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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 5th September 2017 at 
RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1.15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Margaret Pottie (President), Margaret Nicol (Vice-President), Morag Wellman (Junior Vice-
President).  
 
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen), Corrie Lawrence (Ayr), Elspeth Bell (Border), Liz Paul (Braehead), Marion 
Mather (Dumfries), Anne Shaw (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Maggie Saunderson (Kinross), 
Trisha Petrie (Kirkcaldy), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards 
(Murrayfield), Ann-Maree Davidson (Perth), Anna Burnside (Stirling), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), 
Annette Blair (Waterfront), Bruce Crawford (RCCC), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 
1. Welcome 

President Margaret welcomed everyone back after the summer break and hoped 
everyone was fit and raring to go. She also welcomed Bruce to the meeting who would 
give an update on staff changes and a presentation on Curlfest.  Maggie Saunderson 
was attending in place of Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), and Annette Blair for Jackie Orr 
(Waterfront). 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Gail Munro (Treasurer), Ann Gibb (Inverness), 
Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Jackie Orr (Waterfront). 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 6th June 2017 
The following corrections were made:  
         Page 1; item 4, Constitutions, replace “the Ladies Centre” with “any club” 
         Page 3, Committees 1), remove “Club &” 
         Page 3, item 10, Hamilton Ladies Open, “Janruary” should be “January” 
 
The minutes were then proposed by Morag Wellman (Junior Vice-President), seconded 
by Ann-Maree Davidson (Perth) and signed off by President Margaret. 

 

4. Matters Arising 
Henderson Bishop Rules 
Gail had produced new wording for the rules; there will be a meeting on 21 September, 
and the updated rules should be available very soon after that.  All Henderson Bishop 
entries had been received by 30 June and the draw was made by the Executive on 2 
July. 
Constitutions 
Judith McCleary had emailed President Margaret the constitution template and it will be 
sent out with the next minutes. 
Staff Organogram 
This should also have gone out with the last minutes, but after discussion it was 
decided, as there were 5 changes, to wait until these had been confirmed. 
Merchandising 
The two ladies who Corrie Lawrence (Ayr) approached, declined to be involved.  
President Margaret asked everything to think of anyone else that they might know who 
could be interested in taking on the task. This was important as a fund raiser for Ladies 
Branch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All reps 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
There had been no changes since the last meeting.  President Margaret had asked Gail 
Munro what merchandise was available, and Gail would prepare a list for circulation as 
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soon as possible. 
6. Correspondence/Emails 

President Margaret had received a communication concerning 2 teams from the same 
club that had been drawn against each other in the first game of the Henderson Bishop 
to see if there was any discretion in getting this changed.   She had replied that the draw 
was made and it was just the luck of the draw how it came out and that was final. 

 

