Helen 
Drummond’s experience who advised me the key was  to “pick a shade to compliment the 
complexion of a woman of a certain age”.  
Over the course of the next 12 months, we curled at Hamilton, Greenacres and Kinross, 
cooked in Kilmarnock, golfed and bowled in Blairgowrie and sang and danced in Forfar – 
although the latter may make the comedy section on You Tube rather than the Musical 
entertainment section. We even had a makeover in advance of our Tour pictures being 
taken. All of these activities allowed us to get to know each other both on and off the ice 
and was ideal preparation for spending 3 weeks together in Canada. 
Along the way we benefitted greatly from advice provided by past Tourists. I encouraged 
all of our Tourists to speak to past Tourists and listen to any advice they could offer. We 
also invited past Tourists along to our gatherings to provide specific advice. Particular 
thanks to Marion Craig, Margaret Brown, Lynn Stevenson and Ena Stevenson for their 
words of wisdom and also to Maggie Scott and Christine Stewart for filling in when we 
were one or two short for our curling practice. 
We even designed our own tartan along the way and gave it the very apt title of 
“Canadian Fling 2015”. 
Our last gathering before we departed for Canada was a “Past Tourists” bonspiel at 
Hamilton. In the absence of a suitable competition to give us some practice we decided to 
create our own. At this point I would like to say a special thank you to my sister in law 
Marion Craig who picked up the challenge of organising this charity bonspiel and to all 
Past Tourists who came along and helped to make it a really successful day. President 
Marion was on hand to present a cheque for over £2500 to Alzheimer’s Scotland. 
Having set the final team line ups for the Tour there were still two important teams to be 
organised, for no Tour is complete without “Morning Class” and the “Court”. For morning 
class, the Lady and the Duchess of the Tour as they would become known were ably 
supported by Pixie and Dixie and the concoctions that they serve up to us on a regular 
basis were Gin Fizz and Mimosas. Those pick me ups were just what we needed to start 
the day on what was to be an action packed Tour. 
I already had someone in mind for our Judge – Helen Drummond gave an outstanding 
performance as our Judge in residence, ably supported by her aptly named “She Devils” 
– not much escaped their beady eyes, although some Tourists appeared infront of M’Lord 
more than others. 
My fellow Tourists agreed that  the fines raised by the Court should be for charity and I 
suggested we could involve our Canadian Hosts in this endeavour by playing a version of 
Heads and Tails that we called “bunnets and kilts” at each dinner we attended. This went 
down very well with our Canadian Hosts who have now found a quick and easy way to 
fund raise without the need for raffle tickets. 
As we departed from Edinburgh Airport on a cool November morning, we were about to 
embark on a fantastic journey. I likened it to being on a roller coaster ride where we were 
just at the top of the long slow rise about to turn that final corner, take a big breath and off 
we went on the ride of a life time. A journey that would take us from opulence of the 
Chateau Frontenac in Quebec, to the warmth of the Blind River Curling Club in Northern 
Ontario, to the magnificent Niagara Falls and the closing banquet at Mississauga Golf 
and Country Club. 
Two flights and 13 hours later we arrived at Montreal Airport resplendent in our lovely 
pink team sweaters which prompted one Canadian to ask “Gee are you the pink 
panthers” only for a wee Scottish voice to pipe up “ More like Cougars”.  
Our couriers, Fran, Jane, Cathy and Helen looked after us so well – nothing was too 
