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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 7th February 2017 at 
RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1.15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice-President), Margaret Nicol (Junior Vice-President). 
 
Margaret White (Ayr), Elspeth Bell (Border), Mary Anderson (Braehead), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), 
Rosemary Griffiths (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Ann Mitchell 
(Kirkcaldy), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Carolyn Tough (Murrayfield), Helen Pirnie (Perth), Rhona 
Johnston (Stirling), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Jan welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming. Giles Lomax would 
be coming into the meeting at some point and speaking to everyone about Coaching 
and Development. Unfortunately, he would be leaving the RCCC on 17 March and will 
be very much missed.  

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Gail Munro (Treasurer), Kay Gibb (Aberdeen), 
Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), AnnMaree Davidson 
(Perth). President Jan welcomed Helen Pirnie from Perth, Carolyn Tough from 
Murrayfield, Rosemary Griffiths from Greenacres and Mary Anderson from Braehead. 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2016 
The minutes were approved by Ann Gibb (Inverness), seconded by Margaret Pottie 
(Vice-President) and President Jan signed them off. 

 

4. Matters arising 
1) Gail Munro had undertaken to rewrite the wording for the Rule Book regarding 

the qualifying rounds of the Henderson Bishop and would be presenting this at 
the next Rules Committee meeting. 

2) The Four Nations report has not yet appeared on the RCCC website and 
President Jan will investigate the status of this. 

3) Kirsten Brown would be managing some of the work done by the Marketing 
Manager until a replacement is found for Stuart McLean. 

4) Margaret White (Ayr) had asked for clarification on funding for banquets etc for 
the Incoming USA Tour and what contributions to the International Fund were 
used for. A balance sheet was not yet available but President Jan had asked 
Gail Munro for one as soon as possible.  A meeting was shortly going to be held 
with the RCCC CEO to review funding of Tours and to have a unified approach 
for both Men’s and Ladies’ Tours.  The recent Incoming USA Tour did not pay 
for their banquets, but the last outgoing Canadian Tour had paid for theirs, so 
there was no consistency.  Margaret White (Ayr) wanted justification for 
contribution to the International Fund this year, considering the considerable 
expense paid by local Centres for hosting the recent USA Tour.  Elspeth Bell 
(Borders) wasn’t aware of any contributions to this fund and it was explained 
that each Centre made an appropriate donation.   It had been decided at an 
ASC meeting that all Outgoing Tours should pay for hospitality for Incoming 
Tours and not expect any payments from the RCCC, but this had not been 
communicated to the LSC, and there had been expectations of financing for the 
Incoming USA Tour that had caused problems.  It was certainly felt that the 
recent Outgoing Canadian Tour should not be expected to fund anything for the 
next Incoming Tour, as they had paid their own way in Canada. Clarification was 
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required as there was an Incoming Swedish Tour due soon.  Mary Anderson 
(Braehead) had just taken over as Centre Treasurer and she had received no 
information about a donation to the International Fund, and she felt that it would 
be good if a letter went out each year to each Centre asking for a non-
compulsory donation that explained why it was required and how it could be 
claimed against.  JVP Margaret said that it was something to be looked at and 
that maybe on years with an Incoming Tour, Centres wouldn’t be expected to 
donate. This should be discussed by the LSC, however any discussion should 
also include Gail as Treasurer. No-one knew the current financial status, and it 
was felt that a basic level of information should be available for each meeting.  
Gail Munro would quite like someone else to take on the role of Treasurer, as 
her responsibilities didn’t give her enough time to devote to it, although it was 
felt that she would be a great loss to the meetings with her vast knowledge. 

5) Envelopes for Henderson Bishop finalists were distributed. 
6) President Jan reminded everyone that, in addition to what was said about 

substitutes for the Henderson Bishop at the last meeting, no-one who has 
already played in a team can substitute in another one at any stage. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
None was available. 