7. Competitions 
Henderson Bishop 
Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire) said that they were looking forward to hosting the Finals. 
Accommodation had been reserved at the Avonbridge Hotel, where the gala dinner is 
being held.  Including breakfast, a twin room would be £62 a night and a single £51. 
Breakfast would start at 6:30. Bookings should be made to the number specified on the 
letter that was circulated to everyone, in order to get the reduced rate.  Details of other 
accommodation was included, but they had been unable to ascertain rates this far 
ahead of time. The entry fee would be £250 a team and badges would be sent by the 
RCCC via the LSC reps. The programme and menus were still to be finalised but a civic 
reception would be held on the Monday evening next door at the Hamilton Museum. 
Tuesday night would be in-house at the ice rink.  Details of a blog for the Finals were 
also included.  Fiona read out a letter received by the RCCC from a Robin Bishop, from 
Hertingfordbury, who had been investigating his grandfather Andrew Henderson-Bishop 
who he knew was a curler, and was interested in attending the competition with his wife 
knowing that his grandfather had presented the trophy. President Margaret had 
organised an email invitation to be sent out, asking him to present the prizes, but no 
reply had been received, so a follow up had been made by post.  She would try again by 
phone if necessary.   Marion MacDonald, from the Lanarkshire committee, was going to 
contact him as well, to see if the details that we have tallies with his knowledge, 
particularly as our information was that he was called Arthur! 
Henderson Bishop Bids 
President Margaret stated that the bids to hold the Henderson Bishop finals in 2019 
should be with the RCCC by 29 September.  No-one round the table was aware of any 
intentions to put in a bid, and LSC reps should have been involved if that was the case. 
Vice-President Margaret suggested that Forfar might have been interested and Anne 
Shaw was asked to follow up on this. 
Morton Trophy 
There is a new iceman at Kirkcaldy and Gail Munro had been in touch with him; he was 
quite happy for her to work alongside him to prepare the ice for the Morton finals. 
Four Nations 
President Margaret said the entry forms were on the website, but it actually clashes with 
the Masters this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Ladies Branch Business. 
Presidents Report 
Her first duty, on her way home from the Ladies Branch AGM was to go to Brechin 
Castle for the 50th anniversary of Dalhousie Ladies Curling Club, where their patron, 
Lady Dalhousie, gave them afternoon tea.  Over the summer she attended the RCCC 
AGM, and a Board meeting in June when the new chairman Rob Niven was elected. 
She also attended a Competitions committee meeting, and enjoyed some time at 
Summer Camp with a great bunch of young curlers.  She said that we must thank Ailidh 
Hood and the dedicated team of coaches and helpers who set it all up. She had some 
fun & some learning at the RCCC Away Day for the office staff & Board at Kelvingrove 
Bowling & Tennis Club; as well as a fun bowling session, Judith McCleary had given an 
excellent presentation on all the competitions that the RCCC teams are involved in – an 
amazing number.   She also had a Competitions committee meeting that evening and a 
Rules committee meeting on 21 September.  She had also been trying to post on the 
Ladies Branch webpage. 
Ladies Branch Bonspiel 
President Margaret said that this would be on 2 October and a list had been circulated.  
JVP Morag asked everyone to indicate what position they would prefer to play; 
unfortunately she would not be there as she was away on holiday.  She would email 
around to follow up on people not at the meeting.  The cost would be £12.50 which 
included lunch, which would be after the curling.  Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield) said that 
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she would bring in the trophy.  8 full teams would be ideal, and extra people might be 
required to make up the numbers.  Anna Burnside (Stirling) said that the ice rink was 
offering a choice of 2 soups and would do what we asked; minestrone and cream of 
vegetable were agreed. 
Priestfield Cup 
President Margaret said the Joint Meeting would be held on 31 October at Perth, with 
the meeting starting at 10am, lunch at 12 noon and curling at 1pm.  A signup sheet was 
being circulated. 
Swedish Tour Update 
Vice-President Margaret said that a draft itinerary had been circulated at the last 
meeting and there had been some helpful discussion. There were only a couple of 
changes; the Swedish tourists would still arrive on the Friday to Aberdeen, with the 
Opening Banquet that night, but they would now curl in the afternoon, allowing the 
Inverness ladies to travel that day rather than have to stay overnight; Stirling ice on the 
Monday had been confirmed as 12:30 but earlier was what was really required; on 
Thursday the tourists would visit Glenkinchie Distillery on the way from Borders; on 
Friday again the curling will be in the afternoon to aid the Braehead ladies. All ice rinks 
had been confirmed in writing except Perth & Kinross.  The recent Scottish Tour to 
Sweden had had a reunion this weekend, and 2 of the Swedish ladies had come over. 
They said 8 people had already signed up for the Scotttish Tour.  Once ice at Stirling 
has been resolved, the itinerary would be recirculated and go to Sweden for comment.   
The itinerary will then need fleshing out to include details of evening events, what to do 
in Aberdeen and Glasgow.  Local Centres will need to get hosts, and gifts and meals will 
need to be coordinated probably in January.  President Margaret thanked Vice-
President Margaret for all her work. 
Operating Manual 
President Margaret said that a lot of the updates had now been done, but there were still 
a few small things to be corrected or changed.  The meeting dates were up to date, 
except for the Joint Meeting in Hamilton in February.  She had also noticed that the 
March meeting clashed with the World Juniors in Aberdeen and proposed that this 
meeting should just be an Executive meeting as they would all be in Aberdeen. 
Contact Details 
President Margaret said that the LSC contact list had a lot of mistakes, so she circulated 
the list and asked everyone to check their entry for correctness. She also circulated a 
copy of the LSC webpage for checking. 
Ladies Branch AGM 
President Margaret had sent out an email with details of next years AGM and the 
booking reference number for the Newton Hotel in Nairn was 63979. 

