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Minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting of the Ladies Branch of the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club held on Tuesday, 9th May 2017 at Greenacres Curling Rink, 
Bowfield Road, Howwood, Renfrewshire PA9 1DE at 2pm. 
 
Present 
Office Bearers: Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice President), Margaret Nicol 
(Junior Vice President) Gail Munro (Treasurer), Kate Caithness OBE (Honorary President) 
 
Past Presidents: Fiona Hardie (Crocketford), Sheila Watson (Cumnock and District), Marion 
Murdoch (Dryfesdale), Ena Stevenson (Dunfermline Ladies), Kathleen Scott (Dunkeld), 
Marion Craig (East Kilbride and Haremyres), Jeanette Johnston (Falkirk Ladies), Alison 
McDermid (Glasgow Ladies), Isobel Torrance (Hamilton and Thornyhill), Anne Malcolm 
(Hercules Ladies), Kay Gibb (Northern Lights), Mary Anne McWilliam (Portpatrick), Patricia 
Thomson (Rolling Stones), Marion Fraser (Strathkinness), Kirsty Letton (Troon Portland) 
 
Centre Representatives: Margaret White (Ayr), Fiona MacFarlane (Braehead), Marion 
Mather (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), 
Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), Ann-
Maree Davidson (Perth), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), Annette Blair 
(Waterfront) 
 
New Centre Representatives: Corrie Lawrence (Ayr), Liz Paul (Braehead), Anne Shaw 
(Forfar), Trisha Petrie (Kinross), Anna Burnside (Stirling) 
 
Invited Guests: Bruce Crawford (CEO), Alastair MacNish (Chairman), Clive Thomson 
(RCCC President), Judith Thomson (Rolling Stones) 
 
Individual Members (in alphabetically order by club): Jill McEwan (Abdie Ladies), Mary 
Robertson (Alternative), Margaret Allan (Avondale Heather), Margaret Nicol (Ayr), Caroline 
Borwick (Ayr Country), Rhona Fleming (Ayton Castle), Margaret Lambie (Balcaskie), 
Margaret Robertson (Bathgate), Maryel FitzRandolph (Bridge of Weir), Ena Smith (Cadzow), 
Janet McMillan (Castle Kennedy), Helen Young (Castle Kennedy), Christine Miller (Ceres), 
Maggie Barry (Corstorphine Ladies), Carolyn Tough (Corstorphine Ladies), Anne Marie 
Ross (Corstorphine Ladies), Caroleen Clark (Druids), Elspeth MacLean (Druids), Hazel 
Wales (Dumfries Ice Bowl Curling Association), Sheena Murdoch (Dundonald), Jennifer 
Mutter (Dundonald), Dor Borthwick (Dunfermline Ladies), Liz Cullen (Earlston), Jim Cullen 
(Earlston), Margaret Richardson (East Kilbride and Haremyres), Lillian Carnegie (Forfar 
Ladies), Margaret Mauchline (Forth Valley Ladies), Morag Wellman (Fossoway Ladies), 
Mary Shaw (Galston Haymouth), Liz Boswell (Galston Haymouth), Elizabeth Shaw (Galston 
Haymouth), Sheena Boyd (Glasgow Ladies), Lesley Arrowsmith (Gogar Park), Helen 
Mathieson (Greenlaw), Margaret Hastie (Inverness), Mima Strang (Kilmarnock), Margaret 
Armstrong (Kippen), Helen Lyburn (Kirkoswald), Pat Galloway (Kirkoswald), Barbara Sherriff 
(Kirriemuir Ladies), Marnie Ewart (Kirriemuir Ladies), Alison Taylor (Lesmahagow Ladies), 
Susan Fleming (Lochmaben Castle), Helen Pirnie (Lynedoch Ladies), Shelagh Fulton 
(Lynedoch Ladies), Rosie Andrews (Maxwell Ladies), Heather Billett (Nairn Ladies), Carolyn 
Nicoll (Panmure), Margaret Cairns (Perth Ladies), Morag Ballantyne (Perth Ladies), Dorothy 
Greenhorn (Raith and Abbotshall Ladies), Elaine Semple (Reform), Carolyn Hibberd 
(Reform), Alison MacLennan (Reform), David Howard (Reform), Marion Malcolm (Rubislaw), 
Ruth Addinall (SIAE), Jane McLaren (Strathendrick), Lorna Baird (Stra'ven Ladies), Sarah 
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Mateer (Stra'ven Ladies), May Steel (Symington) Judith Dixon (Swinton), Jo Pegg 
(Uplawmoor), Annette MacDonald (West Stirlingshire Ladies) 
 
1. Welcome 

 
President Jan: Good afternoon ladies, gentlemen, fellow curlers and welcome to 
Greenacres and the 57th Annual General Meeting of the Ladies Branch of the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club. A special welcome to those of whom this is their first AGM and 
those who have travelled a long distance to be here, thank you for coming.  
 
May I ask you all to take note of the fire exits.  We are not expecting a fire drill today so 
should the alarm sound make your way to the nearest exit from where you are seated.  
 
Also thank you for ensuring that your mobiles are switched off or on to silent.  
 
Just a little bit about Greenacres.  The venue is my home ice rink and I am a life 
member.  That means I and a few others appear on the annual balance sheet as 
liabilities. No comment expected or required. Greenacres has been here since 1979.  
The original owner, John Stevenson, defied advice from the curling world when he 
decided to build the rink in the middle of nowhere.  However, it was curling’s field of gold. 
John built it and they did come. The list is long. Greenacres has nurtured many 
champions including Olympians over the years and the club has gone from strength to 
strength establishing a programme of annual international and national events on good 
ice. Its friendly, homely ambience masks the fact that some very serious curling happens 
here. Richard Harding and his staff are viewed as family by curlers throughout the world. 
It is also home ice to Reform, my mother club and Greenacres Ladies Curling Club of 
which I am secretary.  I am very proud to be a member of all three.   
 
In your AGM booklet, which was on your seat, you should find details of apologies, 
obituaries, new and resigning clubs and the Ladies Branch accounts are published.  
 
Should you wish to address the meeting, please raise your hand. We have two roving 
microphones.  I would ask you to wait for the microphone then state your name and club 
before speaking.  Our minute taker Laura needs to hear exactly what is being said for an 
accurate minute. If you know of any apologies not published in the booklet please ensure 
that you give this information to Laura after the end of the meeting. 
 
I would now like to introduce the top table. Please bear with me, I am sure we are all 
familiar faces however we may have some new faces among the attendees.  
 
On my left is Margaret Pottie, Vice President, and my right is Junior Vice President 
Margaret Nicol. Next to Margaret Pottie is Gail Munro, Honorary Treasurer and on the far 
side of Margaret Nicol is Laura Barr who is our minute taker today.  
 
A warm welcome to our honoured guests, the Director of the RCCC Board Alastair 
MacNish. Clive Thomson, President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club and Judith his 
wife. Our Chief Executive Officer Bruce Crawford hasn’t been here for a couple of years, 
but he has come today and he is very welcome.  
 
I am delighted to welcome Honorary President Kate Caithness OBE and President of the 
World Curling Federation. She is seated in the front row among the Past Presidents. It is 
a pleasure to welcome so many Past Presidents and I would like us all to acknowledge 
them.  Please stand so we can thank you for coming along, Past Presidents. (Applause) 
I wish to honour all our Ladies Branch members who have won medals in world 
championships this year. We had success in the World Senior Women’s, World 
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Women’s, World Junior Women’s, World Wheelchair, Europeans Women’s and Mixed 
Doubles. We will hear reports later from the teams and their representatives. In the 
meantime, please make yourself visible for a round of applause. (Applause)  

 
2. Apologies 

 
Past Presidents: Brenda Macintyre (Belmaduthy), Jennifer Bain (Carrington), Joan 
Forrest (Coldstream and Hirsel), Irene Hird (Dollar Ladies), Sheila Miller (Edinburgh 
Ladies), Marjorie Kidd (Edinburgh Ladies), Isobel Forrest (Hamilton Ladies), Johan 
Steele (Lesmahagow Ladies Section), Claire McLaren (Lynedoch Ladies) 
 
Centre Representatives: Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy) 
 
New Centre Representatives: Jackie Orr (Greenacres) 

