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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 3rd October 2016 at 
RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 10.15am 

 
 
Present 
 
Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice-President), Margaret Nicol (Junior Vice-President). 
 
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen), Bella Kennedy (Ayr), Elspeth Bell & Judith Dixon (Border),  Fiona Macfarlane 
& Liz Paul (Braehead), Marion Mather (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans  & Anne Shaw (Forfar), Elaine 
Telfer & Clare McCormick (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Ann 
Johnstone (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards & Carolyn Tough (Murrayfield), AnnMaree Davidson & 
Helen Piernie (Perth), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Annette Blair & Helen Murray-Lyon (Waterfront), 
Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Jan thanked everyone for coming and an extra special welcome to the guests 
who were attending. 
 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Gail Munro (Treasurer), Margaret White (Ayr), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Fiona Motion & 
Janice Brice (Lanarkshire), Lyn Brown (Stranraer). 
 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 76h  September 2016 
The following corrections need to be made: 

1) Page 1 item 1 – “his location” should be “this location” 
2) Page 1 item 3 – “need” should be “needs” 
3) Page 1 Item 7, last line – “Davdison” should be “Davidson” 
4) Page 2 item 9 should be item 8 
5) Page 3, Incoming Swedish Tour, last line – “whlist” should be “whilst” 
6) Page 3, Committees, line 3 – “Umpires” should be “Umpire’s” 

The minutes were then approved by Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), seconded by Ann 
Gibb (Inverness) and President Jan signed them off. 
 

 

4. Matters arising 
1) A formal acceptance had not yet been received from Sweden but this will be 

covered later. 
2) Minutes from the Competitions Committee were now available on the RCCC 

website. 
3) All competitions had to complete a competitions application form, even if they 

were always held at the same venue.  The Morton Trophy and Henderson 
Bishop had special requirements but these were acknowledged in the 
application system. 

4) President Jan read out the rule from the August 2015 rule book regarding the 
draw for the Henderson Bishop where it is quite clear that a knockout will be 
played except where there are less than 5 teams entered.   However at the LSC 
meeting on 7th April 2015, the proposal was that “Centres should strive to ensure 
6 teams are entered for the Henderson Bishop playdowns, but in exceptional 
circumstances where there are fewer entries, the Executive could decide that it 
was appropriate for a round robin, rather than knockout, to be played to 
determine who goes forward to the Finals” and this had been unanimously 
accepted. Cath McIntosh (Perth) had originally raised the issue and there had 
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been a lot of discussion at previous meetings.  It would appear that the rule had 
been changed but not in accordance with this proposal.   It was agreed that the 
Operating Manual should be amended to say that with 5 teams or less a round 
robin could be played.  A request would also be made to the Rules Committee 
so that this would match what had been agreed for next year. 

5) The Four Nations assignments would be made on 4th October 
6) Vice-President Margaret and Junior Vice-President Margaret had met for 

discussions on the required updates for the Operating Manual. 
7) The Marguerite Roberts Trophy had been located with Past-President Brenda 

McIntyre’s persistence and help from Past-President Kay Gibb.  It has now been 
cleaned. 

8) Kirsten Brown has been appointed to support Stuart MacLean with publicity and 
media 

9) Tickets had been purchased for the US Tourists to attend the European 
Championships Finals day. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
None was available. 
 

 

6. Correspondence/Email 
None had been received. 
 

 

7. Competitions 
 
Competition Bids 
The deadline for applications to host competitions for the season 2017/8 had now 
passed.  Forfar and Stranraer had both applied to host the Overs & Unders in 2017, and 
Stranraer for 2018.  Forfar, Stranraer, Braehead and Lanarkshire had applied to host 
the Henderson Bishop Finals in 2018.  Normally the bids would be taken back to each 
Ladies Centre to discuss the bids and make a decision. Forfar and Braehead hadn’t 
consulted with their Ladies Centres before putting in a bid, and there were questions 
about whether ice rinks were given the appropriate information about what was required 
for a Henderson Bishop Finals bid.  JVP Margaret suggested that the appropriate page 
from the Operations manual could be made available to go out with the bidding request, 
and that the Exec should work more closely with Aline Hardie (RCCC Competitions 
Convenor) to ensure that the process would go smoothly.  Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) 
suggested that the decision on the Henderson Bishop Finals could be delayed until 
December, but that a decision should be made about the Overs & Unders.  Aline Hardie 
brought in the bidding forms that she had received but it was felt that they would need to 
be looked at more closely.  She agreed that the HB decision could be delayed until 
December and she would notify the appropriate bidders accordingly.  The bidding forms 
would be circulated to all Ladies Centres.  A vote was taken and it was decided, 
unanimously, to accept Forfar’s bid for the Overs & Unders in 2017, and for Stranraer in 
2018.  There was discussion about the distance to Stranraer, but not everyone would 
be able to travel to the competition every year, so people could support it when it was 
more local to them. 
 
