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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 6th September 2016 at 
RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1.15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice-President), Margaret Nicol (Junior Vice-President). 
 
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen), Margaret White (Ayr), Elspeth Bell (Border), Judith Dixon (Border), Fiona 
Macfarlane (Braehead), Marion Mather (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), Clare McCormick 
(Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Fiona 
Motion (Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield), AnnMaree 
Davidson (Perth), Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Jan welcomed everyone to the meeting, the first at Ochil House.  The 
Murrayfield Hotel was more cramped with bigger chairs.  After the next meeting, a 
decision would be whether to continue at his location; it does seem bright and 
comfortable but we have to make our own tea and coffee! 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Gail Munro (Treasurer), Lyn Brown (Stranraer).  

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 7th  June 2016 
The following correction need to be made: 

1) Page 4 item 11 – Henderson Bishop Finals should be 2017 and not 2016.  
The minutes were approved by AnnMaree Davidson (Perth), seconded by Ann Gibb 
(Inverness)  and President Jan then signed them off. 

 

4. Matters arising 
None that aren’t already covered by the agenda. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
None was available as Gail was unwell and unable to attend. She was wished a quick 
recovery. 

 

6. Correspondence/Email 
A response had been received from the Swedish Curling Association but that would be 
discussed later. 
A report had been received from Past-President Marion on attending the Holyrood 
Garden Party with Past-President Mary-Anne.  They did not see the Queen, although 
this is quite normal; most people were dressed as if going to a wedding; the weather 
was a bit blustery; it was great to experience one of Scotland’s occasions. 

 

7. Competitions 
President Jan had been unable to attend the Competitions meeting in August, and the 
minutes were not yet available.  
Morton Trophy Final 
This would take place in Kirkcaldy on 14 March 2017, however in keeping with other 
competitions, the bidding application should be completed in the future, even if the 
location is fixed.  Other ice rinks would also have access to the bidding application, but 
it is up to Ladies Branch to decide on a location.  Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy) asked if a 
decision had been made and there then followed a discussion. No-one objected to 
keeping the competition at Kirkcaldy. Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) explained that a “paper trail” 
was required by funding partners and so an annual application had to be made, even if 
it is always held at Kirkcaldy. Gail Munro was still happy to be involved with the ice 
makers at Kirkcaldy to make the ice safe, and could train someone else as well. 
AnnMaree Davdison (Perth) expressed the opinion that if it was moved from Kirkcaldy, 
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then it could not be called the Morton.  President Jan would confirm with Ann Mitchell 
(Kirkcaldy) whether an application was required for 2017. 
Henderson Bishop Draw 
This was carried out on 1 July, and for the first time done electronically, which made the 
process a lot easier and quicker. All Ice Rinks should have received their draws. Kay 
Gibb (Aberdeen) said that they had 5 entries and were playing a knockout compettion, 
which tallied with the Rule Book, but queried whether this was in fact correct. President 
Jan said that she would look into this and refer any required changes to the Rules 
Committee. 
Henderson Bishop Finals Bids 
In the future, bids for the Henderson Bishop should also use the new bidding process, 
and all ice rinks should have been sent the forms.  President Jan said that she would 
speak to Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire) after the meeting about working with Lockhart 
Steele at the ice rink to satisfy the new requirements.  The submission date is 30 
September.  
Henderson Bishop Finals Kinross 2017 
A letter from Kinross was circulated to everyone which gave details of accommodation 
etc for Finals week. 
Unders & Overs Bonspiel 
Kinross had done a sterling job with this last year. President Jan asked if there was any 
interest to host this next year; the suggested weekend was 25/26 March.  Again, 
applications to hold it should be made through the bidding process by 30 September.  
Fiona Rutherford (Kinross) would ask at the ice rink to see if there was interest to do it 
again.  Aline Hardie had said that the RCCC would be happy to help run it.  It had been 
oversubscribed last year. 
Four Nations 
This was due to be held on 28/29 January at Greenacres and applications to play in it 
should be made by 30 September.  It was originally to have  been held at Ayr, but a 
mistake with the dates meant ice was not available. 
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9. Ladies Branch Business 
Operations Manual 
This would be updated in October by Vice-President Margaret and Junior Vice-
President Margaret. 
Ladies Branch Bonspiel 
Junior Vice President Margaret had spoken to most people and was collating the 
information.  It would be held on Monday 3 October; the meeting would start at 10:15 
and the bonspiel would follow at 12:15.  Lunch would be at 14:30.  It would be £15 a 
head.  Stirling ladies would make up the numbers so we should have 8 full rinks. 
Priestfield Quaich 
This would be held on 1 November after the Joint Meeting in Perth.  A sheet was being 
circulated but the date was incorrectly stated as 8 November for which Ruth Addinall 
apologised.   It was confirmed that it should be 1 November.  President Jan would 
confirm the timings of the meeting and ice time. 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 
An itinerary had been circulated by email, but this was already out of date. President 
Jan went through the itinerary and further alterations/additional information was 
provided by various Centres.  Vice-President Margaret was going to see if the Tour 
information on  the RCCC website could be linked from the Ladies Branch page; it will 
also go on the front page again; she had 2 large posters to hand out to each Centre 
after the meeting, which also gave details of the Banquets.   A pin badge and program 
would be provided for each Scottish player by the RCCC but these would be charged to 
the Centres.  Vice-President Margaret would see if she could get approximate costs. 
Margaret White (Ayr) asked about flags and if they would arrive on the bus with the 
tourists.  Large flags have been located, but President Jan will investigate stands for 
them.  Gail Munro had a set of table top flags and these would all be available.  
President Jan had asked the USA organiser to provide the words for their National 
Anthem.  It would be up to individual pipers what tune they used when piping onto the 
ice.  A banner would also travel with the bus.  Brenda McIntyre had been investigating 
but the trophy had yet to be located.  It was suggested that it might be at Hamilton 
Inches. 
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Incoming Swedish Tour 2018 
A positive response had been received.  This would be a 10 day tour by 16 tourists, a 
much more informal arrangement.  Junior Vice President Margaret would be President 
when this took place.  Corrie Lawrence had been Captain on the last outgoing tour to 
Sweden and they were due to have a reunion at the end of September.  VP & JVP 
Margaret were planning on meeting up with Tita & Corrie to discuss the Incoming Tour 
whlist this is on. 