 
Invited Guests: Lauren Gray (Balfron), Kelly Schafer (Dun), Eve Muirhead (Dunkeld), 
Anna Sloan (Hutton), Vicki Adams (Portpatrick), Glenn Howard, Sophie Sinclair (Gogar 
Park Young Curlers), Sophie Jackson (Holywood), Mili Smith (Perth Junior), Naomi 
Brown (Stoneykirk), Cate Brewster, Janet Lindsay (East Kilbride and Haremyres), Isobel 
Hannen (Hamilton and Thornyhill), Jackie Lockhart (Laurencekirk), Christine Cannon 
(Wigtown), Aileen Neilson (Braehead Wheelchair), Angie Malone (Braehead Wheelchair) 
 
Individuals: Christine Cheape (Blair Atholl), Helen Hally (Craigielands), Marion 
McCormick (69 Club), Isla Kinnear (Abdie Ladies), Helen Gordon (Aberdour), Barbara 
Oag (Aberdeen Ladies), Liz Martin (Ayton Castle), Margaret Robertson (Ayton Castle), 
Jennifer Graham (Bearsden), Rosie Hutchison (Beresford Ladies), Pandy Courtney 
(Blythswood Curling Club), Sandra South (Cairngorm Ladies), Ann Turnbull (Cambo 
Ladies), Jenny Barr (Currie and Balerno), Susan Skene (Dalhousie Ladies), Lesley 
McConnell  (Dollar Ladies), Carolyn Johnston (Donalds) Isobel Rainy (Dumfries), Linsey 
McGillvray (Earlston), Catherine Edington (Edinburgh Ladies), Marjorie Liston 
(Edinburgh Ladies), Janet Lynch (Errol), Val Saville (Falkirk Ladies), Paula Nimmo 
(Galston Haymouth Curling Club), Jackie Orr (Gourock Ladies), Shelagh Main 
(Haddington), Elizabeth Tanse (Haddo), Katie Henderson (Haddo), Kate Henderson 
(Haddo House Curling Club), Pat Hughes Hercules Ladies), Mo Simpson (Highland 
Wheelchair), Liz Jamieson (Kilmacolm), Amanda James (Land O Burns), Hannah 
Fleming (Lochmaben Castle), Diane Gilmore (Logan), Elizabeth Bayne-Jardine (Lothian 
Ladies), Sheila C Clark (Lothian Ladies), Gillian Burns (Meldrum and Daviot), Hannah 
Erskine (Meldrum & Daviot), Marlyn McKenzie (Moray Firth Ladies), Frances Henderson 
(New Abbey), Margaret Ritch (Northern Lights), Jane Drysdale (Orwell Ladies Curling 
Club), Bridie Graham (Orwell Ladies Curling Club), Irene Robertson (Perth Royal 
Infirmary), Marie O'Kane (Reform), Karen Kennedy (Reform), Vilma Kirk (Schiehallion 
Ladies), Mary Foy (Troon Portland) 

 
Clubs: Bothwell Ladies, Dumbreck Ladies, Howwood 
 

3. In Memoriam 
 
President Jan: In your booklet, we have a list of those who have passed away; added to 
that list should be Raye Rickard and Betty Laing. Would you please join me in a few 
moments’ reflection as we remember those curlers who have passed since last year’s 
AGM.  (A minute silence was observed).  Thank you. 
 
Individual Members (in alphabetical order by club): Bunty Howden (Balcaskie), 
Evelyn McDade (Bank of Scotland, Glasgow), Roz Urquhart (Bught Ladies), Marion 
Couper (Dun), Mary Laird (Dunfermline Ladies), Marion King (East Kilbride & 
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Haremyres), Elizabeth Baird (East Kilbride & Haremyres), Betty Thom (Fossoway 
Ladies), Janet Beenham (Fossoway Ladies), Jenny Reekie (Hercules), Lucy Fleming 
(Hercules Ladies), Anne Lyle (Inverness Ice Rink Ladies), Elma Ker (Irvine), Nett Dow 
(Kilsyth Ladies), Diane Malone (Kingsmills), Doris McQueen (Kirkpartick-Durham), 
Marion Hodge (Kirkoswald), Betty White (Lynedoch Ladies), Margaret Isaac (Nairn 
Ladies), Rita Stark (New Monklands), Ros MacArthur (Ross Ladies), Elizabeth McDowall 
(Stranraer Ice Rink), Molly Kinnaird (Thornton), Bertha Peace (West Stirlingshire Ladies) 

 
4. Minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting 

President Jan: The minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 10th 
May 2016 at the Dean Park Hotel, Kirkcaldy have been published online and the minute 
may be taken as read. One amendment was notified as follows:-  
The date and venue of the 57th AGM was announced to be on Tuesday 9th of May 2017 
at Greenacres Curling Rink.  
This was missed from the online minutes but was published in the 2016/2017 RCCC 
Annual. 

 
Could I have a proposer please? 
 
Proposer: Past President Marion Fraser (Strathkinness Curling Club): I would like to 
propose the adoption of the 56th AGM minutes of the Ladies Branch, the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
President Jan: Do we have a seconder? 
 
Seconder: Fiona MacFarlane (Glasgow Ladies Curling Club): I am happy to second 
those. 
 
Present Jan: Thank you Marion and Fiona. 
 

5. Business arising from the Minutes 
We have no business arising from the minute as such. Does anyone have any matters 
arising from the minutes that will not be covered in the Agenda? 
 
President Jan: Okay, thank you Ladies.  

 
6. New Clubs and Resignations 

 
President Jan: Again, new clubs and resignations from the Royal Caledonian Curling 
Club are listed in the booklet. We welcome the new clubs, because we always want to 
development new clubs. We are very grateful for these clubs helping our numbers 
increase. 
 
New Clubs 2016-2017: Dundee University Student, Gryffe High School, Land O' Burns, 
Stirling Ice Rink Senior Ladies, Tongland (re-admitted) 

 
Resigned Clubs 2016-2017: Belmont October Ladies, Kilbarchan, Newtonmore 

 
 
7. President’s Report 

The next item is my President’s report. 
 
Like most of my fellow Past Presidents, coming to the end of my Presidential year, I feel I 
have been on a journey. Perhaps that does have something to do with the amount of 
travelling I have had in this particular presidential year but that is just fact. I’m more 
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inclined to think that the journey was more one of learning, of new experiences and new 
friendships. Challenges, oops moments, feel-good moments have all come my way. The 
feel-good moments certainly outweighed the challenges and oops moments and I know I 
will treasure all the good things that have happened to me for the rest of my life.  
 
We define the main aims of the Ladies’ Branch as fostering and encouraging women’s 
participation, and promoting friendship between women curlers across the world. I 
certainly feel that I have contributed in some little way to these aims. How proud can 
someone be when placing the medal over the heads of our women curlers who have 
endeavoured in the space of a week to achieve that place on the podium for their 
country? I cannot answer that. What I can say is I know what it feels like to be bursting 
with pride.  
 
Looking back at Past President Marion’s report last year, she talked about how on their 
return from the junior worlds, our junior women last year kept in the shadows whilst the 
gold medallist men basked in the glow of success. What a difference one year can make.  
Sophie Jackson, Naomi Brown, Mili Smith, Sophie Sinclair and alternative Laura Barr 
took Scotland from Division B through to qualify for Division A, finally to take silver in 
South Korea. With parents in the stands, they showed the world how good they were 
thanks to the hard work they put in and the support they have received. 
 
My year started relatively quietly with the regular LSC meeting in June. Immediately 
following the RCCC AGM, I attended my first Board meeting as an observer. What an 
interesting place to be. Decisions, decisions, decisions!  
 
Summer included a visit to Junior Summer Camp at the Peak. President Clive and I 
spent a lovely day observing how our young curlers are encouraged by performance 
coaches to fine tune their technique. They were all kept busy and were clearly enjoying 
themselves.  
 
In September, I chaired meetings regarding the incoming USWCA tour and the early 
stages of the 2018 Swedish Ladies’ Incoming Tour. Things were hotting up for our US 
tour, and my sincerest of thanks go to the tour executive and all the centres for their 
assistance and help during this time.  
  
September closed with the Pointe Claire reunion at Murrayfield Curling. For those non-
Canadian tourists, this was a very important reunion and one which is exclusively for 
those men and women curlers who have visited Pointe Claire as part of their Canadian 
tour. A bonspiel, supper and chat were enjoyed. 
 
October opened with the annual Ladies’ Branch Bonspiel which this year took place at 
The Peak. Under JVP Margaret’s keen eye, Stirling ladies organised the ice and a fine 
lunch for us. Well done and thank you everyone. 
 
The 2015 outgoing Canadian Tour held their reunion in Edinburgh in October. Again it 
was a well organised interesting activity comprising a guided walking tour, sampling food 
and beverages, followed by the theatre and supper in the evening. A grand day out was 
enjoyed by all but one - Madame President. She had to attend a wedding in Aberdeen. 
My fellow tourists were very quiet about their weekend in Edinburgh so I’m assuming the 
best. Hmmmm! 
 
