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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 1st September 2015 
at Murrayfield Hotel, Edinburgh, EH12 6HN at 1:15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Marion Fraser (President), Jan Howard (Vice-President), Margaret Pottie (Junior Vice-President), 
Gail Munro (Treasurer). 
 
Marion Malcolm (Aberdeen), Margaret White (Ayr), Nina Clancy (Border), Fiona MacFarlane 
(Braehead), Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann 
Gibb (Inverness), Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Mhairi Baird(Lanarkshire),  
Helen Hally (Lockerbie), Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth),  Rhona Johnston 
(Stirling), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Susan Murrin (RCCC), Ruth Addinall 
(Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Marion welcomed everyone with the curling season fast approaching.  
She welcomed Susan Murrin who was the RCCC Event Manager and would be 
speaking later on.  She also welcomed Judith McCleary as Head of Development 
who had brought along Fiona Kennedy to introduce her as the new Development 
Manager. (Judith and Fiona then left).  President Marion said that she had two 
official events since the last meeting; one at the Highland Show and the other at 
the Junior Summer Camp on 14 July which Judith had organised.  It was an 
enjoyable visit and RCCC President Billy Howat had joined in on mountain bikes 
which Marion declined to do, although she would have been tempted by the 
climbing wall if it had been open! 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Judith Carr (Aberdeen). Honorary President 
Kate was attending the WCF Congress in Belgrade, as was RCCC President Billy 
Howat. 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd  June 2015 
The wrong minutes had been incorrectly loaded onto the website, but this had 
been rectified. 
1) Fiona MacFarlane (Braehead) had attended this meeting but was not on the list 
of attendees.   
2) Item 5 – “President Marion asked everyone it take it back to their Centres” 
should read “President Marion asked everyone to take it back to their Centres”. 
The minutes were then approved and signed off by President Marion. 

 

4. Matters arising 
1) Judith McCleary had spoken to Jeanette Kerr about the problems of 
booking ice at Stirling. Rhona Johnston (Stirling) said that they had 6 entries for 
the Henderson Bishop this year, so it suited the ice that they had booked.  She 
also stated that the Stirling Open date had been changed to 15 March because 
of the change in dates of the Henderson Bishop Finals.   President Marion said 
that the calendar was getting very crowded and clashes were inevitable.  
2) Highland Show – it had been very busy over the 2 days and the tray bakes 
were much appreciated.  President Marion said that there had been discussion 
over making the event into more of a PR exercise to advertise curling and 
promote Try Curling for all the ice rinks, rather than just a social for existing 
members.   Cairnie House would still be leased by the Royal Club but would be 
sublet after the move, but it might be possible to still use the premises in some 
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way for those 2 or 3 days.  Originally Ladies Branch had run the event but in 
more recent years this had been taken on by the Office Staff.  President Marion 
invited opinion and it was decided to write to the Board expressing an interest in 
continuing a presence at the Royal Highland Show and including an appropriate 
clause, if possible,  in the subletting agreement.  

5. Treasurer’s Report 
The accounts had had a quiet summer with sales of £100 at the Royal Highland 
Show and there was no change in the merchandise.  There had been no 
volunteers to take over the role of Merchandising Officer, which could be a co-
opted role. Elaine Telfer (Greenacres) asked about getting the merchandising 
page on the website updated, as it was way out of date.  Gail Munro suggested it 
might be best to remove it, but they would look into it.  