 

6. Correspondence/Email 
1) An invitation to the dinner at the Glynhill Ladies International competition had 

been received in response to the donation made by Ladies Branch and 
President Jan had attended. She did not have the opportunity to watch any of 
the games as she had been attending the Scottish Juniors Championship in 
Aberdeen. 

2) Sweden has now accepted the invitation to tour Scotland from 26 October – 4 
November 2018.  The organizing committee; President Jan, Vice-President 
Margaret, JVP Margaret, Corrie Lawrence (Outgoing Captain), Margaret 
Robertson (Outgoing Vice) and Lillias Hyslop (Outgoing Secretary/Treasurer); 
would be meeting shortly to get started on the plans. Tita Bergvist is the 
Swedish contact. 

 

7. Competitions 
Morton Trophy 
One section was still to complete with Borders playing Kirkcaldy on Thursday and 
Stirling playing Murrayfield on Friday. 
Henderson Bishop Finals 
President Jan thanked Jane Drysdale and her ‘group’ for the high level of 
communication and Margaret White (Ayr) mentioned the amount of work that she had 
put into a Facebook private group that gave lots of information about the history etc. 
Four Nations 
The Scottish ladies won the Connie Miller Trophy against England, but Scotland came 
second in everything else. It had been a very good weekend at Greenacres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Ladies Branch Business 
New LSC Representatives 
President Jan asked to be notified as soon as possible of the names of anyone leaving 
the committee and who the replacement would be.  Both would be expected to attend 
the pre-AGM meeting, and would be invited to the President’s soirée the evening 
before. 
World Junior Championships 
President Jan would be leaving on Tuesday to attend the World Junior Championships 
in Korea.  She had been amazed by the high quality of curling when watching in 
Aberdeen, and it was a pleasure to see how closely they worked with their coaches.   
Sophie Jackson, Naomi Brown, Milli Smith, Sophie Sinclair and Laura Barr, with Cate 
Brewster as coach would be representing Scotland in Korea, leaving on Saturday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. RCCC Business 
National Masters 
President Jan congratulated former President of Braehead Centre, Elaine Semple and 
her rink of Alison McLennan, Maggie Rutherford and Sheila Cowan for winning the 
National Ladies Masters at Greenacres, beating Maggie Scott, Margaret White, Yvonne 
Aitken and Fiona Rutherford, in the last end with last stone. 
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Coaching Committee 
Vice-President Margaret had attended a Coaching meeting in December, which was 
very interesting and a steep learning curve for her.  One problem seemed to be sharing 
technical information with coaches who were unable to attend the Coaching 
Conference. Level 1 coaches were expected to refresh every 3 years, and there were 
90 trainee Level 1 coaches who had yet to complete their paperwork. 14 Level 2 
coaches had also to complete.   An online system was being made available to 
complete paperwork.  Also a module was being developed for coach helpers so that 
they were fully covered, which would be a cut down version of the Level 1 training. 
Guidance booklets had been handed out on Child & Adult Protection.  The minutes 
were available on the website.  
Giles Lomax (Coaching & Workforce Development Manager) 
Giles attended the meeting and explained that Level 1 coaches should now refresh 
every 3 years, as there had been a lot of technical changes, and the intention was to 
upskill the Level 1 coaches, as these were the vast majority of coaches, with very few 
going on to Level 2 qualification.  The reality was that Level 1 coaches did work 
unsupervised and this should be accepted.  The Level 2 course was now partly online 
so that the old purple logbooks no longer needed to be completed – this made the 
information more easily shareable for assessment.  Work was also being done on an 
online system for Level 1 courses which would now include on-ice time. A sharing 
system for coaching information/techniques was being investigated.  The RCCC now 
had a Disability Officer, Helen Kallow, who was working on integrating education and 
disability.  He confirmed that all coaches had been Disclosed which was done through 
the RCCC.  There was also discussion about retaining people after Try Curling.  Giles 
was wished the very best for his future with gymnastics and was thanked for an 
interesting session. 
Staffing Changes 
Barbara MacFarlane was returning from maternity leave on 23 April and David Ramsay 
was leaving on 24 April, giving time for a handover. 
Helen Kallow was a part-time Disability Development Officer. 
Judith McCleary, Head of Development was returning from maternity leave on 2 May.  
Giles was covering her Governance projects for the next six weeks, before leaving to go 
as Performance Coach to Scottish Gymnastics.  His post was funded through 
SportScotland, and would be advertised for a replacement as soon as possible, as it 
was important to continue to develop good quality coaches. 
Board Meeting 
President Jan had attended the meeting in Aberdeen and Director Alastair MacNish had 
been seeking feedback on the European Championships, so she was able to pass on 
the LSC observations. He was already considering a review of ticket sales and venue.  
However, he was due to step down this year, so it would really be up to the new Board 
Chair to lead this. 
Unders & Overs 
President Jan would have liked to hold this at Greenacres but had had no support from 
the ice rink.  However, at the 3 October meeting it had been decided that in 2017 it 
should be held at Forfar, and in 2018 at Stranraer.  Shirley Jeans (Forfar) said that they 
had never received information confirming this or been given a date. President Jan 
would check with Aline Hardie as to the status of this.  Fiona Motion also said that 
Lanarkshire had yet to receive official acceptance of their bid for the Henderson Bishop 
finals in 2018. It was the responsibility of the RCCC staff to make these notifications, as 
they are responsible for the bidding process.  Past President Fiona Hardie had put in a 
lot of work last year to get this up and running again.  Shirley would talk to Mike 
Ferguson, Forfar Ice Rink Manager, to see if it was still possible to go ahead. 

