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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE pre-AGM meeting held on Tuesday 10th May 
2016 at 10.30am at the Dean Park Hotel, Kirkcaldy KY2 6QW 

 
Present 
 
Marion Fraser (President), Jan Howard (Vice-President), Margaret Pottie (Junior Vice-President), 
Gail Munro (Treasurer). 
 
Marion Malcolm (Aberdeen), Margaret White (Ayr), Nina Clancy (Border),Fiona Macfarlane 
(Braehead), Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans (Forfar),  Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann 
Gibb (Inverness), Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Mhairi Baird (Lanarkshire), 
Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth),  Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Lyn Brown 
(Stranraer), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Kay Gibb (RCCC Board), Judith McCleary (RCCC), Joyce 
Ferrie (Minutes).  
 
New Centre Representatives 
Marion Mather (Dumfries), Claire McMillan (Greenacres), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Fiona Motion 
(Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), Ann-Maree Davidson 
(Perth). 
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Marion welcomed everyone to the pre-AGM meeting and said she hoped 
everyone had enjoyed the previous evening.  

2. Apologies received from 
 Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Helen Hally (Lockerbie), 
Elspeth Bell (New Centre Representative for Border), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).   

3. Introduction of New Centre Representatives  

 Nina Clancy effected an introduction of Elspeth Bell as the new Centre rep for 
Border and extended Elspeth’s apologies for being unable to attend the 
meeting. Elspeth was born and brought up in Cornhill-on-Tweed and has spent 
much of her life there, including a period of more than 20 years running the 
corner shop. She is involved with a number of local organisations and charities 
and was awarded an MBE for services to the community in 2000. 

 Brenda Sillars introduced Marion Mather as the new Centre rep for Dumfries. 
Marion has curled for over 20 years and has been on the Dumfries Centre 
committee for the past 4 years. She has performed the role of Morton Secretary 
and has been responsible for introducing curlers from different clubs to the 
Morton competition. Marion is also a keen golfer.  

 Jane Drysdale introduced Fiona Rutherford as the new Centre rep for Kinross. 
Fiona has been a member of Glenfarg Ladies Curling Club for over 30 years and 
has held the roles of Secretary and President. She is now President of Kinross 
District Ladies Branch. Fiona took part in the Canadian Tour of 2015 and played 
lead in Maggie Scott’s rink which won the 2016 National Masters. 

 Mhairi Baird introduced Fiona Motion as the new Centre rep for Lanarkshire. 
Fiona is married to a Farmer and curls with Strathaven Ladies. She has 2 sons 
and 2 grandchildren and is kept busy with her dried flower business -“Country 
Flowers”.  

 On behalf of Helen Hally, Nina Clancy introduced Ann Johnstone as the new 
Centre rep for Lockerbie. Ann began curling almost 20 years ago when an Aunt 
suggested she join her club and enrolled her before she could change her mind. 
Ann is grateful to Fiona Hardie for taking her under her wing and encouraging 
her in a sport that she thoroughly enjoys – whether playing or the social aspects.  
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 Margaret Nicol introduced Isobel Edwards as the new Centre rep for Murrayfield. 
Isobel is a retired nurse who has curled with Corstorphine Ladies for over 15 
years. Her husband David is also a curler and they are frequent visitors to 
Canada where they have many curling contacts. 

 Cath McIntosh introduced Ann-Maree Davidson as the new Centre rep for Perth. 
Ann-Maree is a qualified curling coach and has been on tour to the USA. She 
has also performed the role of line judge in a number of competitions and looks 
forward to representing Perth on the LSC.    

 Marion Malcolm (Aberdeen) advised that a new representative had not yet been 
identified. In the meantime, it was proposed that members of the Aberdeen 
Centre committee would share the duties. 

 Elaine Telfer (Greenacres) advised there was a similar situation at Greenacres 
and it had been agreed that different committee members would represent the 
Centre at LSC meetings. Elaine introduced Claire McMillan, Secretary of the 
Centre, who would be attending 2 meetings.   
 

President Marion thanked all those who had made the introductions and welcomed 
all new representatives to the Ladies Standing Committee. 

4. Previous Minutes 
Minutes of the LSC meeting held on 5 April 2016  
These will be tabled for ratification at the LSC meeting to be held on 7 June 2016 but 
two amendments are proposed in the meantime: 
Page 1, item 1, replace “congratulated Helen Hally on becoming a member of the 
RCCC Board” with “ congratulated Helen Hally on being nominated unopposed as a 
member of the RCCC Board”.   
Page 2, item 7, heading “World Juniors” – in the second line replace “so they” with “so 
Scotland”. 
Minutes of the pre-AGM meeting held on 12th May 2015  
The Minutes were proposed for acceptance by Jane Drysdale and seconded by 
Margaret Pottie and were then signed off by President Marion.   

5. Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Gail reported that there had been very little movement in the accounts. Some 
of the Incoming US Tour costs had been funded through the Ladies Branch account as 
it was taking some time to open a designated US Tour bank account. The relevant 
sums should perhaps be shown in the accounts as a loan by Ladies Branch to the Tour  
to be recovered when a US Tour bank account is put in place. 
 

