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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 6th December 2016 at 
RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling FK7 7XE at 1.15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice-President), Margaret Nicol (Junior Vice-President), 
Gail Munro (Treasurer). 
 
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen – via Skype), Margaret White (Ayr), Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead), Fiona 
Hardie (Dumfries), Joan Boag (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), 
Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy),  Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), Ann Maree Davidson (Perth),  Rhona 
Johnston (Stirling),  Annette Blair (Waterfront),  Lindsey Booth (Welfare Officer, RCCC) Joyce 
Ferrie (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Jan welcomed everyone to the meeting. A Joint Meeting with the Areas 
Standing Committee had taken place on 1st November followed by the Priestfield 
Quaich which was won by the Ladies.  
 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
 Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Elspeth Bell (Border), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), 
Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone ( Lockerbie), Lyn Brown (Stranraer).   
 

 

3. Presentation on RCCC Welfare Policies  
President Jan introduced Lindsey Booth, RCCC Welfare Officer, who gave a 
presentation on the RCCC Welfare Policies. Lindsey circulated booklets containing the 
RCCC Child Protection Policy and Toolkit and Adult Protection Policy and Toolkit, all of 
which had been approved by the RCCC Board. Each booklet sets out RCCC 
safeguarding policies and good practice guidelines and contains useful templates for 
clubs to use. Lindsey is in the process of writing to all clubs with priority being given to 
Junior Clubs in the first instance. Copies of both booklets are also being sent to all ice 
rinks although individual ice rinks should have their own protection policies in place. 
The RCCC policies are to be adopted by clubs affiliated to the RCCC and by RCCC 
coaches. Lindsey works part time but is available for consultation outwith her 
designated working hours should a query arise and she circulated her contact details 
which are also available on the RCCC website.  
Lindsey then answered a number of queries which were raised by those present.   
President Jan thanked Lindsey for her presentation and invited her to attend the 
remainder of the meeting.  
 

 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2016 
The minutes were proposed for acceptance by Ann Gibb (Inverness) and seconded by 
Ann Maree Davidson (Perth) and were signed by President Jan.  
 

 
 

5. Matters Arising 
1. Re Section 4.4 of the Minutes regarding the qualifying rounds for the Henderson 

Bishop there still appeared to be some confusion on the position where 5 or less 
rinks entered at an individual Centre. Gail Munro thought it was never the 
intention to insist on a round robin where 5 rinks entered as that would result in 
each rink having to play too many games. Her understanding was that a round 
robin could be played where there were less than 5 rinks (as opposed to “5 or 
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less”) but she also believed the Executive should still have discretion to decide 
on an alternative qualifying mechanism if there were few entries. Gail agreed to 
produce suggested wording reflecting this proposal which could be submitted to 
the Rules Committee for approval and incorporation in the Rule Book. Ann 
Mitchell (Kirkcaldy) enquired whether it was possible for a rink to qualify for the 
Finals if it was the only rink which had entered at a Centre and was advised this 
was not permitted.   

2. The draw for the Four Nations (28-29 January 2017) has now been made and 
details are on the website. 

3. Stuart McLean (Marketing Manager) is leaving the RCCC in January and 
President Jan extended best wishes to him on behalf of LSC. 

 

 
 
Gail 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer apologised for not being able to attend recent meetings and circulated a 
summary of Income and Expenditure. There are a large number of payments still to be 
reconciled in connection with the Opening and Closing Banquets for the Incoming US 
Tour and a separate Balance Sheet will be prepared in that respect. Margaret White 
(Ayr) queried what costs had been met by the LSC in relation to the Opening and 
Closing Banquets and whether the treatment of Ladies and Gents Tours was the same. 
President Jan advised there did not seem to be a unified approach on Tour funding and 
she would be discussing this with the CEO once a final accounting was available.  
  
It was noted that 4 Centres (Kirkcaldy, Kinross, Braehead and Stranraer) had made 
contributions to LSC and Gail advised that further contributions would be gratefully 
received. Margaret White (Ayr) noted that many Centres probably had less free funds 
available having incurred expenses in connection with the Incoming US Tour and Gail 
acknowledged that could be the case.  
 
Gail also appealed again for someone to take over responsibility for Merchandise as 
she simply did not have sufficient time to devote to this. The role does not have to be 
performed by a member of the LSC.   
 
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) advised that following the end of her Presidency in 2010/2011 she 
and fellow curlers had arranged a trip to Prague and surplus funds remained from that 
trip which had sat in a bank account for a number of years. Having consulted those 
involved it had been agreed to donate the funds of £65 to the International Fund. 
President Jan thanked Kay and her fellow curlers for their generous donation. 
 
Gail has received a request from the Glynhill International for sponsorship and it was 
agreed to provide £250.    
 