9. RCCC Business 
Update on Staff 
President Margaret asked Bruce Crawford (RCCC CEO) to give us an update on the 
staff situation.  Bruce said that there had quite a few changes over the summer, but 
recruitment hadn’t been quite completed in time for the start of the season.  Laura Barr, 
the RCCC Administrator, was being replaced by Elaine Mills who will start on 22 
September.  Aline Hardie, Competitions Convenor, finishes at the end of the week, and 
interviews had taken place yesterday; an offer had been made and there were 2 very 
strong candidates but both would have to give a month’s notice before they can start.  
Pamela Graham, who is replacing Stuart who left in January, just started this week in a 
part-time Marketing role.  Kirsten Brown, Marketing, was also leaving this week and 
interviews would take place at the end of the week.  Susan Murrin, Event Manager, also 
left, and her replacement, Emma Lynch was due to start tomorrow; she would be 
working 2 days a week, principally involved with the World Juniors Championship in 
March.  There are 7 Development Officers in post; Robin Brydone was due to start in 
Kinross and Cameron Bryce in Perth (this had previously been a shared post);  
Lockerbie are revising their requirements after an unsuccessful recruitment exercise – 
Marion Murdoch has previously done this on a part-time, seasonal basis; Ayr are also 
considering recruiting. 
Curlfest 
Bruce Crawford said that the Curlfest Guidelines had been sent out and hoped everyone 
had received them. He explained that the idea had come from the Member 
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Development committee thinking about how to fill ice rinks to stop more closing down.  
People from the 30-50 age group need to be attracted, but it is hard to target a specific 
age group, when most of them will have families. So the idea of a festival event was 
mooted, that might not involve actually going on the ice, but would attract a different 
group of people than a Try Curling event.  It was decided to work with Cash For Kids 
that work with local radio stations.  The guidelines circulated gave details of the type of 
attractions that could be run.  10 ice rinks were going to be running events; Sunday 8 
October – Aberdeen, Braehead & Kinross; Monday 9 October – Dundee & Moray; Friday 
13 October – Stranraer; Saturday 14 October – Borders & Dumfries; Sunday 15 October – 
Ayr & Lockerbie. The calendar can be found 
on http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/development/curlfest/.  Most people said 
that they hadn’t seen the guidelines – Bruce realised that they had only been sent to ice 
rinks and would arrange for them to be sent to LSC members.  There was discussion 
about advertising outside the ice rink and the effect of the Olympics. 
Coaching & Development Conference 
President Margaret said that this is taking place at Lanarkshire ice rink on Sunday 24 
September between 10am & 4pm at a cost of £25. 
New Directors for British Curling 
Bruce Crawford said that Margaret Richardson & Dawn Watson have both just resigned 
and the Board are looking for 2 more women to replace them.  The posts are UK Sport 
funded and it involves 2 or 3 meetings a year.  See  
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/british-curling-seeks-two-new-directors/ for 
more detail. 
More Women, More Girls in Curling 
President Margaret said that the Executive had attended this seminar held prior to the 
RCCC AGM in June, and Vice-President Margaret gave a report.  She said that the 
seminar had come about because the RCCC recognised that they needed more 
diversity around disability and women. There were about 20 people there and it was 
started with a presentation by Jane Booth who is now Head of Research at Women 
Ahead. She gave some statistics; 51% of the Scottish population is female, but only 
36% of curlers are female; 40% of coaches; 34% of umpires; 33% on the Board.  It was 
felt that we needed to up the gender balance.  There followed small group discussions 
about the barriers to participation and Vice-President Margaret felt it would be a good 
idea to if we had a workshop at one of the LSC meetings, as the LSC should be more 
active in addressing this problem, as this is one of our roles. It had been felt that this 
was a positive move by the RCCC but the LSC should be instrumental in helping drive 
this forward.  There was also only 1 female member of the ASC. There followed a 
discussion about shorter games, creches etc.  Anna Burnside (Stirling) said that a small 
strategy group has been setup there to address this issue and how to get more people 
interested in general. 