Brush pads 
The World Curling Federation had decided that in all international competitions, a 
specific brush pad must be used – this is yellow, has a serial number and barcode and 
doesn’t damage the ice surface.  The same brush must be used throughout a game and 
cannot be changed.  This will also affect all Scottish competitions that feed into these. 
Double release is also now allowed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Ladies Branch Business 
 
Priestfield Quaich 
This will take place on the 1st November at 3pm (and not at time stated at meeting).  
The Joint meeting will take place first at 10am at Dewar’s Ice Rink, Perth, followed by 
lunch.  There are 15 names down to play, and another 5 have been requested.  
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AnnMaree Davidson (Perth) would arrange to have a few ladies on standby.  The list 
was re-circulated to confirm availability. 
 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 
The sale of tickets for the Opening Banquet is going really well, with 62 attendees so 
far, including the Tourists.  An application form is available on the RCCC website at 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Opening-
Banquet-application-form.pdf . The itinerary, game schedule etc was now in the Office 
for making into the official Tour booklet/programme. Vice-President Margaret confirmed 
that the updates from Rhona Johnston (Stirling) had been included. Annette Blair 
(Waterfront) checked that the bus would be available to do a tour at Inverclyde and that 
it had a microphone.  The bus driver would exchange mobile numbers with President 
Jan to coordinate the bus arriving to pick up the US Tourists when they arrive at the 
airport. The Tour pins provided to the Scottish players would be charged at 
approximately £3 a head but the Tour programmes would be free.  Gail would pay the 
RCCC for all the pins, and then Centres would be individually charged.  President Jan 
confirmed that she would pay the bill for hotel accommodation at Inverclyde before the 
due date.  President Jan and Past-President Mary Anne would both be couriering for 
the whole Tour, but standbys were available.  Parking the bus in Kelso would not be a 
problem.    Arrangements from Greenacres to Waterfront would need confirming outside 
the meeting. 
 
Incoming Swedish Tour 2018 
JVP Margaret said that although an official acceptance hadn’t yet been received, she, 
President Jan, Vice-President Margaret and Corrie Lawrence, Captain of the last 
outgoing Swedish Tour, met with Tita Bergvist at the Swedish Tour reunion in St 
Andrews. 16 Swedish Ladies will be coming for 10 days, provisionally Tuesday 26 
October 2018 until Sunday 4 November, plus they might well fly into Aberdeen. They 
have requested 9 8-end games and wish also to visit the Kelpies, Falkirk Wheel, a 
distillery, Culloden, Kays curling stones and other places. 
The initial suggestion is that they visit Inverness, Aberdeen and Perth in the North, 
Kinross, Stirling and Murrayfield in Central/East and Ayr, Greenacres and Lanarkshire 
in the West.  They would like hotel accommodation at the start and end, with home 
hosting in between where possible.  Lillias Hyslop and Margaret Robertson who were 
on the last Swedish Tour will also be included on the organising committee.  Vice-
President Margaret will be a courier, and Tita Berqhuist will also be coming but not 
playing.  The next organising meeting will be later in October.   Although not all the ice 
rinks will be visited, it should be possible for Centres to play the Swedish Ladies at 
another ice rink where they are visiting.  Rhona Johnston (Stirling) said that as 5 ladies 
from Stirling went on the Swedish Tour, they would be more than happy to host them.   
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) and Elaine Telfer (Greenacres) both said that they might struggle 
as neither of them has a Centre President or connections with a Swedish Tour. 
 
Pointe Claire Cup 
On Friday 30 September, 20 ladies who had been on the recent Canadian Tour where 
at Murrayfield for a reunion for everyone who had played at Pointe Claire in Canada, 
the history of which goes back to 1957. 
 
Meeting Location 
President Jan said that it was time to decide on the location of future meetings.  Rhona 
Johnston (Stirling) said they were very pleased that the Head Office was now here, and 
the car parking has been greatly improved.  It was also easy to consult HQ staff during 
the meeting which couldn’t happen elsewhere.   Annette Blair (Waterfront) said that she 
liked Stirling, as the travelling time was far better.   Meetings at the Murrayfield Hotel 
cost £100 a time.  It was felt that the room was a lot brighter. Past-president Kay Gibb 
(Aberdeen) said that meetings hadn’t always been on Tuesdays or in the same location. 
Rhona Johnston (Stirling) asked if the meeting on March 7 could be changed as this 
conflicted with the Stirling Ladies Open.  Last year, the March meeting was cancelled 
and only the Executive met. A vote was taken and there where 16 votes taken to 
continue with Stirling, and no detractors.   Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) pointed out that 

http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Opening-Banquet-application-form.pdf
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Opening-Banquet-application-form.pdf
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Facetime or Skype could be used for people not able to come to the meeting in person, 
as the meeting room was equipped to allow this. 
 