November came in like a lion and went out like one too. The joint LSC/ASC meeting and 
the Priestfield Quaich bonspiel were held in Perth on the first day of November. My first 
report to the joint meeting can be found in the minute. A round of applause is due to the 
ladies who took part in the bonspiel. The Ladies’ Branch won!! (Applause) 
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Our US tourists then arrived on Saturday 5 November. No fireworks, but three weeks of 
couriering with Past President Mary Anne McWilliam throughout Scotland. As with every 
tour, we were kept busy with requirements and support. They were a great group of 
ladies who, sad to say, wiped the ice clean and took the Marguerite Roberts Quaich back 
home for the next 5 years. 
 
We were honoured to have Marguerite’s daughter tell the trophy’s story and present it to 
the USWCA at the closing banquet. Nothing happens on its own, and again without all 
the Ladies’ Branch centre organising groups, our USWCA tourists would not have had 
such a memorable time. I did find out that my perspective of their enthusiasm for 
watching the European Championships finals on their last day was somewhat misplaced. 
Can’t think why. Perhaps it had more to do with Norway’s Thomas Ulsrud being in the 
final.  
 
Early December and the Double Rink Championship found me presenting prizes in 
Stranraer. Numbers had disappointingly become a concern, and it was a rather quiet 
event, however the 2 Dunfermline rinks in the final played a very solid game and the 
trophy was well deserved.  
 
Following a couple of weeks R&R, and with just enough time to make room for 
Christmas and 3 family birthdays, the busiest part of my presidency was about to kick off. 
A few hours spent with the Glynhill Ladies at their dinner and then it was off to Aberdeen 
to the Junior Championships. What a show of terrific curling all the teams gave us.  Skips 
Cameron Bryce and Sophie Jackson very capably led their teams to become deserving 
champions.    
 
Ladies’ Branch members participated in the Four Nations at Greenacres. Sadly the only 
trophy won by Scotland was the Connie Miller Trophy. An enjoyable weekend was had 
by all however. 
 
Early February found me preparing for my trip to Pyongchang in South Korea, 
accompanied by my husband David, to attend the World Junior Championships. They 
were held in a very fine ice arena in Gangneung, one of the four ice arenas being 
prepared for the 2018 Winter Olympics.  
 
It was great to meet up with the parents who had made the journey there. A Scotch 
corner was established and, each Scottish team was encouraged noisily with inflatable 
’clangers’ and ‘clappers’ courtesy of the sponsors. It was a proud moment to present the 
silver medals to our Junior Ladies’ rink. Their journey there had begun with them 
qualifying Scotland for the World Championships, and then coming out on top at the 
Scottish Junior Championships all in the space of a few weeks. The South Koreans were 
very friendly and polite, always smiling. The town of Gangneung certainly had the air of a 
typical far eastern city, a bit chaotic and colourful. However I was not prepared for the 
stunning beauty of the beaches which run the full length of the South Korean eastern 
coastline. 
 
I had been looking forward to enjoying the Henderson Bishop finals in Kinross a few 
days after my return from South Korea, Sadly, due to personal circumstances; I was 
unable to do so. The Henderson Bishop was very unusually won by Murrayfield 2, with 
Murrayfield 1 winning the Cherrystone trophy. Vice President Margaret very kindly 
stepped up to the plate, presenting trophies to the 2 teams from the same rink.   
 
Later in March, I travelled up to Curl Aberdeen again to present the trophy at the Scottish 
Mixed Championships. I found myself again in a déjà-vu situation presenting silver 
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medals to Mili Smith and Sophie Sinclair. I would like to wish Billy Morton’s winning team 
of Rihann MacLeod, Barbara McFarlane and Grant Hardie all the very best for the World 
European Mixed Championships in Champéry in October. 
 
My next trip was to Kirkcaldy for the Morton Final. The welcome as usual was warm and 
the local Ladies’ Branch are to be thanked for a fine lunch and baking. As we all know, 
this is a valued Ladies’ Branch trophy and equally as unique and traditional as the 
Henderson Bishop.  
 
The ice turned out to be rather challenging. Our fullest appreciation and thanks go to Gail 
Munro, who had left home in the wee small hours of the morning, to be of assistance in 
prepping the ice for our finalists.  Forfar are to be congratulated on their victory, runners 
up being Kinross. 
 
Shortly after the Morton final, came my departure for Beijing and the Women’s World 
Championships. I was not going to be on my own. JVP Margaret and VP Margaret had 
decided to come along too. In the end, JVP Margaret had to cancel due to a health 
issue, and Bob Pottie came along with VP Margaret instead. They established a little 
Scotland in the stand and befriended a Chinese gentleman who learned how to shout 
‘Scotland!’ instead of ‘Sugolan!’.  
 
South Korea and China are very different places. There are 25 million people living in 
Beijing and 21 million more come to work in the city every day. The sheer quantity of 
cars and the size of the city, as well as the smog, are difficult to take in. Attending the 
Women’s World Championships in Beijing was interesting. The huge arena was full 
much of the time, though we never worked out why the Chinese spectators left half-way 
through games.  
 
Our women medalled again this season in a sport in which increasingly new nations are 
raising the bar. It’s a privilege to watch our teams go out there and keep going to the last 
and take their places on the podium. Thanks go to the professional team which looks 
after our athletes, coaches and physios now feature in everything the teams do. We as 
day to day curlers acknowledge that their curling life is very different from ours. We 
realise that performing on the international stage takes a power of work and dedication of 
a fair few people. 
 
Eve, Anna, Vicki, Lauren and Kelly worked hard in all their games.  Bronze medals were 
achieved. Well done girls. Each game is challenging at international level, however the 
girls showed what they are made of, persevered and won through to take home bronze. 
Towards the end of the week, we were able to meet up with the team for a brunch. It was 
nice to be with them and chat with them all, and also to meet my namesake, Coach 
Glenn Howard. 
 
As I said, Beijing is interesting and we did do a bit of sight-seeing at the Great Wall, the 
Forbidden City, Tian’anmen Square and the Pandas at the zoo. We learned to eat with 
chop sticks, and taught the very young policeman on duty all day every day at our entry 
gate how to greet people in English. 
 
Coming to the end of my year I attended the Virtual Challenge at Braehead. The High 
Road was won by Dundee team 1, and the low road by Fife team 4. A humbling 
experience when you consider the high quality of their game and that they have only 
been curling for a very short while.  
 
The next day I presented prizes at the Newcomers at Greenacres. Again it’s the quality 
with which so many of these very young curlers play which is quite remarkable.  
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My last duty was the junior mixed doubles at Braehead. This is a new discipline at junior 
level and this was the first U21 national final. As with my comments on the Virtual and 
Newcomers, I can only stand back in wonder at the accuracy and control of the junior 
mixed doubles games which I observed. 
 
Well, my globetrotting days are now over - for a short while. Time to hang my blue blazer 
up for the summer.  
 
Before I do that, I have several thanks to make. Past Presidents Marion and Mary Anne, 
you have been my role models throughout my last 3 years on the LSC Executive. Always 
the providers of sound advice and support, you have been the source of common sense 
and encouragement – and frequent laughter too. 
 
Honorary President Kate, I have had plenty of opportunity to watch you carry out your 
WCF duties so efficiently. Thank you so much for finding the time to come along 
yesterday and today, and for your valued help and support.  Where do you find the 
energy? And the cure for jet-lag? You must live out of a suitcase most of the time. 
However, one answer is that the Curling world would be a much poorer place without 
you.  
 
Ladies’ Branch local organising committees in 17 centres welcomed myself, fellow 
courier Mary Anne McWilliam, and 20 US women to their home rinks. Each LOC 
organised teams, hospitality, home-hosting and tourism.  Mary Anne and I visited places 
for the first time too.  It was an exhausting 3 weeks with very little down time. However 
there was plenty of fun too.  
 
I will never forget listening to Mary Anne on the bus AV system, educating the US Ladies 
as we drove through the Borders on tups, ewes and the significance of dyes of different 
colours and locations on sheep’s bodies! I’m sure she will have memorable moments of 
me too. Thanks for all your help, Mary Anne. 
 
My sincerest thanks go to the USWCA incoming tour executive. Past President and Tour 
Captain Brenda Macintyre, PPs Marion Fraser and Mary Anne McWilliam, Past Tourists 
Caroleen Clark, and Alison Taylor, thank you so much for the hard work that all of you 
put in to help make the US ladies’ tour such a great success. 
 