 
 
 

6. Correspondence 
None received. 

 

7. Competitons 
Morton Trophy 
President Marion said that she hoped that all the games had now been organised.  
Mhairi Baird (Lanarkshire) said that they had had trouble contacting Braehead and 
Waterfront due to the offices being closed, but they thought it had all now been 
resolved. Again finding suitable dates was proving a problem due to busy 
calendars, and ice rinks shouldn’t be specifying that dates were non-negotiable.  
The Executive felt that a letter should be sent to the Ice Rink Managers 
Association saying that as a Ladies Branch competition, Ice Rink managers 
should be flexible with dates for the Morton Trophy. 
Henderson Bishop 
The draw was done on 2 July and had been distributed.  This year Greenacres 
and Inverness would be playing the qualifying games as a round robin.  President 
Marion said that she understood that one ice rink had not yet circulated the draw 
to the skips. The ice rink managers are responsible for the scheduling, hopefully in 
consultation with the local Ladies Centre.  The Centre reps were asked to ensure 
that the draw had gone out locally.   It was confirmed that Murrayfield, Dumfries, 
Lockerbie and Borders would have 2 qualifiers to the Final, and other Centres 
would have 1 qualifier. 
Henderson Bishop Bids 
Bids for 2017 should be submitted by 31st October, and weekend bids were not 
ruled out. Kinross had already submitted a bid for 2017. 
Henderson Bishop Finals 2016 
Helen Hally (Lockerbie) said the price per rink for the finals weekend would be 
£250 which would include the cost of ice, Monday evening reception, Wednesday 
night dinner and endless tray bakes. There would probably be a charge for a fun 
supper on Tuesday night.  Due to function suite capacities, there would only be 
around 30 tickets available at £30 a head for non-competitors to attend the 
Wednesday dinner, so she asked for interested parties to email her to be put on 
the list. President Marion thanked Helen for all her on-going hard work. 
Ladies Branch New Competition 
President Marion had followed up on ice availability after the last meeting, and had 
booked ice at Kinross on Sunday 10 April.  Past-President Fiona Hardie and her 
committee had met and discussed the format of the competition, which Helen 
Hally (Lockerbie) reported on. The Womens One Day Individual Bonspiel would 
continue the theme of Over and Unders by having rinks containing 2 ladies with 
under 5 years curling experience and 2 ladies with over 5 years curling 
experience. There would be 64 places with 2 sections each playing 2 four end 
games, with a 10am for 10:30 start finishing at 4pm.  The cost for the day would 
be £21 which would include lunch – probably a baked potato.   Discussion had yet 
to be had with Aline Hardie as the new RCCC Competitions Coordinator and 
application forms would then be organised. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Ladies Branch Business 
Ladies Branch October Bonspiel Monday October 5th 
JVP Margaret recirculated a form to signify attendance of each rep and a guest 
with their playing positions for the Bonspiel.  President Marion explained that due 
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to the change of ice times at Murrayfield, the meeting would still be at 10:15, but 
curling would start at 12:05 with lunch afterwards. The price for lunch and curling 
would be £15.  JVP Margaret would be organising the draw and anyone should 
contact her (email: mandbpottie@btinternet.com) if they are unable to make it. 
Guests would be welcome at the meeting.  Margaret Nicol would investigate 
whether it would be possible to hold the meeting at the ice rink. 
Joint Meeting with Board/ASC & Priestfield Cup 
The date for this event had been changed and would now be held on Tuesday 10 
November at Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy at 10:30 followed by lunch and on the ice at 
2pm.  A list was circulated for indication of attendance. 
Evening Meeting/Social Event 
President Marion said that at the previous meeting it had been suggested that 
there could be an evening meeting with a meal afterwards as a social event on 
Tuesday 1 December.  The cost would be around £60 for dinner, bed and 
breakfast in a shared twin room; the room cost would be £33-50 each or £60 if not 
sharing.  It was decided to go ahead with this and a sheet was circulated for 
everyone to indicate their attendance.   The meeting would probably be held at 
5pm with dinner at 7pm. 
Canadian Tour November 2015. 
JVP Margaret gave a report saying that the Executive had been meeting regularly 
and as a group there had been 2 meetings.  In July people played either golf or 
bowls and had their jackets fitted.  In August, there had been an Entertainments 
meeting where everyone sang their hearts out and discussed ideas for party 
pieces.  In September, there are 2 days at Hamilton, on the Saturday curling 
amongst themselves and on Sunday against previous tourists, with money raised 
going to an Alzheimers charity. 
Incoming USA Tour 2016  
Vice-President Jan said that the ice rinks had responded with ice availability and a 
draft itinerary was well underway. Centre reps would soon be contacted with the 
suggested dates.  The Tour would be arriving on 5th November.  Centres were 
asked who would wish to home host the incoming Tourists; Perth (who didn’t host 
last time), Murrayfield, Ayr, Kinross, Borders, Kirkcaldy, Lockerbie, Stirling and 
Forfar all expressed interest. Ann Gibb (Inverness) and Marion Malcolm 