9. RCCC Business 
 
Committees 
AnnMaree  Davidson (Perth) stated that through the Umpire’s committee meeting, more 
Time Clockers were required and a course was being held to train volunteers.  
Gail had attended the Performance Committee meeting and President Jan was 
enjoying being able to attend Board meetings.  
 

 

10. European Curling Championship update by Susan Murrin 
Susan Murrin (Event Manager) was currently responsible for the European  
Championships, and they would be taking possession of Braehead Arena in 5 weeks, 
with the competition starting a week later on Saturday 12 November.  Ticket sales have 
gone really well, and all premium passes have sold out.  Offers have been made to 
schools and over 2000 school children will be attending during the week.  170 
volunteers have been recruited, and they have had their first training session.  The rotas 
are being put together and another training session is due on 5 November, where they 
will meet the team leaders for the specific tasks.  The WCF will also be arriving then to 
start building the ice etc.  
 
Development Manager 
CEO Bruce Crawford said that Eilidh Hood would be starting on 17 October, to replace 
Fiona Kennedy as Development Manager. Eilidh was a basketball player and has been 
working with hockey; he would hope to introduce her in the New Year.  
 
Membership 
After a question from Kay Gibb (Aberdeen), CEO Bruce Crawford stated that a new 
database system had been developed that they were hoping to start using soon, which 
would affect all Clubs next year and would allow for a new Temporary Membership 
Category.  There would be more information about this at the Joint Meeting in 
November. 
 

 

11. Dates of Interest 
 
Places were still available at Kinross and Aberdeen. 
 
Kinross Ladies Open, Kinross,  Tuesday 18 October 
Aberdeen – Saturday 29 October 
Forfar Ladies Open Pairs - Wednesday 2 November 
Hart Trophy, Ayr – Tuesday 8 November 
Perth Ladies Open,  Perth - Thursday 10 November  
Braehead Ladies Open, Braehead - Wednesday 7 December 
Sellar Trophy, Murrayfield, Tuesday – Thursday 17-19 January 
Lanarkshire Ladies Open, Lanarkshire, Monday 23 January 
Walter Carlyle Open, Lockerbie – 31 January – 2 February 
Lyburn Trophy, Stranraer, Monday – Wednesday 6-8 February 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 15/16 February 
Kirkcaldy Ladies Open, Fife Ice Arena – Thursday 16 February 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 7 March 
Dewars Heatworks Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, Thursday 16 March 
 
Four Nations, Greenacres, 28/29 January 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Kinross 27 February – 2 March 
Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 14 March 
 
Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship, Stranraer, 7-9 October 
European Playdowns, Perth, 12-16 October 
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Braehead, 7-11 December 
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Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 13-15 January 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 17-22 January 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres 2-5 February 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 9-12 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 18-25 February 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 10-12 March 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 17-19 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen 25-27 March 
 
World Mixed Curling Championships, Kazan, Russia, 15-22 October 
European Championships, Braehead  19-26 November 
World Junior Curling Championships, Pyeonchang, Korea, 16-26 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea, 4-11 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Beijing, China, 18-26 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea,, 22-29 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea,, 22-29 April  

12. AOCB 
 
Ladies Branch Bonspiel 
JVP Margaret explained the format of the Bonspiel; after each end the winner moves 
right, the loser staying where they are.  The winner at the end is the team with the 
highest number of shots, and each team keeps a running score on their own card.  She 
read out the teams and said sheets would be given to each skip. The cost would be £15 
a head to be collected at lunch after the game. 
 

 
 

13. Date of next meetings 
Tuesday, 1 November 2016, Joint meeting at Dewar’s Ice Rink, Perth PH2 0TH at 
10.00am, with lunch to follow, and on the ice at 3pm. 
Tuesday 6 December at RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1:15pm 
 

 

14. Vote of Thanks 
The meeting closed at 11:50 with Vice-President Margaret thanking everyone for 
attending and wished them good curling, and hoped they would enjoy their lunch 
afterwards, with a safe journey home.  She thanked President Jan for conducting the 
meeting. 
 

 

 