How do I thank VP Margaret Pottie?  Firstly, I would like to wish her all the very best for 
the future. Margaret has demonstrated such enthusiasm and commitment in her role as 
Vice President. I have appreciated these qualities so much.  She knows when to laugh 
and when to be serious. She is a very hard-working person who has become a good 
friend. However, according to PP Marion, I am the queen of spreadsheets. Well I have 
met my match in Margaret. Not spreadsheets, but she IS ‘proof-reader extraordinaire’.  
 
Thank you, Margaret, for your kindness and support throughout the last 2 years, as well 
as taking on some of my duties, particularly earlier this year.  I’m sure you feel time has 
already flown by.  It will continue to fly by, and you will never forget the experiences 
being a VP has given you. 
 
JVP Margaret Nicol, you and Margaret clearly work well together.  You are one third 
through your journey to President. I appreciate and have relied on your support and hard 
work.  I wish you good health and every success in the future.  
 
Treasurer Gail, thank you for keeping not just our accounts in order, but also keeping the 
LSC well informed on an amazing range of curling matters. Gail’s presence at LSC 



9 

 

meetings is always very much appreciated, though her life is often very busy. I do hope 
you will find a merchandising officer in the near future, Gail, but more realistically, make 
time to relax and enjoy yourself!!! 
 
Last but not least LSC Minute-taker Ruth. I’m sure the LSC owes you so many thank-
yous for carrying out a task that can be a real challenge at times.  
 
Ladies’ Brach representatives to the LSC, along with my Greenacres local ladies’ 
branch, your support and hard work both during the USWCA tour, but also over the last 
year, are truly appreciated.  May all of you enjoy a restful summer. Thank you. 
(Applause) 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report 

 
President Jan: May I now call upon Treasurer Gail Munro to report on the Ladies 
Branch accounts.  
 
Treasurer Gail: President Jan, Honoured guests. I would like to refer you to the ladies 
branch accounts for the year ending 30th April as published in your programmes. Again, I 
would suggest that these are quite self-explanatory and thankfully kept nice and simple 
by the RCCC office. I am in debt of gratitude to for the patience and help throughout the 
season, a special mention to Nicola Glencross who has managed to keep on top of 
everything despite her injury and being forced to work from home. Obviously, the sale of 
the Ladies Branch merchandising has decreased again as we are still without that 
elusive merchandising officer who would naturally drive sales, this is unlikely to change 
unless someone takes on this post. It is not written here but it doesn’t have to be 
someone already on the committee, someone can be co-opted onto that position and 
there would be a small honorarium if that were something to consider.  
 
Another observation, the international funds show a decrease on income although this is 
perhaps a small error on part of the office when deciding which column some of the 
amounts should be attributed too. When added to the new donations item the total 
amount more accurately reflects the amount received from ladies centres of £700.00 
plus the collection from last season’s AGM of £220.00 and a generous donation of 
£67.50 which was the remaining funds from the Ladies Branch Tour to Prague in 2009, 
so when all added up it does reach the correct amount. Actually rather than the £480.00, 
£700.00 came from International fund so again can I thank the local centres for their 
continued contribution and support to the ladies branch, it is much appreciated.  
The USWCA Tour income and expenditure balance where taken over the two years, 
which is a great relief. Can I take this opportunity to express my grateful thanks to those 
who completely took the pressure of me in this regard; Caroleen Clark who organised 
and managed the opening banquet, Alison Taylor who similarly looked after the closing 
banquet and Margaret Pottie who collated the payments of banquet tickets through the 
Ladies Branch Account, thank you all. 
 
As intimated at last year’s AGM the minute secretary honorarium was late in being paid 
resulting in two years being paid in this financial year. This is also the case for the 
Scottish Curling Championship brooches, the gifts and donations expenditure of 
£1,304.00 reflects this along with 400.00 which was donated to the Leichman Foundation 
following the entertaining start we had to last year’s AGM. The balance on account 
remains healthy and continues to allow us a degree of autonomy and affords us the 
flexibility and opportunity to be generous to those who support and promote ladies 
curling. 
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This concludes my report although I would be happy to answer any questions you may 
have from the floor.  
 
There being no questions, I would like to propose the adoption of the accounts.  
 
President Jan: Could I ask for a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Elaine Telfer (Greenacres Ladies Curling Club):  I am delighted to second 
the accounts. 
 
President Jan: Thank you Gail and Elaine. Could I now ask RCCC CEO Bruce 
Crawford to deliver his report.  

 
(See Annex A of these minutes for a copy of the Ladies’ Branch Accounts for the Year 
Ended 30 April 2017). 

 
9. RCCC Report 

 
Bruce Crawford: President Jan, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Thank you for inviting me to 
join you at your AGM today to report on some of the work of the RCCC.   
Others at this meeting will report on the success of our teams representing Scotland on 
the international stage, but firstly I would like to congratulate our women’s team on being 
bronze medallists at the European Championships in November, bronze medallists at 
the World Championships in Beijing and our Senior Women who won bronze at the 
Senior World Championships last month in Canada.  In this year our Men’s and 
Women’s Teams secured points for the 2018 Olympic Games with our Mixed Doubles 
team narrowly missing out. 
 
We ended the year with 641 clubs including the addition of Stirling Ice Rink Senior 
Ladies CC. 3 individual lady members reached 50 years of membership of RCCC 
including Helen Bell (Johnstone & District), Margaret Porteous (Threave Ladies) and 
Janette Sloan (Loch Connel) who will all be invited to the RCCC AGM at which they will 
be officially recognised. 
 
Seven Ladies were in teams that recorded eight ender results including a Dunfermline 
Ladies CC team in the Kinross Super League. 
 
A considerable part of our work is in managing and delivering programmes to grow the 
sport, and our team of Development Officers & voluntary Development Groups continue 
to work in partnership across the country. We are delighted to have been successful in 
securing funding through The Robertson Trust to enable us to employ a part-time 
Disability Curling Development Officer. Helen Kallow recently joined the staff team and 
will be working closely with The Scottish Wheelchair Curling Association to expand 
wheelchair curling opportunities as well as breaking down barriers to participation for 
other disabled people. 
 
A range of successful development programmes were delivered during 2016-17 
including the RCCC Adult Camp hosted at Stranraer and a number of Ladies Coaching 
Days. It is hoped that staff in conjunction with the Ladies Standing Committee will run 
some specific events targeting females in this forthcoming season. 
 
The RCCC has recently secured funding for 1 year to address inequalities that may 
exist. One area of focus is female participation at every level and every role in curling. 
The first initiative in this area is an open meeting on Saturday 17th June at 11am before 
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the RCCC AGM at Braehead. Please encourage anyone interested in promoting female 
participation in curling to come along. 
 
The RCCC Board currently has one female director, Helen Hally. At the AGM this year 
we have 6 candidates for 3 places. David Hardie, Hugh Templeton, Bobby Corbett, 
Leslie Ingram-Brown, Trevor Dodds and one female Susan Kesley. I trust that you will all 
use your democratic right to vote by post, online or in person. 
 
RCCC managed the recruitment and appointment of 154 volunteers for the European 
Curling Championships hosted at Braehead in November. The event was the first of four 
international events being hosted in Scotland from 2016 to 2020 and great athlete and 
spectator feedback was received. Scotland will host the 2018 World Junior 
Championships at Curling Aberdeen; we would love to see you there. 
 
Looking forward to the 2017-18 season, plans are developing to capitalise on the Winter 
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games with the associated increase in media attention. 
Our Development Manager Ailidh Hood along with new Workforce Development 
Manager Fiona Harfield will jointly host a Coaching & Development Conference at the 
start of the season, for which details will be available soon. 
 
Thanks to Jan and her committee in whose hands curling has been nurtured this last 
year.  I’d also like to express our thanks to all of you who have contributed to furthering 
the aims of the RCCC in so many ways.  (Applause) 
 
Bruce Crawford: I would be happy to take any question if anyone has any.  
 
President Jan: Thank you Bruce. 