9. RCCC Business 
Committees 
The Club and Development Committee is using the new selection procedure but there 
had been no feedback on this as yet.  AnnMaree Davidson (Perth) had missed the last 
Umpires Committee meeting but was due to go to the next one on 17 September.   
There was no feedback from the Competitions, Performance, Rules or Grand Match 
committees.  President Jan had attended a Board meeting as an observer.  It was very 
interesting to see how it all works together.  A lot of the business is attraction of funds, 
and the minutes of the meeting are now available.   Susan Kesley had agreed to come 
along and talk about her work with International Relations for the World Curling 
Federation; President Jan to confirm a date with Susan. 
Staff changes.   
Fiona Kennedy (RCCC Development Manager) has left.  Jane Booth was covering for 
Judith McCleary whilst she was on maternity leave.   
Summer Camp 
President Jan attended the Junior Summer Camp at the Peak along with RCCC 
President Clive Thomson.  It had been great to see so many youngsters on the ice and 
working really, really hard with tremendous team work.  
European Championships, Braehead  
Tickets were currently only available to RCCC members but would go on public sale 
after 9 September.  Sales have been buoyant. 
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11. Dates of Interest 
 
Kinross Ladies Open, Kinross,  Tuesday 18 October 
Aberdeen – Saturday 29 October 
Forfar Ladies Open Pairs - Wednesday 2 November 
Hart Trophy, Ayr – Tuesday 8 November 
Perth Ladies Open,  Perth - Thursday 10 November  
Braehead Ladies Open, Braehead - Wednesday 7 December 
Sellar Trophy, Murrayfield, Tuesday – Thursday 17-19 January 
Lanarkshire Ladies Open, Lanarkshire, Monday 23 January 
Walter Carlyle Open, Lockerbie – 31 January – 2 February 
Lyburn Trophy, Stranraer, Monday – Wednesday 6-8 February 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 15/16 February 
Kirkcaldy Ladies Open, Fife Ice Arena – Thursday 16 February 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 7 March 
Dewars Heatworks Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, Thursday 16 March 
 
Four Nations, Greenacres, 28/29 January 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Kinross 27 February – 2 March 
Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 14 March 
 
Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship, Stranraer, 7-9 October 
European Playdowns, Perth, 12-16 October 
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Braehead, 7-11 December 
Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 13-15 January 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 17-22 January 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres 2-5 February 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 9-12 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 18-25 February 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 10-12 March 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 17-19 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen 25-27 March 
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World Mixed Curling Championships, Kazan, Russia, 15-22 October 
European Championships, Braehead  19-26 November 
World Junior Curling Championships, Pyeonchang, Korea, 16-26 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea, 4-11 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Beijing, China, 18-26 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea,, 22-29 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea,, 22-29 April  

12. AOCB 
1) Ann Gibb (Inverness) said that they no longer had a Morton Secretary and she 

had notified the RCCC but the previous holder (Coreen Macrae) is still getting 
emails.   

2) AnnMaree Davidson (Perth) said that she had problems with some of 
attachments that Laura had been sending out as windata files, and asked if she 
could send them as Word files. 

3) It had been difficult to hear at the far end of the room, so it was suggested that 
the Office Bearers sit in the middle of the long side, rather than at one end. 

4) Fiona Mcfarlane (Braehead) asked who had made decisions about choosing the 
volunteers for the European Championships as she felt some of the selections 
were a bit strange.  Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) said that although it said you didn’t 
have to work all the time, it rejected you if you didn’t commit to all the dates.  
People with a lot of experience hadn’t been chosen, but non-curlers had, 
although it was good to encourage interest . 

 
 

13. Date of next meeting 
Monday, 3 October 2016, RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 10.15am.  On the 
ice at 12:15 and lunch at 2:30. 

 

14. Vote of Thanks 
The meeting closed at 14:50 with Vice-President Margaret thanking Ochil House for 
letting us use the Board Room, which was bright and airy.  She thanked everyone else 
for attending, and thanked President Jan for all her work over the summer working on 
the tour itinerary.  She wished everyone a safe journey home and reminded them to 
pick up posters.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


