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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 4th April 2017 at 
RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1.15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice-President). 
 
Margaret White (Ayr), Elspeth Bell (Border), Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead), Marion Mather 
(Dumfries), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona 
Rutherford (Kinross), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone 
(Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), Helen Pirnie (Perth), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Lyn 
Brown (Stranraer), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Suzy Wakefield (RCCC), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Jan welcomed everyone to her last LSC meeting. She was glad to see 
everybody here and welcomed Suzy Wakefield from the RCCC office. 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Margaret Nicol (Junior Vice-President), AnnMaree Davidson (Perth), Gail Munro 
(Treasurer). 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2017 
The following corrections were made: 

1. Page 1 – Apologies – Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie) & Marion Mather (Dumfries) 
had emailed their apologies for the last two meetings but these had not been 
included. 

2. Page 2 – Item 3,6 – replace Bergvist with Bergquist 
3. Page 2 – Item 5 – last line – replace Bergvist with Bergquist 
4. Page 4 – line 3 – insert “a” before “big push” 
5. Page 5 – Item 8 – replace “so close to relegation point” with “relegated in 2016 

and winning the B division to qualify for the World Juniors in 2017” 
6. Page 5 – Item 9 – replace 4 by 5 – Annette Blair (Waterfront) had attended the 

Joint Meeting but was listed as having given her apologies 
7. Page 5 – Item 9 – before “Ailidh” add “President Clive Thomson reminded the 

members of the benefits available.  After “presentation” add a full stop and 
delete the rest of the sentence 

8. Page 5 – Item 9 – after 60K add “which included” 
9. Page 5 – Item 9 – replace “Aberdeen Hydro” with “Hydro in Glasgow” 
10. Page 6 – Item 10 – replace “10-12 March” with “11-12 March” 
11. Page 6 – Item 10 - remove the line “Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, 

Aberdeen 25-27 March” 
 
The minutes were then proposed by Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead), seconded by Vice-
President Margaret and  signed off by President Jan. 

 

4. Matters Arising 
Presentation of the updated rules for the Henderson Bishop to the Rules Committee  
was still outstanding. Anything else would be covered on the agenda. 

 
 
 

5. President’s Report 
President Jan had been busy; having just got back from the World Juniors in South 
Korea, a week later she was on a flight out to Beijing for the World Women’s 
Championship. There was a different atmosphere entirely as the Chinese had built up 
audiences from schools, and this enhanced the experience, even if they had to walk out 
at end 6 because that was when the bus left!  Beijing was smoggy and she had visited 
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the Forbidden City, the Great Wall and the pandas. President Jan had lunch with the 
Scottish team whilst she was there and had a very enjoyable chat with them all.  She 
was very proud of their achievement at winning bronze; they had had some difficult 
games and some hard knocks.  President Jan had also attended the Scottish Mixed 
Championships at Curl Aberdeen, which was won by Billy Morton, Rihann McLeod, 
Grant Hardie and Barbara Macfarlane and they would go on to represent Scotland at 
the World Mixed Championship in Switzerland on 6-14 October 2017.  She also 
attended the Morton final in Kirkcaldy.  Many thanks and appreciation to Gail Munro 
who had driven up to give advice and practical help to the ice staff at Kirkcaldy.  The 
Morton winners were Forfar with a comfortable score over Kinross. Well done to them 
and thanks to the local ladies for the wonderful lunch provided. On Saturday 1 April, 
President Jan had attended the Virtual Club Challenge; it’s to be appreciated how good 
these new curlers are after only two years of curling.  The trophy was won by Team Neil 
McIntosh from Dundee2, and Team Janice Duguid from Edinburgh won the Low Road. 
On Sunday, she was at the Newcomers Competition at Greenacres. Sadly, numbers 
are decreasing year on year and it is now only a one day competition.  Most of the 
participants were from Stranraer, Greenacres and Waterfront.  The winners were Team 
Jean Maxwell from Dumfries with Team Robyn Munro from Stranraer winning the Low 
Road.   President Jan was due to meet with her local organizing committee in the next 
few days to tie down the arrangements for the Ladies Branch AGM and the agenda will 
be out shortly, as will the invitations for the Monday evening.  A bus will be arranged to 
pick people up from their accommodation. Everyone should arrange their own 
accommodation; the local hotels are the Bowfield Hotel in Howwood and the 
Uplawmoor Hotel in Uplawmoor.  There are also B&B’s in the area and President Jan 
will provide a list.  

6. Treasurer’s Report 
None was available 

 