10. Dates of Interest 
 
Kinross Ladies Open, Tuesday 17 October 2017 
Borders Ladies Challenge, Wednesday – Thursday 18 -19 October 2017 
Aberdeen Ladies Open, Saturday 28 October 2017 
Forfar Pairs, Wednesday 1 November 2017 
Perth Ladies Open, Thursday 9th November 2017  
Dundee Ladies Topp Trophy,  Tuesday 21 November 2017 
Braehead Ladies Open, Wednesday 6 December 2017 
Sellar Trophy, Murrayfield, Tuesday – Thursday 23-25 January 2018 
Hamilton Ladies Open, Monday 28 January 2018 
Lyburn, Stranraer, Monday – Wednesday 5-7 February 2018 
Forfar Ladies Open, Wednesday – Thursday 14-15 February 
Walter Carlyle, Lockerbie, Thursday – Friday 15-16 February 
Stirling Ladies Open, Wednesday 7 March 2018 
Perth Heatworks, Thursday 15 March 2018 
Dumfries Ladies Open, Monday 18 March 2018 
 
Unders & Overs, Forfar, Sunday 18th February 2018 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Lanarkshire Ice rink, 26th Feb – 1st March 2018 

 
 

http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/development/curlfest/
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/british-curling-seeks-two-new-directors/
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Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena Kirkcaldy, Tuesday13th March 2018 
 
Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship, Stranraer, 6th -10th October 2017           
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Aberdeen, 11th – 15th October 2017 
Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 11th -14th January 2018 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres, 18th – 21st January 2018 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 24th -28th January 2018 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Braehead, 22nd – 25th February 2018 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth, 10th -17th February 2018 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 16th –18th March 2018 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, 25th – 27th May 2018 
 
World Mixed Curling Championships, Champery Switzerland, 14th–21st October 2017 
World Junior Curling Championships, Aberdeen, 3rd -11th March 2018 
Winter Olympics, Peongchang, Korea, 8th – 25th February 2018               
Winter Paralympics, Peongchang, Korea, 9th -18th March 2018 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Canada, 17th -25th March 2018                
World Senior Curling Championship, Oestersund, Sweden, 21st – 28th April 2018 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Oestersund, Sweden, 21st – 28th April 2018 

11. AOCB 
Morton costs 
Lyn Brown (Stranraer) asked what governed the costs of matches in the Morton, as they 
were struggling to get players for away games; President Margaret confirmed that it was 
up to each individual Centre what they provided and what they charged, and whether 
they subsidised any of it. 
Scottish Curling Trust  
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) said that it had been good last year to get talks from the various 
RCCC staff, and wondered if there was an interest in a presentation about the Scottish 
Curling Trust from John Burnett and herself.  President Margaret suggested that it could 
take place at the December meeting. 
International Fund 
Ann-Maree Davidson (Perth) said that at the last meeting it had been said a letter would 
be sent out to the Centres about the International Fund.  President Margaret said that 
the Operating Manual was still to be amended and the letter would be sent out following 
the changes. 
Henderson Bishop 
Anna Burnside (Stirling) said that they had had problems getting teams to enter, one of 
the problems being that the Finals were a 4 day competition during the week, and 
whether they could be moved to a weekend.  Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) said that this had 
been discussed previously and it was up to a bidding ice rink to break with tradition and 
propose this. Corrie Lawrence (Ayr) said that they traditionally paid the fees for their ice 
rink winners; Aberdeen also made contributions instead of prizes.  Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) 
said that they now hold the playdowns as a weekend competition but it had made no 
difference to entries.  Anna Burnside (Stirling) said that they have an evening 
competition but still only had 3 entries. Vice-President Margaret said that overall the 
number of entries was pretty much the same with 107 entries, with Stirling & Waterfront 
playing a Round Robin.  President Margaret said that improving the presentation of the 
Henderson Bishop on the RCCC website would be discussed with the new Marketing 
Officer. 
Henderson Bishop Umpires 
Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire) asked if they had to request umpires or where they supplied 
automatically.  Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) said that umpires had been allocated and it was on 
the Umpires List; they would claim their own expenses but food should be provided for 
them.  President Margaret said that this should all be explained in the Operating 
Manual. 

 

 Date of next meeting 
Monday  October 2017 at RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 10:00am followed 
by curling & lunch at 2:30. 
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Vote of Thanks 
The meeting closed at 2:35 with Vice-President Margaret thanking President Margaret   
for keeping everything under close control, as she knew she put a lot of work into 
organizing herself for the meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 
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