 
10. Report on Ladies’ Competitions 

 
President Jan: We now move on to the reports on Ladies Competitions. 
 

a. The Scottish Women’s Championship: The Scottish Women's Championships 
18th - 25th February. This took place at Dewar's Centre, Perth in February. 
Seven teams entered. The Final was between Team Fleming, Hannah Fleming, 
Jennifer Dodds, Alice Spence and Vicky Wright and Team Muirhead, Eve 
Muirhead, Anna Sloan, Vicki Adams and Lauren Gray. Team Muirhead won and 
went on to represent Scotland in the Women's World Championships in Beijing, 
China - winning the bronze medal.   

 
b. The Scottish Junior Women’s Championship: The Scottish Junior Women's 

Championships, 18th-22nd January. This was held in Curl Aberdeen. Seven 
teams entered (no qualifiers were played). The final was between Team Jackson, 
Sophie Jackson, Naomi Brown, Mili Smith and Sophie Sinclair and Team Aitken, 
Karina Aitken, Rebecca Morrison, Hailey Duff and Laura Barr. Team Jackson 
won and went on to represent Scotland at the World Junior Championships in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea - winning the silver medal. 

 
c. The Scottish Senior Women’s Championship: The Scottish Senior Women's 

Championships. 9th-12th February. This was held at Lanarkshire Ice Rink, 
Hamilton. Twelve teams entered and were split in to two sections. The final was 
between Team Lockhart, Jackie Lockhart, Christine Cannon, Isabel Hannen and 
Margaret Richardson and Team McLaren, Jane McLaren, Jackie Craig, Fiona 
McFarlane and Marjorie McCulloch. Team Lockhart won and went on to 
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represent Scotland at the World Senior Women's Championships, Lethbridge, 
Canada - winning the Bronze Medal. 

 
d. The National Masters Women’s Championship: The National Masters 

Women's Championships 2nd-5th February. This was held at Greenacres, twelve 
teams entered divided into two sections of six. The final was between Team 
Scott, Margaret Scott, Margaret White, Yvonne Aitken and Fiona Rutherford and 
Team Semple, Elaine Semple, Alison MacLennan, Maggie Rutherford and Sheila 
Cowan. Team Semple won.   

 
e. The Henderson Bishop Trophy: The Henderson Bishop Trophy 27th February 

– 2nd March. Twenty teams took part in the final over four days at Kinross Ice 
Rink. In the final for the Henderson Bishop trophy, Murrayfield 2 (Currie and 
Balerno) skipped by Kerry Clark, Gina Aitken, Maggie Barry, Betty Gibb and 
Margaret Nicol were the winners over Stranraer skipped by Kate Adams, 
Christine Cannon, Katie Wright, Anne Wilson and Jenni Cannon. In the Low 
Road, the Cherrystone final was won by the Murrayfield 1 (Currie and Balerno) 
team skipped by Susan Kesley, Jenny Barr, Fran Stretton and Morna Aitken over 
the Aberdeen team skipped by Kay Gibb, Barbara Ogg, Gun Remaji and Carolyn 
Johnston. 

 
f. The Morton Trophy: Morton Trophy 14th March. The 51st Anniversary of the 

Morton Final took place at Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy. In the semi-finals Forfar beat 
Lanarkshire and Kinross beat Dumfries. Going on into the final Forfar beat 
Kinross two games to one. 

 
11. Reports of the Women’s International Championships 

 
President Jan: I would now like to ask for reports on the women’s curling 
championships, unfortunately none of the women’s team is available to report back at 
this year’s AGM however Vice President Margaret Pottie will do the team report on both 
the European Curling Championships and World Curling Championships. 

 
a. The European Curling Championships: 

Vice President Margaret Pottie: President, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Being used to 
long days travelling... this was a simple one for a change, a 30-minute drive to 
Glasgow! The team were in good spirits and ice was good and we began our quest 
for medals.   
 
We kicked off with Italy.  Good game and a solid victory.  It’s always good to start 
with a win in major championships.  Next few games we played well as a team we 
got stronger and stronger as the playoffs loomed.  
 
We secured our place in the playoff stages, now 2 straight semi-finals, not page 
playoff how it used to be.  
 
We were up against a strong Russian quartet and we started slow... not ideal!  But 
we knew it wasn’t over until the last stone was thrown.  As a team we battled hard 
with our new coach from Canada, who some of you may know, Glenn Howard 
looking on but it wasn’t going to be.  
 
Sweden beat Czech Republic in the other semi-final so this resulted in a Sweden-
Russia final and a Scotland – Czech bronze medal match. With only a matter of 
hours before we stepped back onto the ice there was no time to dwell on the semi 
but to realise there was still a medal up for grabs and that was in our grasp. 
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We were playing well scoring in the even ends and controlling the game.  With an 
array of Scotland flags and supporters in the crowd we used this to our advantage 
and won the Bronze!   
 
Scotland should be proud of the event the put on and the organisation was second to 
none.  All the volunteers we can’t thank you enough!  Always makes for a smooth run 
competition when everyone is having fun and enjoying it.  
 
It was great to have made the podium and medal for 7th Europeans running, but of 
course not quite the colour we were after.   
 
Thanks to the coaches and support staff for their efforts throughout the week and 5th 
man Kelly for all your hard work.   
 
Thank you. 

 
b. The World Women’s Curling Championships:  

 
Vice President Margaret Pottie: And now a report from Eve on the World Women’s 
Curling Championships. 
 
President, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
The chance of playing another World ladies championship was fantastic.  It’s never 
easy to win the Scottish title but we remained focussed and achieved our first goal.   
 
There was a little of the unknown for us heading to China.  A couple of us had been 
before for the University games, but the majority hadn’t.  How was the food going to 
be?  Was there bad smog?  And so on... We went as best prepared we could to 
cover all bases!  
 
We arrived into Beijing a week early to get over jet lag and to spend a couple days 
training in the gym and at a local curling club. The club & ice was interesting.... from 
turning the rock over to clean it and the handle falling off, to a surface being like a 
ploughed field! We had some fun though, lots of negative ice and lots of shots you 
couldn’t usually make we made!  We also managed to visit the great wall of China, 
which was spectacular and forbidden city! Oh... and a little shopping! 
 
Onto the Championship we went. A 5000-seated stadium, with our hotel being 
walking distance over the highway which was ideal. The crowds were great 
throughout the week with the majority being Chinese school kids and of course 
including our fans from Scotland. 
 
With one the strongest world field I’ve ever seen we knew it was going to be tough 
week and that’s what it proved to be.   
 
After kicking out the blocks with a win against USA, loss to Italy and a great win 
against last year’s bronze medallist Russia things were good and we were playing 
well.  We put ourselves in a position that we had to win our last round robin game 
against Czech to qualify for the page playoffs and we did just that!  We faced 
Sweden in the page 3v4 game and unfortunately, we came out second.  Not by the 
lack of trying though and I’m really proud of the girls for the fighting spirit that was 
shown throughout. 
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So that meant we had to sit back and wait for the bronze medal game.  Canada 
faced Russia in the page 1v2 game where Canada continued to dominate with a 
flawless performance, followed by Russia beating Sweden in the semi-final.   
 
After a back and forward game, and our strongest performance of the week we held 
our nerve and beat Sweden to take the Bronze medal.  What a feeling to be back on 
the podium, Gold went to Canada who went through the competition unbeaten and 
without doubt were the strongest team and Silver to Russia.  
 
We always travel with an array of support staff & coaches and the team would like to 
thank all the people who have worked with us throughout the last year.  Thanks to 
the Scottish institute of sport and all our sponsors.  Also to the many supporters who 
have travelled country to country flying our flags.  And a special thanks to our fifth 
Kelly. 
 
Can I lastly just say thanks to my team for the commitment they have shown over the 
last year on and off the ice. We’ve had without a doubt a great season from qualifying 
in several ECT/WCT events, winning a World Curling Tour event, European bronze 
medallists, Scottish champions and of course 3rd in the world.  Yes, these maybe 
weren’t the podium spots we wanted but all these events are stepping stones and 
learning points for us to improve and come back even stronger next year.  Thank 
you. (Applause) 
 
President Jan: Thank you Margaret. 
 

c. The World Junior Curling Championships:  
 
President Jan: Can I now ask Laura Barr, as alternate for the World Junior Curling 
Championships please come forward for her report.   
 
Laura Barr (Currie and Balerno): I was selected as alternate for the World Junior 
Curling Championships in PyeongChang, South Korea. Report on behalf of Sophie 
Jackson. 
 
Ladies Branch President Jan, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
Our arrival in Pyeongchang, South Korea was a very welcome one after the long 30-
hour journey we had made to reach the location of the World Junior Curling 
Championships 2017, also the location of the upcoming 2018 Winter Olympics.  We 
had a couple of days to get used to our surroundings and settle in, which was useful 
in getting used to the change in time zone, as we are not normally flying so far east. 
 
After resting up for a couple of days came the opportunity to finally get onto the ice 
and have a practice on the ice that we were to be playing on over the next 11 days.  
The ice was really to our liking, with a good swing and running quickly, perfect for 
shot making. 
 
