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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 2nd June 2015 at 
Murrayfield Hotel, Edinburgh, EH12 6HN at 1:15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Marion Fraser (President), Jan Howard (Vice-President), Margaret Pottie (Junior Vice-President), 
Gail Munro (Treasurer). 
 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Nina Clancy (Border), Fiona 
MacFarlane (Braehead)Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Carolyn Nicoll (Forfar), Ann Gibb (Inverness), 
Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Mhairi Baird(Lanarkshire),  Helen Hally 
(Lockerbie), Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth), Jeannette Kerr (Stirling),  Lyn 
Brown (Stranraer), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Judith McCleary (RCCC), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Marion gave a warm welcome to everyone around the table, especially 
to the new reps.  She said again how much she had enjoyed working with Past-
President Mary Anne, and she had received a text from her wishing her all the 
best.  Mary Anne is on the committee for the Incoming USA Tour and would be a 
courier for that tour.   She thanked Mary Anne for her best wishes, and for all she 
did for Ladies Branch last year.  She welcomed Honorary President Kate and was 
delighted she was with us.  She also congratulated Judith McCleary on her new 
job as Head of Development at the Royal Club.  President Marion also welcomed 
Margaret Pottie as the new Junior Vice-President of the Ladies Branch. 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Margaret White (Ayr), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), 
Shirley Jeans (Forfar). 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 7th  April 2015 
The minutes had been approved and signed off by Past-President Mary Anne at 
the pre-AGM meeting in Stranraer.  

 

4. Matters arising 
Jeanette Kerr (Stirling) had raised the issue that Stirling Ice Rink wanted all the ice 
requests in by the end of April, but entries for the Henderson Bishop didn’t have to 
be in until the end of June, so they were faced with the dilemma of what to 
request, knowing that they can’t hand back unwanted ice to get a refund.  
President Marion had spoken to Sheila Swan, and there was really nothing that 
could be done about it.   Once the draw has been done, this goes out to the Ice 
Rinks, so strictly speaking the responsibility for the ice booking is between the 
Royal Club and the Ice Rink and not the individual Ladies Centres.  Judith 
McCleary said that she would investigate how other RCCC competitions are dealt 
with at Stirling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JMcC 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
Gail thanked everyone for their understanding last season, and she will endeavour 
to keep up to date this season.  AGM sales, plus income from Kinross and 
Kirkcaldy gave an income of £170 with outgoings of £245 for gifts presented at the 
AGM. 
At the pre-AGM meeting in Stranraer the committee had been asked if anyone, or 
if they knew anyone, who would be prepared to take on the role of Merchandising 
Officer. This person would be totally in charge of merchandise and there would be 
a small honorarium available. Helen Hally (Lockerbie) asked what the annual 
income was from merchandising, and Gail replied that it was about £2000, 
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because she wondered what the purpose and importance was. President Marion 
said that it raised money to contribute to the outgoings of Ladies Branch, and 
Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield) said that it was also an advertisement for Ladies 
Branch.  President Marion asked everyone to take it back to their Centres and see 
if anyone was prepared to take it on.  Honorary President Kate said that with the 4 
international events coming up, that would be a huge opportunity to be able to 
promote Ladies Branch and hoped it would be possible for a stall to be available 
for that.  Jane Drysdale (Kinross) said that she might be prepared to take it on 
next season, once she was no longer President there.  Mhairi Baird (Lanarkshire) 
asked if reasonably priced jewelry could be included.  Honorary President Kate 
thanked everyone for the beautiful gift that she had been given at the AGM: she 
had previously thanked everyone for the honour but not the gift.  

6. Correspondence 
 President Marion had been forwarded an email from Elaine Watt from Rolling 
Stones at Braehead, asking about RCCC competitions and Ladies Centre 
Bonspiels, as she had been looking at the website and not finding what she was 
looking for.  Marion had given her the contact details for Fiona MacFarlane 
(Braehead), who knew that she was a newly appointed secretary for that club.  
President Marion said that it was very easy to assume that everyone understands 
how the organization works, and where to look for information, but this was not 
always the case.  