 
 
 
 
Gail 
 
 
 
Jan 

7. Correspondence 
No formal acceptance has yet been received from the Swedish Ladies although it is 
understood Tita Berqhuist has been nominated to issue an acceptance.  
A letter was circulated from Kinross Curling regarding arrangements for the Henderson 
Bishop Finals and members were asked to distribute this to the appropriate curlers at 
their Centers.   
 

 

8. Competitions 
Henderson Bishop Draw  
The Draw for the Henderson Bishop Finals was made by Lindsey Booth (RCCC) and 
the results were as follows:- 
 
Section 1 – Aberdeen, Perth, Forfar, Dumfries, Waterfront 
Section 2-  Lockerbie 2, Border, Lanarkshire, Murrayfield 1, Greenacres 
Section 3 – Kirkcaldy, Murrayfield 2, Braehead, Inverness, Ayr 
Section 4 – Stranraer, Lockerbie 1, Kinross1, Kinross 2, Stirling 
 
It was agreed that Dumfries, Lockerbie, Inverness and Stranraer each be given a “by” in 
the first round as the rinks furthest away from the venue.  
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Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead) sought clarification on whether rinks should play a set 
number of ends or to the bell in the qualifying stages and whether the rules were the 
same for each Centre. It was noted in discussion that ice rinks had sessions of different 
durations and stipulating a number of ends was often not practical. Each Centre is free 
to set its own policy.  
Ann Gibb (Inverness) enquired whether a substitute could play where a named player 
was unavailable and it was confirmed that substitutes were permitted provided they did 
not play in a higher position.  
 
Henderson Bishop Finals 2018  
Bids had been received from Forfar, Stranraer, Braehead and Lanarkshire to host the 
Henderson Bishop Finals in 2018. The bids from Forfar and Braehead had not been 
countersigned by their Ladies Centres as required in terms of the bidding process and, 
accordingly, it was agreed that these bids should not be considered as valid. The 
committee discussed the remaining bids. In light of the fact that 2018 is the 50th 
Anniversary of Lanarkshire Ice Rink and they are keen to host a prestigious competition 
in that year Gail Munro indicated she would withdraw the competing Stranraer bid. It 
was therefore agreed that the 2018 Henderson Bishop Finals would take place in 
Lanarkshire.  
 
Morton Trophy  
Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy) sought clarification on whether Fife Ice Arena required to 
submit a bid to host the Morton Finals in 2017. It was confirmed that no bid was 
required this season but bids would be required for subsequent seasons from 2017/18 
onwards.   
Rhona Johnston (Stirling) enquired whether it would be possible to standardise the 
costs of playing in the Morton as this varied between ice rinks and there had been 
complaints from some curlers about the costs, particularly where travel costs had also 
to be met. It was noted that costs were dependent on each ice rink and the LSC was not 
in a position to influence what ice rinks could charge.  
   

9. Ladies Branch Business 
 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 
President Jan thanked all Centres for their hard work and generous hospitality in 
hosting the Incoming US Tour which had been a great success. President Jan will be 
preparing a formal Tour Report in due course but in the meantime she asked that 
Centre representatives pass on her thanks to all those who had helped make the US 
Ladies so welcome.   
 
Junior Vice - President Margaret thanked President Jan and Past President Mary Anne 
for their hard work and commitment as Couriers throughout the Tour.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. RCCC Business 
President Jan reported that she had attended the European Curling Championships 
Finals at Braehead on 26th November with the US Tourists.  
 
Many of those present at the meeting then raised a number of concerns about the 
marketing and ticketing arrangements for the competition. Concern was expressed 
about the high cost of tickets and apparent lack of spectators particularly as it had been 
reported before the event that tickets were selling well. There had been little evidence of 
advertising in the national/local press or at the venue itself. A large proportion of 
spectators were primary schoolchildren who showed little interest in the curling. Gail 
Munro had tried to get passes to enable Junior Curlers from Stranraer to attend a 
session but had been told none were available. It was also felt that more could have 
been done to promote awareness and membership of the RCCC. There had been 
discussion in the past about the introduction of a supporter membership but there was 
no facility at the event for people to take out such memberships. Although information 
leaflets were available, it was felt the opportunity was missed to have people sign up as 
members at the time. There was also little visible presence of the RCCC. Lindsey Booth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 
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(RCCC) pointed out that RCCC representatives had been in attendance at the Fanzone 
area. Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) suggested that President Jan raise these concerns at the 
next RCCC Board meeting as improvements were required to be made before the 
World Junior Curling Championships scheduled to take place in Aberdeen in March 
2018. Junior Vice President Margaret noted it would be useful to have an analysis of 
levels of ticket sales and attendances to ascertain how many tickets were sold and how 
many free passes issued.  
 

11. Dates of Interest 
Hamilton Open – 23rd January 2017   
  

 

12. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 7th February 2017 at Ochil House, Stirling at 1. 15pm  
 

 

13. Vote of Thanks 
The meeting closed at 14:45.  Vice President Margaret thanked President Jan for 
chairing the meeting and everyone for attending and for their valued contributions. She 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe journey home.  
 

 

 