The competition went by quite slowly in comparison to what we had been used to 
before, as we were following the format of the Olympics as a trial for all the officials.  
This involved us playing one game and two game days, alternately, during the round 
robin and one day where we had no games.  This meant that we had plenty of time to 
rest and keep ourselves refreshed for the rest of the week.  We filled our time with 
plenty of walks to the beach which was located at the front of our hotel which 
provided us with stunning views and fortunately the weather was pretty good most of 
the time. 
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Going into the competition we felt prepared, coming off a good week at the Scottish 
Junior Championships and a strong two weeks at the World Junior B Championships.  
We continued our strong run, winning our first four robin games, where in the fifth 
game we lost out narrowly to Switzerland.  We managed to win the further next three 
games, which qualified us in number one spot with a game in hand.   
 
In the Page 1 v 2 we faced the very strong Team Sweden, we had a strong game 
with a couple of shots not going our way, ultimately resulting in the loss of the game 
which sent us to the semi-final against Canada the next day.  We re-set and went to 
play our best game of the tournament in the semi-final, winning 13-2 after 8 ends.   
 
The final came shortly after, so we grabbed a quick nap and refuelled.  The final was 
a close game, with both teams playing well and taking opportunities when they came 
their way.  With a light draw from myself in the 6th end resulting in a steal of 2 for 
Sweden, we struggled to make the deficit up from there against the very strong 
hitting team.  The result was 10-7 to Sweden. 
 
We had a day to wait to collect our silver medals, where we enjoyed watching the 
boys’ final and the Scottish boys team in the Bronze medal match.  We were so 
delighted to stand on the podium with our silver medals after a long and hard-fought 
season.   
 
We are very grateful to have had the opportunity to compete in the Olympic Stadium, 
an experience which we will never forget, for this we would like to thank the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club.  A special thank you to James Cruikshank and David 
Ramsay for their help at these championships.  We would also like to thank the rest 
of our support network that have helped us throughout the entire season; British 
Curling, Cate Brewster (our coach), Lindsay Smart, Lindsay Thomson, Misha Botting, 
Laura Barr (our alternate) the Scottish Institute of Sport and our Sponsors, without all 
of whom our success would not have been possible.  Thank you.  (Applause) 

 
d. The World Senior Women’s Championship:  

 
President Jan: Presenting Margaret Richardson on behalf Team Lockhart to report 
to us on the Word Senior Championships. 
 
Margaret Richardson (East Kilbride & Haremyres): Having successfully defended 
our Scottish title in February at Hamilton we travelled to Lethbridge, Alberta to defend 
our World title won in Karlstad, Sweden last year. There would be some formidable 
competition – last year we face Andrea Schopp in the final – she won the Women’s 
Worlds in 2010 – this year we would face past World Champions, Colleen Jones of 
Canada and Christina Lestander of Switzerland as well as former silver medallist, 
Patti Lank of the USA. Like us they have been fortunate to reach seniors fit and well 
and still curling.  
 
Our journey to Lethbridge saw Jackie flying from Aberdeen and Christine, Isobel and 
I travelling from Glasgow – flights were all on time and we met in Terminal 2 in 
Heathrow before boarding the 9-hour Air Canada flight to Calgary. There we would 
meet up with our fifth player, Janet Lindsay, my sister, who last played with us on our 
2014 adventure when we won the Worlds on home soil in Dumfries. 
 
Lethbridge is a 2-hour drive south of Calgary about half an hour from the US border. 
Our bus driver was a Donald Trump look alike and managed to get lost in Lethbridge 
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trying to find our hotel. We arrived at 7pm local time, we had been travelling for over 
18 hours – a quick bite to eat and we were all ready for bed. 
 
Lethbridge sits on either side of a valley straddled by the iconic Lethbridge viaduct – 
the largest railway structure in Canada. Our hotel and the city centre is on one side 
and the newly built ATB Stadium, where the seniors and the mixed doubles would be 
played, was on the other side – a 15 min drive away so we decided to hire a car and 
Janet became our designated driver.  
 
The main road that we travelled to cross the valley was named Whoop Up drive – 
this was Indian country and a lot of the names in the town reflected that past. 
 
We arrived late on Thursday, had Friday to acclimatise and then practice sessions 
and opening ceremonies and reception on Saturday before our first game on Sunday 
at 8am. We didn’t mind the early start as our body clocks were still adjusting to the 7-
hour time difference and we got off to a good start with a 9-2 win over the Czech 
Republic and then on the 4.30pm draw we have a comfortable 15-1 win against 
Slovakia. We rewarded ourselves with a meal at Firestone – a leading restaurant in 
the town – my body clock was still on UK time and I promptly fell asleep before the 
main course arrived – much to the amusement of my team. 
 
Another early start on Monday when we faced Australia on the 8am draw – another 
good win, 9-1 after six ends – we had the rest of the day off so we watched some of 
the mixed doubles and then dined at Georgio’s – managed to stay awake this time. 
 
Tuesday morning saw us with some free time and the hotel pool, which had been 
closed when we arrived, was now open so Janet and Isobel went for a swim. We 
were treated to lunch by some local curlers, Charles and Wendy Funk who will be 
competing in the Rotary World finals in Hamilton next March. Not sure what 
happened in the pool, but when we returned to the hotel there was a notice saying 
Pool Closed until further notice! 
 
We took to the ice at 4.30pm against USA and despite maintaining our table topping 
LSD performance we struggled from the off giving up 3 steals to be 3-0 down after 3 
ends. We fought back to be level after 5 ends and forced the one in the 6th, but a 
steal of 2 in the seventh after a series of misses saw us up against it with a final 
score of 6-4 being recorded. We were disappointed with our individual performances 
in that game and vowed to come back fighting in our final two games with the 
promise of a steak dinner at the Keg (steak in Alberta is legendary and particularly at 
the Keg) when we qualified for the playoffs. 
 
Wednesday morning brought our final 8am draw. We faced Finland who were still in 
contention for a playoff spot and are always a tricky team to play. Continuing our LSD 
winning ways we took a 3 in the first, but promptly gave it back in the second. This 
was a tough game which went all the way to an extra end where we managed to 
steal to secure the victory.  
 
Wednesday afternoon saw us play Switzerland and renew old rivalries with Christina 
Lestander who we first played against at the Worlds in 1985 when she was defending 
world champion – we beat her in the semi-final. She is a delight to play against full of 
chat and nonsense and turns out she is ¼ Scottish! She is also outstanding at the 
LSD and for the first time in the competition we don’t start with hammer. Scoring 
goes with hammer and we play well scoring a 2 in 4th for a 3-2 lead at half time. 
Singles are exchanged and we find ourselves going down the last peals with hammer 
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– we play a good end picking up a 4 and the win that secures us second place 
behind USA with Switzerland taking the final playoff spot in our section. 
 
Our reward of a steak dinner at the Keg is delicious – everything is good at the Keg 
so we dine well and head back to the hotel to prepare for our 2/3 qualifier game. 
There are playoffs in the other section so we won’t know who our opposition is until 
the next morning. 
  
Thursday morning and Italy and Russia come through the tie breakers to join Canada 
in qualifying from their section. We play Russia – a team we have played before and 
who we have lost to at the European Seniors at Greenacres. 
  
We are determined to reverse that result and start well winning the LSD. With last 
stone, we take a one at the first and then proceed to steal each of the next 5 ends – 
handshakes are offered after 6 ends with a score of 10-0. 
 
A good win against stuffy opposition, we now face Canada in the semi-final on 
Friday. Bruce & Gina have topped their section but unfortunately, they too now face 
Canada. They recommend dinner at Moxie’s and Janet agrees that this restaurant 
chain is worth a visit.  
 
Friday is semi-finals day – USA play Switzerland and we play Canada – probably the 
4 teams who we would have predicted – all have tasted success in the Women’s 
worlds and on any given day any one could win.  
 
In our game, we start well forcing Canada to draw against 2 in the first, unfortunately 
we hit and roll out in the second giving up a steal of 1. Blanking the 3rd Jackie makes 
a great draw for 1 in the 4th and we head into the break 2-1 down. Good play in the 
next two ends sees us force the one and take a two to level the game. We try to force 
a one in the 7th but Canada manages to blank and we head down the last peals 
without – we set up well to steal but Canada decide to call our bluff and get in first. 
Perhaps they had watched our final end at Dumfries where we stole two in the last 
end to win. With her final stone Jackie’s attempt to draw round the guard laid by 
Canada was just a fraction narrow and with sweeping to get past the guard it slipped 
to the back of the eight-foot leaving Canada the win without playing the last shot. We 
were disappointed but we knew it could have gone either way. 
 