much trouble, indeed when Fran said she had managed to organise a Bar for the bus, I 
said fantastic – what does it have – beer, gin – she looked shocked – no Margaret she 
said – a bar to hang your jackets on so they don’t get crushed. Much to my fellow tourists 
delight Fran did also manage to organise a “bar” for the bus. 
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We travelled by bus, plane and even ferry – the shortest ferry in the world – between 
Toronto and Toronto Island Airport. I know it’s the shortest ferry, because the only time I 
saw the super organised Fran in a flap was when she left her jacket in the bus on the 
other side of the water and she ran back through the foot tunnel to get it and still made it 
back in time to catch our short flight to Sudbury.  
All the clubs we visited had put a lot of effort into hosting our tour group and making our 
visit to each club special in its own way. Indeed one rather smart club told us they had 
fund raised by selling “condoms” which intrigued me until they explained that this is what 
they call their broom head covers! 
We were treated royally where ever we went – on a number of occasions the gentlemen 
of the club prepared and served our meal – I wonder if we will ever see that here? 
The wine and gin at times flowed all too freely indeed one morning I woke up and put on 
my specs to check the time and found great difficulty focussing – must have been quite a 
night I thought as I continue trying to focus only to have my roommate point out that I was 
wearing her specs!  
And so to the curling – Quebec and Ontario have 350 ice rinks, curling is the number one 
participation sport in Canada and it has a high TV profile. We curled at the home ice rinks 
of Canadian Champions – Rachel Homan and Olympic Gold Medallists Brad Jacobs. For 
those of you who followed our blog online you will see that we met Brad in Sault St Marie 
– Brad and 24 lovely Scottish Ladies – now there is a great photo opportunity. Maggie 
Barry was on cloud nine for days. 
We played against current provincial champions, past Canadian Champions and past 
World champions along the way, but in the main we played against curlers who love the 
game just like we do and who just wanted to share the fellowship and the friendship of 
curling.  
All games were played in the best of spirits and in some respects the scores didn’t matter, 
but we were playing for the Muriel Fage trophy and once you step on that ice you do want 
to win.  
We were a team of 24 and the individual scores became incidental as sometimes you 
would face tough opposition and “take one for the team”. We got off to slow start – over 
indulgence in Quebec City perhaps, but then by the half-way point we were into our stride 
and in the end ran out comfortable winners and we were delighted to receive the Trophy 
at our final dinner in Mississauga Golf and Country Club.  
That night we also presented a cheque for $2130 to the Sandra Schmirler Foundation of 
Canada being half of the funds that we had raised whilst on Tour and I am delighted to 
say that we will be presenting a similar cheque to Alzheimer’s Scotland today. 
From start to finish what a great trip we had. There are too many tales to tell and each of 
my fellow Tourists will have their own unique stories and memories of this once in a 
lifetime trip. Everyone played their part both before and on Tour and contributed to 
making it a memorable Tour for all.  
Each tour is different and I am sure that each Tourist thinks that their Tour was the best. 
As I look back through my diary and the pictures and as we come together as a Tour 
group and reminisce I feel different – I don’t think that our Tour was the best – I know it 
was. 
 