 

7. Competitons 
Morton Trophy 
The Morton Trophy final is traditionally played on the 2nd Tuesday of March, which 
means 8th March, this year, which is the earliest it could be.  The sections for the 
Morton would be the same as last year, and an email would soon be going out to 
Morton secretaries, so President Marion circulated a list so that reps could 
indicate the name of their Morton secretary, or this could be emailed to Sara in the 
Royal Club office.  It was hoped that Gail would be available again to assist with 
ice preparation.  The meeting then went onto discuss how teams are formed for 
the section games with most people feeling that they adhered to the spirit of the 
competition by including as many people as possible.  Cath McIntosh (Perth) 
asked if anyone ever looked at the cards, and Gail said that she had. Gail read out 
the rules from S19d.  It was decided to leave the matter for another year, but add 
into the Operating Manual that the recommendation is that no-one plays more 
than twice unless it is absolutely necessary – Vice-President Jan and JVP 
Margaret would be responsible for the Operating Manual updates.  President 
Marion also pointed out this was the 50th anniversary of the Morton Trophy, so a 
special event was being planned for the Finals day.   
Henderson Bishop Finals 
The dates for this had been changed from 22-25 February to 29 Feb-3 Mar.  The 
Scottish Seniors had been moved to the end of February so clashed with the 
original dates.  Sheila Swan had contacted Helen Hally (Lockerbie) who was 
incredibly calm about it, and rearranged everything.  Helen said that she was quite 
shocked that this had happened, because she felt the dates had been agreed with 
the RCCC when their bid was accepted, and so to make this change without 
consultation was very poor, and having the two competitions abutting was not very 
good.  However, luckily all the arrangements that she had made were able to be 
moved by a week.  Helen distributed accommodation details and asked anyone 
who hadn’t already booked to do it through her, to get the discounted rates.  
President Marion reminded everyone that the entry forms were on the website and 
had to be in by 30 June. Centre reps should query the Office to find out what 
entries have been made for their Centre, if they don’t already know.   The draw 
would be made on 2 July.  As decided at a previous meeting, if there are less than 
5 entries, then a Round Robin would be played.  She apologised again for the 
mixup last year, as had Past-President Mary Anne, but she had acquainted herself 
with the draw procedure.  The main issues were byes in the same section, and the 
same people getting byes in subsequent years.  Iain Baxter had suggested that he 
should do the draw for Murrayfield, but with unanimous approval from the LSC, 
President Marion will reply saying that the draw will be done by the LSC executive 
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as before. 
Rules of substitution are unchanged, and substitutes cannot have played in any 
previous games of that season’s Henderson Bishop games.  
Henderson Bishop Bids 
Bids for 2017 had to be submitted by 31 October, and details of what is required is 
in the Operating Manual, but President Marion was sure that Nina Clancy (Border) 
and Helen Hally (Lockerbie) could give advice.  Gail said that traditionally the 
competition was started on the last Monday in February which would make it 27 
February 2017.  Jane Drysdale (Kinross) asked for confirmation of dates as she 
was working on a bid for the previous week in 2017.  Ann Gibb (Inverness) said 
that the changed dates conflicted with Highland Week which was a big event with 
international teams.  President Marion said that she would talk to Sheila Swan to 
see if it was possible to get a confirmed date for 2017.  It was confirmed that a 
weekend bid was still possible. 
Ladies Branch October Bonspiel 
JVP Margaret passed round a form to signify attendance of each rep and a guest 
with their playing positions.  On October 5th the meeting was at 10:15, with lunch 
at 11:45 and curling at 12:30.  Costs would be confirmed at the September 
meeting, and the form would be recirculated then as well. Margaret Nicol 
(Murrayfield) would liaise with JVP Margaret to have players on standby in case of 
need.  
Ladies Branch New Competition 
President Marion had spoken to Past-President Fiona Hardie, and it had originally 
been thought to hold this competition in October, but it was obvious that October 
was going to be busy, and so it was thought to delay it until the following year.  
Marion, with everyone else’s approval, investigated whether there was anything 
available in April. Kinross had offered their 4 sheets on 10 April, at £92 a sheet, 
lunch £10.  Greenacres had their 6 sheets on Saturday 9 April, at £81.60 a sheet, 
lunch £5.95 or £10.50.  Fiona had also looked at Perth, Hamilton and Stirling; 
Perth and Stirling were ruled out for April.  The Virtual Club Bonspiel was held the 
first weekend in April, so shouldn’t clash with that, as this was the felt to be a 
target group to encourage.  Judith McCleary suggested that maybe it should be 
targeted at people who had just come out of Virtual Clubs, rather than those still 
in. There was a lot of discussion that followed.  Carolyn Nicoll and Helen Hally 
were also part of the organising committee who would decide the actual format for 
the competition.  Ann Gibb suggested that as she and Brenda had donated the 
trophy, they were quite happy to take it back to Inverness and use it locally.  
President Marion took a vote to continue with the organisation, and 14 people 
were in favour. President Marion said that she would continue with Fiona and the 
committee to try and organise something for 9/10 April that was individual entry at 
not too great a cost.  
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8. Ladies Branch Business 
Operating Manual update 
President Marion suggested anyone could look at the manual online and make 
any appropriate suggestions that they felt necessary. 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2014-10-
28-LSC-Operating-Manual.pdf 
Canadian Tour November 2015. 
JVP Margaret gave a report saying that the Executive had been meeting regularly 
and everything was moving on apace.  Groups had been working on their 
individual responsibilities, from badges to luggage, entertainment to outfits. There 
have been bonding meetings, makeup, fitness and cooking, and the outfits were 
due to be fitted on 7 July. 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 – the first meeting was held on 21st April of the 
organizing committee: Vice-President Jan, President Marion, Past-President Mary 
Anne, Brenda McIntyre and Caroleen Clark. JVP Margaret had also been coopted. 
The folder from the last Tour had been obtained.  Contact had been made with 
Star Pfiffner who is the USA contact and their selection process is almost 
complete, having 65 applications for 20 places, but confirmation wouldn’t be 
available until September.  Preliminary requests have been made to ice rinks, and 
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the responses received had been very helpful and positive. Braehead, Dumfries, 
Inverness, Kirkcaldy, Lanarkshire and Waterfront had not yet replied but this is out 
of season. The USA will be notified of the European Championship dates at 
Braehead.  Roles within the committee will be allocated at the next meeting.  Each 
Centre should be looking at whether they need to raise funds for the hospitality 
required. 