6. Correspondence 
2 e-mails had been received. One was from David Hay thanking Ladies Branch for their 
support of the Scottish curling teams over the last year and sending apologies that he 
was not able to attend the pre-AGM lunch. The other e-mail was from Judith McCleary 
regarding the Finals of the Morton trophy, a matter which is due to be discussed at the 
June LSC meeting. Judith advised that the Rule Book currently makes provision for the 
Finals to take place at Kirkcaldy and given the time constraints involved in changing the 
Rule Book and booking ice for next season, the 2017 Finals would require to take place 
at Kirkcaldy and would be held there on Tuesday 14th March 2017.  
 

7. Competitions 
President Marion reported that the Morton Trophy would be formally presented to 
winners Ayr at the AGM.  
Reports on all major competitions and the Canadian Tour will also be presented at the 
AGM. 
 

8. Ladies Branch Business 
 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 
Junior Vice - President Margaret Pottie confirmed that the Opening Banquet would take 
place on Sunday 6th November 2016 at the Glynhill Hotel, Paisley. Tickets are £35 and 
accommodation is available at a cost of £90 for a twin room and £70 for a single room. 
The Closing Banquet will take place at the Radstone Hotel, Larkhall on Friday 25th  
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November at a cost of £32. Accommodation is £75 for a twin room and £60 for a single. 
Full details will soon appear on the website but applications for tickets (which will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis) should be sent to Margaret no later than 10th 
October 2016. 
Vice President Jan reported that good progress was being made with the Itinerary and 
she had now received personal details of all the tourists including allergy/food 
intolerances. A further version of the Itinerary will be circulated for updating and Jan  
asked those Centres who would be responsible for providing accommodation for the 
bus driver to include a note of the costs when updating the Itinerary as these would be 
met by the US.  
Margaret Nicol suggested that the Scottish Government Minister for Sport be invited to 
attend one of the Tour events in Edinburgh or in their constituency and it was agreed 
that such an invitation should be extended.  
Proposers and Seconders 
It was noted that Past President Mary Anne McWilliam would propose acceptance of 
the Minutes of the 2015 AGM and Rhona Johnston agreed to second that motion. 
Elaine Telfer agreed to second the Treasurer’s proposal of the Accounts. The incoming 
President, Vice-President and Junior Vice-President all had their seconders arranged 
and Margaret Pottie agreed to second the re-election of Gail Munro as Treasurer. Ann 
Mitchell (Kirkcaldy) would be giving the Vote of Thanks.  
 

9. RCCC Business 
President Marion reported on her last Board meeting which took place on 5th May. The 
Minutes will be on the RCCC website in due course.   
CEO Report 
Funding for the second year of a four year investment has been received from 
Sportscotland. Arrangements for construction of the National Performance Centre at 
Stirling are still on track although documentation has still to be formally signed off with 
Sportscotland and Stirling Council. A new database is being commissioned which it is 
hoped will improve data management and improve membership engagement.  
Performance 
Performance Director Graeme Thompson gave an update on the year’s results. There 
was much discussion on the way forward for Scottish/British qualification for the 2018 
Olympics. A new method of Team selection is proposed with athletes putting forward a 
complete team for funding rather than awards being made on an individual basis.              
Development 
Judith McCleary reported to the Board on a number of Development initiatives including 
staff reviews, policy reviews and a proposed new category of membership to be  
proposed at the RCCC AGM in June. It is proposed to introduce a “supporter” 
membership for people interested in curling such as spectators and family/friends of 
curlers. It is hoped that interest generated by the European Championships taking place 
in November will be a good starting point to increase the membership base. Judith also 
reported that discussions were ongoing about Disability Curling and whether this should 
be managed and competitions arranged through the RCCC to encompass a wider 
range of disabilities than merely Wheelchair Curling.  
It is proposed to adopt a new structure for a Club and Membership Development 
Committee comprising 11 members, one of which will represent the LSC. Proposed 
members will apply to join the committee for a period of 2 years. More information on 
the proposals will be available in due course.  
 
 

10. AOCB 
President Marion reported that she and her daughter and Past President Mary Anne 
McWilliam and her husband were to attend the Queen’s Garden Party at Holyrood in 
early July as representatives of RCCC. 
Ann Gibb (Inverness) enquired whether it would be possible to extend the date for 
submission of entries for the Henderson Bishop competition. Judith McCleary explained 
that an early date was required as ice had to be booked well in advance. It was too late 
to change the date for this year but it might be possible to investigate possible changes 
for the following year.  
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Rhona Johnston (Stirling) enquired whether it would be possible to have a greater 
range of merchandise available as there appeared to be a limited choice. President 
Marion noted that the post of Merchandise Officer was still vacant and appealed for 
someone to take it on.  
 
Judith McCleary advised that he bidding forms to host competitions would be sent out 
by 21st June. 
 

11. Date of RCCC AGM – Braehead Curling Rink, Glasgow at 2pm on Saturday 18th June 
2016.  
 
Date of the LSC pre-AGM meeting in 2017 – Greenacres Ice rink at 10.30am on 
Tuesday 9th May 2017.  

12. Vote of Thanks 
President Marion thanked everyone for attending and before the meeting closed she 
played an interview that she had given to the local radio station in Swift Current, 
Canada during the World Women’s Championships.  
 
The meeting closed at 12 noon.  
 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


