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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE pre-AGM meeting held on Tuesday 
12th  May 2015 at 10.30am in the Prince Phillip Room, North West Castle Hotel, 

Stranraer,  Dumfries and Galloway DG9 8EH 
 

 
 

Present 
 
Mary Anne McWilliam (President), Marion Fraser (Vice-President), Jan Howard (Junior Vice-
President), Gail Munro (Treasurer). 
 
Kate Caithness (Honorary Vice-President), Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Margaret White (Ayr),  
Nina Clancy (Border), Elaine Semple (Braehead), Carolyn Nicoll (Forfar), Elaine Telfer 
(Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Helen Gordon (Kirkcaldy), 
Helen Hally (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth),  Jeannette 
Kerr (Stirling), Maureen Parker (Stranraer), Sara Turner (RCCC), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
New Centre Representatives  
Margaret Pottie (JVP elect), Fiona MacFarlane (Braehead), Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Elaine 
Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Annette Blair 
(Waterfront). 
 

1. Welcome 
President Mary Anne welcomed everyone to the pre-AGM meeting with a special 
welcome to Honorary Vice-President Kate Caithness and to Margaret Pottie as Junior 
Vice President elect. She hoped everyone had enjoyed the previous evening and 
apologised for the warmth! 

2 Apologies received from 
Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), Kate Smith (Dumfries). 

3. Introduction of New Centre Representatives 

 Elaine Semple introduced Fiona MacFarlane as the new Centre rep for Braehead. 
Fiona has curled for many years around Scotland in the Henderson Bishop, Scottish 
Senior women's and Scottish Senior mixed which she won with husband Gary. Fiona 
retired from work as a Practice nurse a few years ago and has now been persuaded to 
become involved in off ice curling matters by joining ladies branch. Fiona also plays a lot 
of golf and babysits her little grandson in her spare time. She is a member of the outgoing 
tour to Canada in November. 

 Jeannette Kerr(Stirling) introduced Brenda Sillars as the new Centre rep for 
Dumfries in loco parentis.  Brenda and her husband first started curling at Lockerbie 40 
years ago, and since then she has been president of Duresdeer and Nithsdale Ladies 
curling clubs and is currently President of Dumfries Ice Bowl Curling Association.  She 
reckons this isn’t down to her curling skills as much as age and experience.  Brenda was 
a teacher but now runs an artist framing company with her husband.  She plays golf, 
enjoys swimming and going to the gym. 

 Carolyn Nicoll introduced Shirley Jeans as the new Forfar representative.  She has 
known Shirley for many years as they are both members of Panmure Curling Club. She is 
currently president of Carnoustie Ladies Golf Club and also Match Secretary of Panmure, 
and she is conscientious and well organised. She is a recently retired headmistress from 
Carnoustie and was advised to always say no when asked to do anything, but thankfully 
she said Yes to this.  

 Helen Gordon was delighted to introduce Ann Mitchell as the new rep for Kirkcaldy.  
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Ann is originally from Stranraer but she left at the age of 16, although does still visit with 
relatives in the town.  She is married to Harry with 2 children and 4 grandchildren.  Helen 
and Ann have known each other for many years as members of Aberdour Curling Club 
and Ann is currently president of Raith & Abbotshall Ladies Curling Club.  Harry is also a 
curler and together they run disability curling at Kirkcaldy.  Ann was a depute principal at 
West Lothian College and is an Assistant Governor with the Rotary and an advocate for 
young people.  She is very hard working and said yes to being President of Kirkcaldy 
Ladies Centre to stop being secretary! 

 Maureen Parker proposed Lyn Brown, in her absence, to represent Stranraer.  She 
is well known in Stranraer and is currently secretary and treasurer of Stranraer & 
Stoneykirk Curling Club.  She started curling in the Juniors and played University curling 
in Edinburgh, and has won 2 silver and 1 gold medal in the Henderson Bishop.  Lyn’s 
husband Norman is also an accomplished curler and was part of the Men’s Senior team 
that went to Sochi.  Their 2 daughters Abigail and Naomi also curl at the highest level, 
Abigail reaching the final of the Scottish Ladies and Naomi winning silver at the World 
Juniors this year.  Lyn deserves a medal as a curling supporter/groupie. 

 Jeannette Kerr introduced Rhona Johnston as the new representative for Stirling, 
who lives in Auchterarder with her husband Douglas, who is also a curler, and has 2 
daughters and 5 grandchildren. She has curled for 15 years and plays for both Muthill and 
Falkirk Ladies where she has been president for the last few years.  She is an accredited 
coach and coaches juniors at Perth and was on the recent Ladies Tour to Sweden. She 
has an excellent sense of humour and has been a stalwart vice-president of Stirling 
Ladies Centre. 

 Annette Blair introduced herself as the new representative for Waterfront, having 
curled for 30 years and having previously already been on the committee 5 or 6 years 
ago. She has recently been president of Greenock Ladies and Muirdykes Curling Clubs, 
and as that was finishing was asked to do this again.  
 
President Mary Anne thanked everyone individually and welcomed the new 
representatives.  She also thanked Ruth Addinall for her minute taking over the last year. 