(Aberdeen) would check. 
Operating Manual 
President Marion said that updates were almost complete and it would then go 
into the Royal Club Office. 

 
 
 
 
MN 
 
 
 

9. Royal Club Business 
Royal Club AGM 
This had been held on 13th June at Murrayfield and was an excellent meeting with 
informative and interesting speeches from both the outgoing President David 
Henderson and the incoming President Billy Howat. Clive Thomson is the Vice-
President with Grieg Henderson and Robin Niven as the new Board members. 
Alan Donaldson is the new RCCC Chaplain.  There is a short review on the 
website http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/annual-general-meeting-2/ with 
pictures, including Past Ladies President MaryAnne receiving flowers. 
Indoor Grand Match 
The draw was released on 23 July, and it was hoped that preparations were well 
underway locally at each participating ice rink, but it was disappointing that not all 
Ladies Centres had been involved.  President Marion recommended any Ladies 
Centre that hadn’t been involved to try and find out what is going on.  It was up to 
each ice rink to decide if they wanted a theme. 
Four Nations  
This would be hosted by Wales this year at Greenacres Ice Rink and would take 
place on 16-17 January.  Application forms are online at 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/four-nations-curlers-wanted-4/ and the 
closing date is 30 September.  There are mens, ladies and mixed competitions 
open to all RCCC members. 
Committee Reports 
a) Coaching – meeting due to take place on 17 September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mandbpottie@btinternet.com
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/annual-general-meeting-2/
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/four-nations-curlers-wanted-4/