9. Royal Club Business 
Staffing Changes 
Susan Murrin had just started as the Events Manager, and her first major 
challenge would be the European Championships next November at Braehead 
and she would be attending her first meeting for that this week. She would also 
have responsibility for organising the events associated with the Scottish 
Championships, Scottish Seniors and Scottish Juniors. She has previously been 
involved in event management for rugby, rowing, skiing and snowboarding. 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/new-staff-appointments/ 
Lindsey Booth had also been appointed as Welfare Officer, working 10 hours a 
week.  She is also a trainer with SportScotland and has a background in child 
protection and general sports welfare. 
A Competitions Coordinator was being advertised, who would take responsibility 
for domestic competitions. Sheila Swan is moving to Sportscotland Institute of 
Sport to become the Head Coach for British Wheelchair Curling. Nancy Smith and 
Victor Kjall are also becoming full time coaches with the British Curling 
Assocation. An RCCC Development Manager post will be advertised shortly. 
Royal Highland Show 
This would probably be the last time that the RCCC would be entertaining at the 
event, as they were close to signing a lease for new accommodation in Stirling.  
Offers of traybakes would be appreciated.  Cairnie House is near to where the 
Young Farmers pavilion is situated and President Marion and President-elect Billy 
Howat would be fronting the “reception” on Thursday/Friday 18/19th June.  Anyone 
wishing to help would be most welcome. 
Scottish Curling Awards 
These had been announced on the website; Gina Aitken was Curler of the Year, 
Team Aitken was Team of the Year – congratulations to Naomi Brown through Lyn 
Brown (Stranraer), Kinross Curling Trust won the Ice Diamond award and Robbie 
Stewart from Braehead was Grass Roots Coach of the Year.  President Marion 
congratulated all the winners. 
Indoor Grand Match 
President Marion asked if anyone had not been contacted about the local 
organising committee, as everyone on the LSC should have been involved.    
Kinross, Lanarkshire, Perth, Greenacres, Dumfries, Stirling and Lockerbie LSC 
reps had not been contacted.  The remit for local arrangements was that someone 
from the Ladies Centre should be involved. The Area 7 rep was Boyd Houston, for 
Kinross.  The Area 2 rep for Lockerbie and Dumfries was John Smith. Vice-
President Jan and Vice-President Billy Howat had spent a long day putting the 
draw together, which would be going out in the  next couple of weeks. 
Committee Reports 
a) Club and Member Development – the minutes for this are now up on the website 
and President Marion recommended everyone to read them as they are 
interesting.  They can be found at “About Us”, Structure, Committees, “Club & 
Member Development”.  A National Coaching Conference is planned for the start 
of the season. 
b) Coaching – no report available 
c) Competitions – Gail had not attended, as she had a conflict of interest as they 
were deciding which ice rinks should hold which competitions. 
d) Performance  - this was due to be held next week. 
e) Marketing & Communications – nothing new since the April meeting. 
f) Umpiring – umpires have done very well with adjusting to the changes with draw 
shot challenges. 
g) Review Group on the structure of the Areas and Provinces – a questionnaire 
had gone out to the secretaries of these, which yielded a vast amount of 
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information and the general consensus was that the Provinces worked but the 
Areas didn’t. Jim Cullen (Area 2) has put in a paper suggesting geographical 
representation and President Marion has presented some ideas. A meeting was 
due to be held on 3rd June when these would be discussed.  Everyone on the LSC 
was also part of the Province structure so it was of relevance to everyone. 
Committee Representatives 
The committees were ASC promoted but LSC had representation, and they were 
a liaison between the team of staff at the Royal Club and the curlers, through the 
ASC and LSC reps. 
Coaching – Helen Hally (Lockerbie) agreed to attend these. 
Competitions – Gail Munro agreed to continue. 
Performance – Gail Munro agreed to continue. 
Rules – President Marion would attend these. 
Marketing & Commincations –  Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield) agreed to attend 
these. 
Club & Member Development -  JVP Margaret would attend this. 
Indoor Grand Match – President Marion & Vice-President Jan would continue 
Outdoor Grand Match – President Marion. 
Umpiring – Judith Carr (Aberdeen) agreed to continue. 
Board – President Marion where she was entitled to speak but not vote 