10. Dates of Interest 
 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 15/16 February 
Kirkcaldy Ladies Open, Fife Ice Arena – Thursday 16 February 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 7 March 
Dewars Heatworks Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, Thursday 16 March 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Kinross 27 February – 2 March 
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Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 14 March 
 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 9-12 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 18-25 February 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 10-12 March 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 17-19 March 
 
World Junior Curling Championships, Pyeonchang, Korea, 16-26 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea, 4-11 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Beijing, China, 18-26 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Alberta, Canada, 22-29 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, 22-29 April  

11. AOCB 
WCF Representative 
Susan Kesley would be attending the meeting on 7 March to explain her work as WCF 
representative. 
Junior Vice President 
A new Junior Vice President would be needed for next year and President Jan asked 
everyone to think about anyone who would be interested.  Current JVP Margaret would 
happily talk to anyone about what was entailed. 
Club Dissolution 
Rhona Johnston (Stirling) said that Stirling Ladies Club was about to fold.  It had 8 
members and they wanted advice.  They didn’t want to amalgamate with another club 
as they wanted to keep their name and trophies, and didn’t want to take part in the 
Senior Ladies League.  Various people came up with examples of what had happened 
within their own Centres and Rhona said she would report back with these suggestions. 
Henderson Bishop funding 
Fiona Rutherford (Kinross) asked whether Henderson Bishop finalists received any 
financial assistance from the Centres for the Finals week.  Ann Gibb (Inverness) 
explained that Ross Province and Inverness Province were members of the Sports 
Council so they applied to them and received a grant towards it. JVP Margaret said that 
her Mother Club gave assistance to the 2 Murrayfield teams as they were all part of the 
same club.  Margaret White (Ayr) said that they had given assistance in the past where 
it was a young rink. Annette Blair (Waterfront) said that they did give a donation. 

 
 

12. Date of next meetings 
Thursday, 16 February 2017, Joint meeting at Lanarkshire Ice Rink (TBC), at 10.30am. 
Tuesday 7 March 2017 at RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1:15pm 

 

13. Vote of Thanks 
President Jan thanked everyone for coming; it had been an interesting day and she 
would see everyone on 7 March as she would be in South Korea at the time of the Joint 
Meeting.  
 
The meeting then closed at 15:10 with Vice-President Margaret thanking President Jan 
for conducting the meeting and Giles for an interesting presentation.  She wished 
everyone a safe journey home and President Jan a successful trip to Korea. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