Switzerland won their semi which meant that we would play USA for the bronze in 
the morning so we heading to Moxie’s for a final steak dinner to prepare. 
 
Saturday and the bronze medal game – sometimes the bronze medal game is 
tougher that the gold medal game as the loser goes home empty handed – we did 
not want to do that. We start well and steal a one in the first end – a cracking double 
in the second by Jackie leaves Patti facing 4 – she deliberates for some time 
eventually changing her shot from a draw to a hit through a port which she executes 
perfectly. Ones are exchanged in ends 3 & 4 and we go into the break at 2-2. We 
play a good fifth which sees Jackie drawing for 4 and then through some slack play 
we promptly give back a 3! Playing the scoreboard, we take our one in the 7th and 
play a good last end to leave Patti with no shot. A medal secured we are both 
delighted and relieved.  
 
The closing ceremonies see us step up onto the podium and receive our medals – a 
great feeling.  Any one of the 4 semi-finalists could have won, this time it was 
Canada’s turn. 
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We had a great trip to Lethbridge, a bit like Scotland we saw every type of weather in 
the space of a few days – snow, rain, wind and glorious sunshine. Seniors curling is 
similar we experienced good and bad and in the end a fine result – we travelled 
home happy that we gave a good account of ourselves in the defence of our title and 
delighted to secure a medal.  (Applause) 
 
President Jan: Thank you very much Margaret. 

 
12. Presentations 

 
President Jan: We come to present the team whom have brought back medals from trip 
abroad but first we will start at home with the Morton Trophy. 

 
a. Morton Trophy 

 
President Jan: Could I please ask Shirley Jeans, Barbara Sherriff, Marnie Ewart, 
Carolyn Nicol and Ann Shaw to come forward and collect their trophy and 
pennant on behalf of Forfar Ice Rink. (Applause) 

 
b. Scottish Senior Champions:   

 
President Jan: Can I now ask for our Scottish Senior Champions to come 
forward receive a gift from the LSC in recognition for winning the bronze medal in 
Canada.  (Applause) 

 
c. Scottish Junior Champions 

 
President Jan: For the World Junior Silver medallists, I would also like to ask 
Laura Barr to come up and receive a gift from the LSC.  (Applause) 

 
13. Election of Office Bearers 

 
Election of Ladies Branch President: 
 
President Jan: We now move onto the election of office bearers Firstly to the election 
on the President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club 2017/18. It 
gives me great pleasure to nominate Vice President Margaret Pottie, I have every 
confidence that Margaret will be an excellent president, dedicated and hard working. She 
has demonstrated these qualities throughout her time on the executive. 
 
Could I have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Ann Gibb (Cawdor): Honorary President Kate, President Jan, Brother and 
Sister curlers, invited guest, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
I have known Margaret for a long time and it gives me great pleasure to second the 
proposal of Margaret Pottie as President of Ladies Branch RCCC. 
 
Encouraged by her husband Bob, Margaret started curling in her twenties and joined 
Nairn Ladies more than 40 years ago. She has given much of her time and commitment 
to both her club, Nairn Ladies of which she is the past president and her centre Northern 
Counties Ladies of which she is also a past president. When centre President she 
hosted a very successful Henderson Bishop final in Inverness in 2012 and was also 
involved in the organisation for the incoming Canadian Tour in 2010. 
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She has shown herself to be an able and supportive Vice President of the Ladies 
Branch. 
 
Margaret, we in the Highlands congratulate you and offer our unreserved support during 
your term in office. Thank you. 
 
(Applause) 
 
Jan and Margaret exchange presidential badges. 
 
Outgoing President Jan: I think before I move away from the podium I will present 
Margaret with the presidents Rose Bowl now. It gives me great pleasure Margaret to 
present to you the President Rose Bowl and President badge, I wish you all the very best 
for the future.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
President Margaret - Introductory Speech: Honorary President Kate, immediate past 
President Jan and all Past Presidents, Brother and Sister Curlers, invited Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen. Thank you all for your support and good wishes. Thank you, Jan and 
Ann, for your kind words. It is a great honour to be appointed President of Ladies Branch 
of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club and I have much pleasure in accepting. I would 
specially like to thank Past Presidents Jan, Marion and Mary Anne for their advice and 
support during the past two years and I will try hard to live up to the example they have 
set for me. 
 
I am delighted to have the support of Northern Counties Ladies and also my home club 
Nairn Ladies. A special thanks to those who have travelled from Inverness and Nairn to 
be here today. We have only had one President from Northern Counties Ladies -  
Brenda Macintyre 2010-2011. Although our Honorary President Kate did start her term of 
office while she was in Inverness.  Unfortunately, Brenda cannot be with us today, but 
has telephoned and passed on her good wishes. 
 
I look forward to working with the Ladies Standing Committee and supporting the 
incoming President Jim Cullen in his year of President of the Royal Caledonian Curling 
Club.  I will work hard to ensure the Ladies Branch and the Ladies standing committee 
remain a strong force within the Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
I married into a curling family and I am delighted to say that my grandson Robert is now 
the fifth generation of the family to curl for Nairn. I thank my family for their support 
especially my husband Bob who says he’s been studying Dennis Thatcher’s book and 
the Duke of Edinburgh and now knows how to walk exactly two paces behind me! You 
can take this as fake news if you want! 
 
For well over 40 years I have curled with Nairn Ladies and more recently with Wengen 
Curlers at home and in Switzerland. I am a past president of both Nairn Ladies and 
Northern Counties Ladies. Also, I was delighted to be chosen to go with the Scottish 
ladies Tour to Canada in 2015. A truly wonderful experience and it’s great to see so 
many of them here today. 
 
Enough about me - Jan I would especially like to thank you on behalf of all Scottish lady 
curlers for all the hard work you have done during these past three years in office. It has 
been a pleasure working with you. As well as supporting curling teams throughout 
Scotland and acting as courier for the USWCA Tour, Jan travelled to Gangneung in 
South Korea for the World Junior Championships and shortly afterwards Bob and I 
thoroughly enjoyed accompanying her and seeing her presenting Eve and her team with 
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bronze medals in the Women’s World championships in Beijing. Quite an adventure. 
This can still be seen on YouTube. 
 
Jan, I am sure you will not be idle in your retirement and your skill with spread sheets will 
still be in demand although I don’t know if there will be much use in you new singing 
career (Jan has just joined her local choir).  Of course, now you will have more time for 
your other love – no I don’t mean David – sailing! 
 
Jan, we wish you well and please accept the Past President’s Badge and this gift on 
behalf of Ladies Branch. 
 
President Margaret presents Jan with a memorial gift from the Ladies Branch in 
recognition of their appreciation.  (Applause) 

 
Election of Vice President Margaret Nicol: 
 
President Margaret: Now for the election of Vice President. It gives me great pleasure 
to propose Margaret Nicol as Vice President of Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club. Margaret has been a great support to Jan and I this year. She made a very 
speedy recovery from ill health this year and is a very enthusiastic member of the Ladies 
Standing Committee she has also taken on the post of convener for the incoming ladies 
Swedish Tour. I look forward to working with you next year. 
 
Can I please have a seconder? 

 
Seconder: Isobel Edwards (Corstorphine Ladies): Honorary President Kate, 
President Margaret, Past President Jan, Past Presidents, Sister Curlers, and invited 
guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to second the nomination of Margaret Nicol as Vice President 
of Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
Margaret was introduced to curling through badminton. Her local badminton club 
organised a curling session at their local rink and it turned out to be a fun evening. 
Margaret and her husband Norman decided to try curling and 30 plus years later they 
are both still curling. Margaret is now a keen and competitive curler and was sad to miss 
playing in this year's Henderson Bishop at Kinross. She had to watch the competition’s 
progress from her hospital bed but was delighted when her team came out overall 
winners receiving the gold medal.  
 
Margaret is a member of both Ladies and mixed clubs. She is immediate Past President 
of Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies Centre and was their representative on the Ladies 
Branch. She is also immediate Past President of her Mother Club – Currie and Balerno 
and is currently company secretary and director of Edinburgh Curling Club. She has 
three years’ experience of being on the Ladies Standing Committee and her year as 
Junior Vice President has provided a good grounding for her year as Vice President.  
 
Having been Margaret's Vice President of Edinburgh Murrayfield for two years I can 
vouch for her integrity and commitment to everything she takes on. 
  
All of Margaret's experiences will stand her in good stead for her time as Vice President. 
Finally, on behalf of Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies Centre we wish her well in her new 
position and offer her our full support. 
 
(Applause) 
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President Margaret: I would now like to present Margaret with her Vice President 
Badge and ask her to say a few words. 
 