10. Dates of Interest 
Kinross Ladies Open. Kinross,  Tuesday13 October 
Border Ladies Open, Border, Wednesday/Thursday 21/22 October 
Betty Kitson or renamed, Aberdeen – Wednesday 28 October 
Forfar Ladies Open Pairs - Wednesday 4 November 
Perth Ladies Open,  Perth,  Thursday 12 November  
Lockerbie President’s Day,  Thursday 10 December 2015, individual or rink entry 
Lockerbie Ladies Open (Walter Carlyle) Tuesday – Thursday 26-28 January, 
individual or rink entry 
Lanarkshire Ladies Open, Lanarkshire, Wednesday 27 January 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 3/4 February 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 1 March 
Dewars Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, 17 March 
 
Alan Steel Asset Management Indoor Grand Match  - Saturday 24 October 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Lockerbie 29 February – 3 March 2016 
Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 8 March 
 
World Mixed Curling Championships, Switzerland, 12-19 September 
Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship, Stranraer, 10-12 October 
Kinross Ladies Open Bonspiel, Kinross, Tuesday 13 October 
European Playdowns, Perth, 16-19 October 
European Championships, Esjberg, Denmark  20-28 November 
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Braehead, 10-13 December 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 26-31January 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres 4-7 February 
Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 14-21 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 16-22 February 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 24-28 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Switzerland, 22-28 February 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 20-22 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 27-29 March 
European Curling Championships, Switzerland, 22-29 November  
World Junior Curling Championships, Turkey, 5-13 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Canada, 19-27 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen 25-27 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Sweden, 16-23 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Sweden, 16-23 April  
 
Royal Highland Show, Ingliston 18-19 June - all contributions of baking would be 
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gratefully received – contact the Executive or Cairnie House. 

11. AOCB 
WCF Rule changes 
Honorary President Kate explained that at the end of each international event the 
WCF sat with player representatives for input, and a major complaint was that 
they did not have information about proposed rule changes. This should be done 
by the national organisations and she asked that the RCCC make sure that the 
curlers have been notified of suggested rule changes and their opinions sought 
before the vote is taken at the WCF Congress.  Rule changes are notified 60 days 
prior to the Congress.  Judith McCleary said that she would follow up on this.  
LSC Meeting Dates 
Helen Hally (Lockerbie) pointed out that the proposed meeting on 1 March 2016 
was during the week of the Henderson Bishop Finals, and so this date 
would be revisited, though it was pointed out the March meeting was cancelled 
in 2015, as a lot of people were away elsewhere.  Helen Hally (Lockerbie) also 
said that following a discussion at the pre-AGM supper with Elaine Telfer 
(Greenacres), they wondered if one of the early season meetings could be an 
overnight.  It was felt that particularly anyone new onto the committee takes a 
while to get settled in, and making a social occasion out of it as well would help 
people get to know each other.  It was suggested that this could be 1 December 
with the meeting at 6pm.  The Executive Committee would investigate a 
venue. 
Steal N Share 
Cath McIntosh (Perth) raised the issue that on the website what we entered in 
Dates of Interest at the meeting, is still called Steal N Share, and she also asked if 
competitions entered into the minutes could automatically go into Steal n Share 
on the website, without having to contact the Royal Club direct.  President Marion 
suggested it could be Dates of Interest as in the minutes or Ladies Local 
Competitions.  
Attendance of Meetings 
Honorary President Kate said that she wanted to be able to attend the meetings, 
and if she was in Scotland she would, but if she wasn’t at a meeting then it meant 
she was elsewhere. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JMcC 
 
 
 
Exec 
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12. Vote of Thanks 
Vice-President Jan thanked everyone for coming, and President Marion for coping 
with a very full agenda with some very interesting comments and food for thought.  
She thanked JVP Margaret for taking on all the new roles she was asked, and Gail 
for her usual common sense and knowledge of the rules. 
The meeting closed at 3:30. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