President Marion: Thank you Margaret, we now have some presentations.  

 
13. Presentations 

a. Margaret Richardson to Alzheimer Scotland 
The first of our presentations is to Abbie Parkhouse of Alzheimer Scotland and she is 
receiving the cheque from Margaret Richardson. (Applause) Abbie thanked the Ladies 
Branch for the incredible donation. (Applause) 

 
b. Morton Trophy 

Can I please call on Ayr representative Margaret White to come forward to receive the 
Morton Trophy on behalf of the Ayr team. (Applause) 

 
c. Scottish Champions:   

Would Eve and Vicki like to come forward to receive their Scottish Women’s 
championship brooches and also we have a small gift from the Ladies Branch in 
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recognition of their silver medal win in the European Championships in Esberg. 
(Applause) 
 
Now if I could ask for the two Margarets to come forward and get their gift for being Gold 
Medallists at the World Senior Championships. (Applause) 
 

d. Three Scottish Championships 
Now we come to the last presentation which isn’t actually on your agenda and this a 
special presentation this year for the first winner of three championships, the Scottish 
Women’s Championships, Scottish Seniors and National Masters. So we have something 
to give to you Maggie Scott. (Applause) 
 

 
14. Election of Office Bearers 

President Marion: Next we move on to the Election of Office Bearers 
 

Outgoing President Marion: We move on to the election of the President of the Ladies 
Branch, RCCC for 2016/17. It gives me great pleasure to nominate Jan Howard. Jan has worked 
hard for the Ladies Branch this year; although she did escape again as I say to Canada but she 
has been especially busy as convenor of the organising committee for the incoming tour and as I 
have already said several times a spread sheet supremo. I am sure Jan will be a dedicated 
president and I have every confidence in nominating her.  
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Elaine Telfer (Greenacres) 
Honorary President Kate, President Marion, Immediate Past President Mary Anne and all past 
presidents, Sister Curlers, Invited Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I am especially pleased, and indeed delighted, to second the nomination for Jan, to the position of 
President, Ladies Branch, Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
Anyone who knows Jan, and her swinging kilt which, I am sure, the incoming USA ladies tour will 
fully appreciate!, would say she is no new comer to the Roaring Game, having been encouraged 
by her father to take up the sport, at Crossmyloof ice rink. 
 
She now plays at Greenacres Curling Club, where Reform is her Mother Club. Jan is also a 
member of Greenacres Ladies and been their excellent club secretary for the past two years. 
 
Jan is also a first-class ambassador for curling, constantly encouraging newcomers to the sport. 
Her passion and enthusiasm continues in her role as lead coach of the Waterfront Juniors and 
coach educator for the Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
Last November saw a group of our lady curlers participating in the out-going Canadian tour. Jan 
was there and told me she had a memorable time! She was also the group’s treasurer and I am 
sure the books balanced, especially with her spread-sheet skills!  
 
During the past year, as Ladies Branch Vice-President, Jan has given her commitment to the 
workings of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, through membership and participation in a range 
of committees, including the Ladies Standing Committee, and is currently helping with 
arrangements for the incoming USA tour, this November. No easy task, I am sure, as we found 
out this morning! 
 
These many years of playing curling, not only in Scotland, but Internationally, along with what I 
have just imparted, stands Jan in good stead to undertake the role of President, Ladies Branch, 
Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
This, and knowing her personally, gives me no hesitation to second her nomination for this role. 
Greenacres Ladies Branch and her fellow club members wish her well in this new role and offer 
her their full support. 
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Thank you. (Applause)  
Outgoing President Marion: Thank you Elaine – It give me great pleasure to hand over the 
Presidents Badge and Rose Bowl to Jan. As befits your sailing background Jan, I wish you calm 
waters in the year ahead as President of the Ladies Branch 2016/2017.  
 
President Jan - Introductory Speech:  
Past President Marion, Honorary President Kate, Past Presidents, Ladies and Gentlemen and 
Honoured guests. 
 
I am honoured to accept formally the role of President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club. I know I have big shoes to fill with my wee size 4 feet. Both past 
presidents Mary Anne and Marion have been the best models possible for this role and I cannot 
thank them enough for affording me the opportunity to follow them on the same journey. I will 
endeavour to do my utmost to live up to the standards they have demonstrated. 
 
My sincerest thanks go to Marion and Elaine for their encouragement and support over the last 
few years. The time has simply flown by and now here I am. It will be a privilege to represent all of 
you in the coming year.  
 
As Elaine has said in her potted history of my curling life, I am a Glasgow girl who took up curling 
as an under 21 on Sunday afternoons. Later the Glasgow Young Curlers Club was founded from 
that U21 group. Many of my then fellow junior curlers remain to this day weel-kent faces in the 
curling community. I can safely say that the bug was caught and not just by me.  
Time out for family and then developing my career limited my opportunities to curl for a while. 
However along the way I become a curling parent, grandparent, competitor, club office bearer, 
coach and coach educator.  
 
Being a long standing member of Reform CC, playing abroad became a regular biennial 
excursion to European venues, via the Reform Touring Club. Canada called and off I went to the 
Ottawa Valley for a Renfrewshire Province tour. Canada beckoned again when my application to 
participate in the RCCC tour of central Canada was accepted. What great friendships were made 
from what I firmly regard as a worldwide curling community.  
 
Having worked with young people in my career and leisure time, my commitment to developing 
the junior curler remains my priority. In a world where leisure choices for young people abound, 
big challenges face our sport with much competition from other sources. I am ever hopeful that 
we can resist those influences and introduce increasing numbers of young players to forge life-
long friendships through their curling. 
 
The year ahead will be exciting and challenging. I am up for the challenge of lots of travelling and 
presidential duties which will keep me very busy.  
 