4. Minutes of the LSC meeting held on 8th April 2015 
These were adopted by Helen Hally (Lockerbie), seconded by Jane Drsydale (Kinross) 
and signed off by President Mary Anne. 
Minutes of the pre-AGM meeting held on 13th May 2014 
Ruth Addinall read out two amendments: 
Page, I item 3, bullet 4, replace “and works in the Insurance industry.” with “and is now 
CEO of a Scottish charity having previously worked in the insurance business.” 
Page 2, bullet 3, replace  “Jane has only been curling since 2012, having joined the virtual 
club.  She works in the family business and has 2 children. Her other hobbies include 
show jumping and walking, having just completed the West Highland Way.” with “Jane 
has only been curling since 2012, having joined the Kinross Virtual Club and Orwell 
Ladies.  She works in the family business and is married to John with 3 children in their 
twenties. She is a past member of Bell Baxter Young Farmers and her other hobbies 
include show jumping and walking, having just completed the West Highland Way.” 
The minutes were then accepted by the meeting and signed off by President Mary Anne. 

5. Matters arising 
There were no matters arising from either meeting. 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
Gail apologised, mainly to President Mary Anne, for not being there are as much as she 
would have liked, but issues at work meant she wasn’t available.  Once the season was 
over, and she was able to sort out the finances and banking, she was just pleased that it 
did all balance. She was hoping to have more time next year for the accounts but would 
very much appreciate if anyone could help with the merchandising, managing the stock 
and keeping track of sales.  It wouldn’t have to be anyone on the LSC and there is an 
honorarium available, so if anyone knows anyone who would be interested, please put 
their name forward.  It has actually been a quiet year for Ladies Branch, so the balance 
sheet is fairly simple.  Merchandising sales are slightly up, and costs are down, so there 
has been profit, which is the main purpose after all.  The International Fund shows an 
increase because of contributions from previous years being included.  The more success 
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we have on the international stage, the more gifts there are to be distributed.  The 
Scottish Championship brooches are shown as miscellaneous.  The honoraria are down 
because Gail decided not to take hers this year for Treasurer and Merchandising.   We 
are actually £360 to the good, and there is a healthy balance, so she would be proposing 
these accounts at the AGM if no one had any objections.  Jeannette Kerr (Stirling) said 
that merchandising to the value of £415 had been attributed to Forfar instead of Stirling, 
but Gail confirmed that this had been changed.  Elaine Telfer agreed to second the 
accounts at the AGM 

7. Correspondence 
None had been received of relevance to the meeting.  President Mary Anne said that she 
had received lots of lovely cards from countless people and she very much appreciated 
the kind words. 

8.  Competitions 
There had no progress on the one day bonspiel, but President Mary Anne had emailed 
Past-President Fiona Hardie that she might be invited to the June LSC meeting and 
suggested that Helen Hally and Carolyn Nicoll, who had agreed to be on the sub-
committee,  also discuss this with Fiona later on.  

9. LB Business 
Honorary President 
President Mary Anne reminded everyone that Honorary Vice-President Kate was going to 
be proposed as Honorary President at the AGM, which she was delighted about.  
Proposers and Seconders 
Helen Hally (Lockerbie) agreed to second the relection of Gail Munro as Treasurer.  The 
incoming President, Vice-President and Junior Vice-President all that their seconders 
organized and Maureen Parker (Stranraer) would be doing the Vote of Thanks.  
Bruce Crawford, CEO, had sent his apologies but a report had not been received in his 
absence for the appropriate AGM agenda item. A comment would be made that one 
wasn’t available but would be inserted into the AGM minutes. Alastair MacNish, chairman 
of the Board, had also sent his apologies. 
Morton Trophy 
Gail Munro said that this meeting is traditionally known as the Morton meeting, which 
Honorary Vice-President Kate confirmed, where all the Centres confirmed that they were 
entering and the sections were confirmed, so that ice rink allocations could go ahead. 
President Mary Anne said that at the last meeting, encouraging as many ladies as 
possible to enter had been discussed. It would seem at quite a few Centres experienced 
curlers are now stepping back, and new skips weren’t readily available to replace them.  
This would be discussed in more detail at the June meeting, along with suggestions for a 
2 game rule.  She asked everyone to have had discussions for the June meeting.   
Vice-President Marion said that she would have a report on the Indoor Grand Match, 
Club & Member Development and the ASC Review for the June meeting.  
Incoming USA Tour 2016 
Honorary Vice-President Kate asked if there was any information on the incoming USA 
tour.  President Mary Anne replied that the first meeting of the organizing committee had 
been held, which JVP Jan is chairing as she would be President when it arrived. Letters 
were in hand to go out to ice rinks asking for ice availability, and the USA was starting 
their selection process. Honorary Vice-President Kate asked if there would be a slot in 
the schedule for their USA tour group to host a short cocktail party as it will be the 25th 
anniversary of the ’91 outgoing USA tour.  Helen Hally (Lockerbie) asked if the letters to 
the ice rinks could also be copied to the Ladies Centres. Guidelines would be sent to 
each Ladies Centre at the appropriate time. 

11. AOCB  
President Mary Anne reminded everyone that this was her last meeting, and thanked 
everyone for their input, as it had been great working with them.  
RCCC AGM – Murrayfield Ice Rink, Edinburgh at 2pm on Saturday 13 June 

12. Date of RCCC AGM – Murrayfield Ice Rink, Edinburgh at 2pm on Saturday 13 June . 
Date of the next Ladies Standing Committee at the Murrayfield Hotel, Edinburgh at 
1:15pm on Tuesday 2nd June. 
Date of the Ladies Standing Committee Pre-AGM meeting in 2016 
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Tuesday 11th May 2016, 10:30am at Dean Park Hotel, Kirkcaldy. 

10. Vote of Thanks 
Vice-President Marion thanked President Mary Anne for conducting the meeting, saying 
she would give a more prolonged thank you later. 
The meeting closed at 11:15. 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 

 