 4 

b) Club & Member Development – meeting due to take place on 3 September 
c) Umpires – Judith Carr had been unable to attend, but the minutes were 
available online at http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/contact-
us/people/umpires/ .  Items included concern about parental interference at Junior 
Slams, refresher day for umpires on 12 September, development programming, 
timing, WCF changes.  Officials  had been allocated for each competition.  
d) Marketing & Communications – this had been disbanded. Vice-President Jan 
said that its remit had been to produce a policy document which had been done, 
and they had now professionals in the Office, but Stuart McLean as Marketing 
Officer with Jonathan Strandberg as Marketing Assistant, would give updates to 
Board meetings.  Helen Hally (Lockerbie) expressed concern that marketing 
seemed to be centred on the white, male and able-bodied, and wanted this to be 
expanded to include all sections of the community.  President Marion would relay 
the point to the Board that equality should be taken into account when marketing. 
e) Rules – Alastair MacNish and the Board have agreed that Gail Munro, with her 
wealth of knowledge of the game, could represent the Lady President on this 
committee.   
f) Performance  - Gail Munro said that each year it seems with staff changes it 
tries to reinvent itself, and the committee members are all there to influence 
decisions and not just be reported to.  At the last meeting, the new Performance 
Director Graeme Thompson with SportScotland was unable to attend, so it was 
agreed that Graeme should arrange the meeting dates, as he was the key person 
that needed to be influenced.  The World Wheelchair Championships was 
increased from 10 to 12 places, and as Scotland didn’t automatically qualify last 
year this is a help.   Mixed Doubles had been accepted as an Olympic discipline 
with only 8 places but funding would be required to get up to speed with 
developing the discipline to world standard.  The National Performance Centre 
had been taken on board by Stirling Council.  There will now be investment in 
Tournaments rather than just players, with funding for ice preparation and stone 
maintenance, which will help improve facilities.  The Royal Club Academy was 
now just going to be called the Academy.  
g) Competitions – Gail had attended the meeting in August and it was a very 
positive meeting, chaired by Robin Niven. It was felt that the committee was a bit 
big, with discussion about committee structure in general, which were all Board 
led. Membership should be based on skills.  Aline Hardie was now in place as 
Competitions Coordinator with a fresh canvas to start from.  There had been a 
problem with the Province Finals last year, and it was proposed that a rule change 
would be requested that stated that anyone could play in any number of Province 
qualifying events, but have to decide which one to represent after that.  Rink 
Championships entries would now be made direct to the local Ice Rink and not 
through the Royal Club.  Reps were asked to ensure that Clubs were aware of this 
change for next year.  Entry rules for the Scottish Championships had changed 
with a £50 entry fee.  Points can be gained through playing in 
European/World/Scottish Tour events with qualifying competitions for the 
remaining places.  Competitions that don’t gain the required number of entries will 
have the date extended.  The Junior Womens had 9 entries so that will go straight 
to competition.  The Scottish Mixed clashes with a new International Ladies 
Competition to be held at Perth on 1-3 April, so Curl Aberdeen will be asked for 
alternative dates for the Scottish Mixed. Competition bids went out of sync last 
year because of unavailability of forms, but it was hoped that these would be 
ready for 2016/7.  The next meeting was in November. 
h) Board – President Marion had attended her first Board meeting on 6 August with 
Alastair MacNish in the chair. The new rules for entry to the Scottish was 
discussed as was the relationship between RCCC, British Curling and 
SportScotland and the personnel on  the various boards.  Sponsorship needs a 
professional approach and is in the forefront of discussion.  The Royal Club office 
is due to move to Kerse Road at Stirling, and the lease is due to be signed 
imminently.   
i) Area Structure review – this is still underway, but is getting close to a proposal.  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pres 
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Staff Changes 
Fiona Kennedy, who was here earlier, is the new Development Manager, Aline 
Hardie is the Competitions Coordinator and Laura Barr is the new Office 
Administrator who will deal with all LSC Admin.  

10. Susan Murrin – Events Manager 
President Marion then introduced Susan Murrin, who was from Gourock, and had 
previously been involved in event management for women’s rugby, rowing, skiing 
and snowboarding over the last 10 years, and was an International Business 
graduate.  Susan then thanked President Marion for the invitation, and said how 
interesting it was to sit in and hear about everything that was happening, and she 
was still learning about the RCCC structure. She said that her main remit was 
connected to the 4 events awarded by the WCF – the European Championships in 
2016, World Juniors in 2018, World Wheelchair Championships in 2019 and the 
World Mens in 2020. In addition she will also be working on the Scottish 
Championships and the Scottish Juniors, with Judith, Aline, Stuart and Jonathan, 
helping grow these as events. There will Steering Groups for each event which will 
include the funding partners. EventScotland will be providing funding for all 4, and 
UK Sport will provide funding for the Europeans, Wheelchairs and Mens.  
Glasgow City Marketing Bureau will fund in 2016 and 2020, Renfrewshire Council 
in 2016, Sport Aberdeen in 2018, and Stirling Council in 2019.  There will also be 
local organising committees which will include volunteers, RCCC staff and 
consultants where necessary. She would be going to Esjberg to shadow the Event 
Manager for this years European Championships, as will some of the other 
Steering partners. Timelines were being built, and publicity would be starting in 
February/March for the Europeans.  A Try Curling program would be built into the 
volunteer program, to help grow the sport. Funding had had to be in place for the 
bids, but extra would still be required, and Susan would be aiming to get more 
from added sponsorship, advertising and ticketing. The ticketing model had yet to 
be decided.  Volunteer requests would go out via Your Curler, the website, and 
through various committees, but Susan can be contacted on 
susan@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org anyone was interested in specific areas.  
President Marion thanked Susan very much for enlightening us all. 