However, I know there will be times when I will look around for Marion, only to find she’s not 
there. But, and this is not a threat Marion, I know she’ll be at the other end of a telephone line and 
that we will continue to work together for the US tour in November.  
 
Marion, what a president you have been. Always calm and knowledgeable, you have inspired me 
and I’m sure many others too, to go that extra mile.  
 
All my best wishes go with you as you return to a ’normal’ life with your trusty ipad at the ready. 
Marion, please accept this Past President’s badge and this gift in appreciation of your 
immeasurable contribution to the Ladies’ Branch over the past 5 years. Thank you. (Applause) 
 
Election of Vice President Margaret Pottie (Nairn Ladies) We now come to the election of Vice 
President, I propose Margaret Pottie, Junior Vice President be Vice President.  

 
Seconder: Ann Gibb (Cawdor)  
Honorary President Kate, President Jan, Past Presidents, Sister Curlers, invited guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen. It gives me great pleasure to second the nomination of Margaret Pottie as the 
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Vice President of the Ladies Branch, RCCC. Margaret was introduced to curling 46 years ago by 
her husband Bob. Margaret is a member of the WI and is an enthusiastic walker and gardener. 
She has always been a keen curler and has held all offices in her curling club, Nairn Ladies and is 
also a Past President of Northern Counties Lady Curlers. She is the first women to join the all-
male Nairn Curling Club and is also a member of Wengen Curling Club. During her two years 
presidency of Northern Counties Lady Curlers she was involved in organising the highly 
successful Henderson Bishop competition and also the previous incoming Canadian Tour. She 
enjoyed her tour to Canada and was responsible for organising the tour entertainment. All this will 
stand her in good stead for working as part of the Ladies Standing Committee. All Northern 
Counties Ladies wish her well and offer her their full support. (Applause)  
 
Vice President Margaret: Honorary President Kate, President Jan, past President Marion, Sister 
Curlers, and invited guests. Thank you Jan and thank you Anne for your support. 
 
I am honoured to accept the post of Vice President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club. As mainly a club curler it has been a steep learning curve for me, but a most 
enjoyable one. Our Scottish Ladies Tour to Canada was a highlight that I will never forget. The 
past year has flown by and I would like to thank Marion and Jan for their valuable help and 
friendship during the past year.  
 I have enjoyed being part of the team and working along with them and the Ladies of the 
Standing Committee and look forward to having more time to work and encourage and promote 
Ladies’ curling in the year ahead. Thank you. 
 
President Jan: It gives me great pleasure to propose Margaret Nicol as Junior Vice President of 
the Ladies Branch, RCCC. 

 
Seconder: Lois Copland (Currie and Balerno) 
Honorary President Kate, President Jan, Vice President Margaret, Past Presidents’, sister curlers 
and invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.  It gives me great pleasure to second the nomination 
of Margaret Nicol as Junior Vice President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling 
Club. 
 
Margaret was introduced to curling through another sport entirely. Her local badminton club, of 
which she and her husband Norman were members, organised a curling session at their local 
rink.  It was an evening of much fun and lots of hogged stones, however, undaunted they were 
keen to do more - so went on a coaching session run by Anne Gumley, who apparently put them 
through their paces!  They were hooked and 30 plus years later both are still curling. Margaret is a 
member of both Ladies and Mixed clubs.  For the past two years she has been President of the 
Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies Centre and their representative on the Ladies Branch. She is the 
immediate past president of her mother club, Currie & Balerno and is currently company secretary 
and a director of Edinburgh Curling Club. 
 
Margaret is a keen and competitive curler and was delighted to win a silver medal in this years’ 
Henderson Bishop in Lockerbie… that said, I am sure she would have preferred the gold!  
Margaret has travelled the world extensively both for work and pleasure. All of these experiences 
will stand her in good stead during her time as Junior Vice President. Finally, on behalf of 
Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies Centre and Currie & Balerno Curling Club we wish her well in her 
new position and offer her our full support. (Applause) Thank you. 