Vice President Margaret Nicol - Introductory Speech: Honorary President Kate, 
Immediate Past President Jan, Vice President Margaret, Past President’s, sister curlers 
and invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank you, Margaret and Isobel, for your 
support. It is a great honour for myself and Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies Centre to be 
nominated for the post of Vice President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club and I am delighted to accept the nomination. I have enjoyed and gained 
much from curling. As Junior Vice President, I learned a lot I look forward to using this 
experience in my capacity as Vice President. As Vice President, I will work hard to 
support both Margaret and Morag in their roles as well as promote curling, and in 
particular women’s curling and the Ladies Branch. Thank you for this honour I will 
endeavour to live up to it.  (Applause) 
 
Election of Junior Vice President Morag Wellman: 
 
President Margaret: Now for the election of the Junior Vice President, I am very 
pleased to Propose Morag Wellman. Morag is a member of Fossoway Ladies Curling 
Club she is a very enthusiastic curler, curling coach and went on the 2013 Swedish Tour. 
I first met Morag when we served on the ladies standing committee in 2011-2012. I am 
sure she will be an asset to the current committee. 
 
Can I have a seconder please?  

 
Seconder: Fiona Rutherford (Glenfarg Ladies): Hon President Kate, President 
Margaret, Past Presidents, sister curlers, invited guests, ladies and gentlemen, it gives 
me great pleasure to second the nomination of Morag Wellman as Junior Vice President 
of the Ladies Branch of the RCCC. 
 
Morag was born and brought up in Edinburgh. After marriage she moved to Aberdeen, 
Stonehaven, Capetown, then back to Fife then finally Kinross shire. 
 
Morag started curling in 1998 after someone asked her what she did on a Monday 
morning, so instead of housework she discoverd curling, the Monday mornings became 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday etc.  Morag joined Fossoway ladies 
playing in Kinross and has recently joined Bishopshire. 
 
Morag started coaching a couple of years later as a brush holder in the mini curling when 
her son Iain started to curl, she is still coaching mainly school and corporate. 
 
Morag was President of Fossoway Ladies and President of Kinross and District Ladies 
Branch and sat on the LSC 2011 -2012. 
 
Morag has curled in the Scottish Seniors, Masters, 4 Nations and several Morton finals, 
she was on the Swedish tour in 2013.  All this will stand her in good stead for working as 
part of the LSC, all Kinross and District Ladies Branch wish her well and offer her their 
full support.  (Applause) 
 
Morag was presented with her Junior Vice President badge. 
 
Junior Vice President Morag Wellman – Introductory Speech: Honorary President 
Kate, President Margaret, Vice President Margaret, Past Presidents, sister curlers and 
invited guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. Thank you, Margaret and Fiona, for your kind 
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words and for your support. It is a great honour for me, my mother club, Fossoway 
Ladies and for Kinross and District Ladies Branch to be nominated for the post of Junior 
Vice President of the Ladies Centre of the Royal Caledonian Curling Society and I am 
delighted to accept the nomination. 
 
One Sunday morning some 19 years ago I was sitting quietly in the back row of the kirk 
when a friend asked me what I did on a Monday morning.  I answered nothing “Well, look 
where nothing got me.  A sport which I love, many good friends and now an opportunity 
to give something back.  And a reason not to do housework on a Monday morning. 
 
 As Junior Vice President, I will work hard to support both Margaret’s in their roles. Thank 
you for this honour, I will do my best to promote and support curling for all ages and 
capabilities. 
 
Election of Treasurer Gail Munro: 
 
President Margaret: Now we come to the election of Treasurer, I would like to propose 
Gail Munro has Honorary Treasurer of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian 
Curling Club for 2017/2018. Gail has agreed to be re-elected, we are glad to have her on 
the executive as not only does she look after our money but she has a wealth of 
knowledge and enthusiasm for curling she also represents ladies standing committee on 
the competitions and performance committees. Thank you, Gail, for your work last year I 
am pleased you are willing to stay on board.  
  
Can we have a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Margaret Nicol (Currie and Balerno): I would like to second Gail Munro as 
treasurer apart from looking after our money very effectively she also keeps us all 
completely in order and she is a great asset to the Ladies Branch, I would like to second 
Gail Munro.  (Applause) 

 
14. AOCB 

 
President Margaret: We now move on to any other competent business, has anybody 
got anything they would like to discuss before we move on.   
 
No business was raised. 
 
Now some dates for your diaries: The Royal Caledonian curling club AGM will be held at 
Braehead Curling Rink on Saturday 17th June at 2pm and I look forward to seeing the 
representatives of Ladies Branch there.  
 
The Henderson Bishop Finals will be held at Lanarkshire Ice Rink from February 26th – 
2nd March 2018 – entry forms are on the RCCC website and must be returned to the 
office by 7th July 2017.  
 
Morton will take place at Kirkcaldy on 13th March. 
 
We hope that the Unders and Overs will take place at Forfar Ice rink, probably a date in 
March Your centre reps will keep you informed.  
 
There is to be an incoming Swedish Tour from 26th October until 4th November 2018 
and preparation for this is underway. 
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The Ladies Branch AGM 2018 will take place on Tuesday the 8th May at the Newton 
Hotel, Nairn. 
 
Can I ask you to look out for the home and international competition dates on the RCCC 
website along with lots of other information from Ladies Branch and various committees. 
Also make your vote count for the Scottish Curling awards. 

 
15. Vote of Thanks 

 
President Margaret: Can I now ask Elaine Telfer from Greenacres Curling Club to give 
the vote of thanks. 
 
Elaine Telfer (Greenacres Ladies): President Margaret, Immediate Past President Jan, 
Past Lady Presidents, Honorary President Kate, Chief Executive Officer of RCCC, 
Bruce, Chair of the Board of Directors, RCCC, Alastair, President of the RCCC, Clive 
and wife, Judith, invited guests, sister curlers, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
On behalf of Greenacres Ladies Centre, I am delighted to give this vote of thanks for our 
proceedings, this afternoon. 
 
To Jan, for ably hosting the first part of our AGM. As you have now heard, from her 
extensive report, it has been a very busy, but interesting, time, representing and 
supporting ladies curling, both here and Internationally, whilst being an observer at the 
RCCC Board and liaising closely with the staff at Ochil House. A job very well done! 
 
It has also been a great honour for Greenacres Ladies Centre, with Jan being its first 
LSC Lady President! Thank you! 
 
I am sure you are looking forward to a well-deserved rest! Enjoy! 
 
On behalf of the Ladies Standing Committee, I would also like to thank Jan, David and 
David Jnr, for hosting a wonderful evening, at their home, last night! 
 
Congratulations to our new President Margaret, we wish you and your committee a 
successful year. Thank you for chairing the second part of our meeting.   
 
To the winning skips and their representatives who reported on some hard-fought curling 
achievements, congratulations and the best of luck for next season. 
 
I hope you all have enjoyed your visit to Greenacres? We appreciate you travelling from 
all the points of the compass, to be with us today! We’ve even had the sunshine stay out 
for you! 
 
Thank you also to the Greenacres staff, for providing a delicious lunch and snacks. 
 
An enormous thank you to the Greenacres Ladies who have risen (no pun intended) to 
the challenge of providing home baking for your afternoon tea, which will be served very 
shortly!   
 
Finally, thank you for taking the time to attend today and participating in the discussions. 
 
May we wish you all a lovely, sunny summer!  (Applause) 

 
President Margaret: 
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I now thank you all for coming and wish you a pleasant summer holiday and a safe 
journey home, but please first enjoy a cuppa and sample the delicious home baking 
provided by our local committee. Thank you, ladies. 
 
(The meeting finished at 15:35pm) 
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Annex A 
 
 
 
Income & Expenditure Summary for Ladies Branch

for the year to 30th April 2017

2017 2016

Income £ £

Opening bank balances b/f Current Account 10276 10576

VAT on Sales 46 128

Merchandise sales 231 638

International Fund 480 575

Tour Income 5054

Bonspeil 236

Donations 508

16831 11917

Expenditure

Merchandise Costs 0 0

Gifts & donations Made 1304 267

Special Events (Glynhill) 250 200

Honoraria 525 0

Miscellaneous Costs 0 0

Irrecoverable VAT 0 0

Bonspeil 204

Tour Costs 3877 1175

Closing bank balances Current Account c/f 10671 10276

16831 11918

2017 2016

Value of Stock in Hand £2,108 £2,232

Certified a true extract from the RCCC's accounts:

Bruce Crawford Gail Munro
Chief Executive, RCCC Treasurer, Ladies Branch

09/05/2017 09/05/2017  
 