 

10. Dates of Interest 
Kinross Ladies Open. Kinross,  Tuesday13 October 
Border Ladies Open, Border, Wednesday/Thursday 21/22 October 
Betty Kitson, Aberdeen – Wednesday 28 October 
Forfar Ladies Open Pairs - Wednesday 4 November 
Hart Trophy, Ayr, Thursday 12 November 
Perth Ladies Open,  Perth,  Thursday 12 November  
Dumfries Ladies Seniors Open, Dumfries, 27-29 November 
Braehead Ladies Open, Braehead, Wednesday 2 December 
Lockerbie President’s Day,  Thursday 10 December 2015, individual or rink entry 
Lockerbie Ladies Open (Walter Carlyle) Tuesday – Thursday 26-28 January, 
individual or rink entry 
Lanarkshire Ladies Open, Lanarkshire, Wednesday 27 January 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 3/4 February 
Kirkcaldy Ladies Open, Fife Ice Arena, Thursday 4 February 
Lyburn Trophy, Stranraer, 8-11  February 
Dumfries Presidents Ladies Day, Dumfries, Sunday 20 March 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 15 March 
Dewars Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, 17 March 
 
Alan Steel Asset Management Indoor Grand Match  - Saturday 24 October 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Lockerbie 29 February – 3 March 2016 
Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 8 March 
 
World Mixed Curling Championships, Switzerland, 12-19 September 
Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship, Stranraer, 10-12 October 
Kinross Ladies Open Bonspiel, Kinross, Tuesday 13 October 
European Playdowns, Perth, 16-19 October 

 

mailto:susan@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
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European Championships, Esjberg, Denmark  20-28 November 
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Braehead, 10-13 December 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 26-31January 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres 4-7 February 
Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 14-21 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 16-22 February 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 24-28 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Switzerland, 22-28 February 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 20-22 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 27-29 March 
European Curling Championships, Switzerland, 22-29 November  
World Junior Curling Championships, Turkey, 5-13 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Canada, 19-27 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen 25-27 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Sweden, 16-23 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Sweden, 16-23 April  

11. AOCB 
Queens Award 
President Marion wanted to record our pleasure at the presentation to the Stirling 
Wheelchair Curling Club volunteers of the Queens Award for Voluntary Service on 
11 August by Marjorie McLachlan (Lord Lieutenant of Stirling and Falkirk, and 
past ladies president RCCC).  Vice-President Clive Thomson had also attended. 
Iain Baxter 
President Marion also wanted to record our sadness at the passing of Iain Baxter, 
the ice rink manager at Murrayfield ice rink whose funeral was on 11 August and 
had made a huge contribution to the sport of curling.  
Glynhill Trophy 
This was being on held at Braehead, 14-17 January, and we have previously 
given a donation of £200.  President Marion asked if everyone was happy to 
continue with this, and so this offer of support would be made again. 
Mixed Doubles 
There were only 7 entries for the Scottish Mixed Doubles.  David Jones from 
Dundee was entering a Mixed Doubles competition with his daughter in 
Switzerland. It needs encouraging and it would be good to have a demonstration 
but would in general need subsidising as it is a short game with half the number of 
players as normal games.  
World Mixed Championships 
Cameron Bryce from Kelso would be representing Scotland with Katie Murray, 
Bobby Lammie and Sophie Jackson, in Bern, Switzerland in September and 
Ladies Branch wished them all the best for their competition. 
Date of next meeting 
Monday, 5 October 2015, at Murrayfield Hotel at 10.15am, followed by the Ladies 
Branch Bonspiel at Murrayfield Curling Rink at 12.05pm, with soup/sandwiches to 
follow. 

 

12. Vote of Thanks 
Vice-President Jan thanked everyone for coming, and President Marion for all the 
hard work to bring together this meeting today.  She also thanked JVP Margaret 
and Gail for their support and Susan Murrin for her interesting talk. 
The meeting closed at 3:25. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