 
Junior Vice President Margaret Nicol: Honorary President Kate, President Jan, Vice President 
Margaret, Past Presidents, sister curlers and invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank you 
Jan and Lois for your support. It is a great honour for myself and Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies 
Centre to be nominated for the post of Junior Vice President of the Ladies Centre of the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Society and I am delighted to accept the nomination. I have enjoyed and 
gained much from curling. As Junior Vice President I look forward to continuing to use the 
experience I have gained over the past two years being on the Ladies Branch in a new capacity. 
As Junior Vice President I will work hard to support both Jan and Margaret in their roles as well as 
promote curling and in particular women’s curling and the Ladies Branch. Thank you for this 
honour I will endeavour to work really hard at it.  
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President Jan: Thank you Margaret and I would now like to propose Gail Munro as Honorary 
Treasurer. 

 
Seconder: Margaret Pottie (Nairn Ladies): Just knowing Gail on the Ladies Branch and how 
much work she does for us I have no hesitation in seconding Gail for treasurer.  

 
15. AOCB 

President Jan: And now that takes us on to the last item on the agenda. Has anyone got anything 
they would like to discuss before I move on? 
 
Gail Munro (Honorary Treasurer): Madame President, I was particularly entertained by James 
Leishman, as I am sure you all were. (Applause) I would like to propose that we make a small 
donation from the Ladies Branch to the Mary Leishman foundation. (Applause)  
 
President Jan: I second that Gail. 
 
President Jan: The AGM of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club will take place at 2 o’clock on 
Saturday 18

th
 June at Braehead, I look forward to seeing lots of you there and hope it will go very 

well for you Clive, I wish you all the very best and thank you Billy as well. 
 
The Morton trophy final after much discussion will be taking place at Fife Ice Arena in 2016 until 
the issues have been discussed further. 
 
All our fellow curlers should be encouraged to take a look at the Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
website.  It’s a mine of important information and contains archived data which some people might 
find very interesting. 
 
Should there be no further business can I now please call upon Anne Mitchell to give the vote of 
thanks.  

  
16. Vote of Thanks 

Ann Mitchell 
President Jan, President Billy, Past Presidents, Honorary President Kate, Honoured Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
I am extremely delighted to give the vote of thanks this afternoon on behalf of Kirkcaldy Ladies 
Centre members. 
 
Firstly to immediate Past President Marion, for presiding so ably over the first part of the meeting 
a skill she has shown through all the LSC meetings during her Presidential year. Marion, it is quite 
a while since we had a Ladies Branch President from Kirkcaldy Ladies Centre and you have 
made us all extremely proud and tearful. (Applause) You have carried out your role with flair, 
dignity and enthusiasm. You have supported elite curlers, from junior to senior, in their 
International Games at home and abroad. You have supported club and grass roots curlers at 
home, in particular our future generation of young curlers. You have even represented Scotland in 
the Four Nations at Greenacres. You have also represented us as an observer at the RCCC 
Board and liaised closely with the staff at Ochil House. 
 
I would also wish to thank you on behalf of all those who were present last evening at your 
reception at Cameron Hall once we found it, what a great evening! Please take a well-earned rest 
and come back to us at Kirkcaldy Centre fully refreshed! (Applause) 
 
Congratulations to our new President Jan, we wish you and your committee every success in 
what is going to be a busy term of office. 
 
Thank you to all who gave us such fulsome presentation on their successes and exploits. 
Congratulations to the winning teams and the best of luck for next year, particularly in our locally 
led Europeans. 
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Thanks are due also to Provost Jim for leading us off with such a great start. Thank Gail, that is a 
wonderful suggestion, I was thinking all the time there we should have a little bowl for the Mary 
Leishman Foundation. 
 
Thank you to the staff of the Dean Park hotel for their support today. 
Finally thank you all for attending today and hope that you go home replete after sampling the 
hotel’s afternoon tea and the tray bakes supplied by Fife Ice Arena curlers! I would ask all present 
to show your appreciation in the normal fashion. 

 
President Jan: 
The meeting is now over and I wish everyone a safe journey home. 
 
(The meeting finished at 4:25pm) 