7. Competitions 
Henderson Bishop Finals 
Jane Drysdale had sent in a report but this had not appeared on the RCCC website.  In 
response to a query from President Jan, Kirsten Brown had responded that all 
reports/photos had to be received within 2 days of an events completion.  President Jan 
said that she felt that this expectation had to be clearly stated in the Operations Manual.  
It had to be stressed that the Henderson Bishop and Morton are very important national 
RCCC competitions for good women curlers.  Vice-President Margaret would work with 
Aline Hardie and Kirsten Brown to review the Operations Manual with regard to publicity 
and information. Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead) said that the National Masters had also 
been missed out, and she asked who was responsible for this.  President Jan said that 
it wasn’t clear, maybe the Chief Umpire, but it needs clarification as it is organised by 
the RCCC.  Suzy Wakefield said that she had already raised this with Bruce Crawford, 
and she felt that the Competitions Committee should probably appoint someone 
responsible for specific reports.  The Four Nations report was also affected.  
International Competitions 
President Jan had attended the World Women’s Championship and Eve Muirhead, 
Anna Sloan, Vicki Adams, Lauren Gray and Kerry Schaeffer with coach Glenn Howard 
had won the Bronze medal with Canada and Russia taking Gold and Silver respectively. 
Congratulations also to Aileen Neilson, Gregor Ewan, Hugh Nibloe, Robert McPherson 
and Angela Malone for taking the Bronze at the World Wheelchair Championships. The 
Scottish Senior Ladies, Jackie Lockhart, Christine Cannon, Isobel Hannon and 
Margaret Richardson, were also wished success in the World Senior Championships in 
Lethbridge, Canada in a couple of weeks’ time.  

 

8. Ladies Branch Business 
President Jan asked how many Centres had their own constitution.  Greenacres are in 
the process of amending theirs in the absence of a president and vice-president, using 
a rotational member as the representative to the LSC and using the secretary as the 
Centre contact.  Any constitution should be approved by the LSC Executive so the final 
version should be passed to them.  President Jan suggested that anyone who had a 
good working constitution should share it around.  Elspeth Bell (Borders) suggested that 
any Centre that hadn’t looked at their constitution for a while should review it and bring 
it up to date, as it had taken them a year to do so.   Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) had been 
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exploring bye-laws relating to representation and 8.5 & 8.8 are recommended reading.  

9. RCCC Business 
The Coaching Committee meeting is due to be held on 27 April, which President Jan 
would be attending.  

 

10. Swedish Tour Update 
JVP Margaret had emailed Tita Bergquist asking about their flight details but as yet this 
had not been decided.  A general letter would soon go out to the ice rinks requesting ice 
availability between 26 October and 4 November 2018 so that an itinerary could be 
started.  The Swedish Tour had requested games at Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth, 
Kinross, Stirling, Murrayfield, Ayr, Lanarkshire and Greenacres. Lockerbie might be 
considered as an alternate. The Swedish Ladies have also requested home-hosting but 
the Tour will be a very informal affair, unlike the US Tour.  Braehead, Dumfries and 
Lockerbie curlers could travel to Lanarkshire; Stranraer to Ayr; Kirkcaldy to Kinross.  
Shirley Jeans said that Forfar had already offered to work with Aberdeen if appropriate.   
Elaine Telfer (Greenacres) would check with their committee to see if they were able to 
take part.  Preference would be given to Scottish curlers who had been on the Swedish 
Tour.  Vice-President Margaret would send out an email asking each Centre for their 
preferences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MP 

11. Correspondence/Emails 
None had been received 

 

12. AOCB 
Junior Vice President 
Morag Wellman from Fossoway Ladies who play at Kinross has allowed her name to go 
forward for election. 
Ladies Branch AGM 
The invitations would be issued shortly. 
Meeting venues 
When the decision was made to hold meetings at Ochil House, it was with the proviso 
that this should be reviewed.  There are a lot of plus points for this location, but as there 
would be quite a turnover of LSC representatives, it was felt that this should be 
discussed at the pre-AGM meeting so that the new representatives were involved in the 
decision making. It was also decided that any discussion on which day of the week 
would also be held over until then. Ann Gibb (Inverness) asked if the money saved 
could be used to provide tea & sandwiches. It was agreed that the Ladies Branch 
Bonspiel would be held again at Stirling as the ice booking had to be made in April. 
LSC representatives 
Jackie Orr would be representing Waterfront in place of Annette Blair, and Sheila Moir 
in place of Ann Gibb for Inverness.  
Braehead 
Fiona Macfarlane said that at Braehead individual clubs were affiliated to the Ladies 
Centre which then allowed their members to play in the competitions that the Centre 
organised.  She asked for confirmation that it wasn’t necessary to be a member of the 
Ladies Centre to play in Morton games; the only qualification is to be female and a 
member of the RCCC, which is also the case for the Henderson Bishop competition. 
RCCC Ladies Branch webpage 
Elaine Telfer (Greenacres) asked that this page be kept up to date, as the information 
for Greenacres was out of date. There was a lot of discussion, some of it at cross 
purposes, but President Jan said the information is in the Operations Manual section of 
the website which is updated at the beginning of each season. Suzy Wakefield 
suggested that Elaine talk to her afterwards to identify the problem.   

 

13. Dates of Interest 
World Senior Curling Championship, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 22-29 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 22-29 April  

 

 Date of next meeting 
The Ladies Branch pre-AGM meeting is on Tuesday 9 April 2017@10am at Greenacres 
Curling Rink, Bowfield Rd, Howwood, Renfrewshire PA9 1DE followed by the AGM at 
2pm. 
 

 

 
 

Vote of Thanks 
President Jan closed the meeting at 2:30 with a big thankyou. She hoped to see 
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everyone in May when she would be handing over to Vice-President Margaret, who she 
wished all the best.  She said that it been a very busy three years, and fast and furious 
since January, but it had been a great experience and would recommend it to anyone. 
Vice-President Margaret thanked Jan for chairing the meeting, not just for today but for 
all year, and for all the work she had done for Ladies Branch.  She also thanked Suzy 
for attending and wished everyone a safe journey home. 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


