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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 7th June 2016 at 
Murrayfield Ice Rink, Riversdale Road, Edinburgh at 1:15pm 

 
Present 
 
Jan Howard (President), Margaret Pottie (Vice-President), Gail Munro (Treasurer).. 
 
Kay Gibb (Aberdeen), Rosie Andrews (Braehead), Marion Mather (Dumfries), Shirley Jeans 
(Forfar), Elaine Mellany (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Joyce 
Ferrie (Kirkcaldy), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards 
(Murrayfield), AnnMaree Davidson (Perth),  Rhona Johnston (Stirling), Lyn Brown (Stranraer), 
Annette Blair (Waterfront), Aline Hardie (RCCC),  Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Jan welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly the new lady reps, for 
whom name cards had been ordered, but they hadn’t yet arrived.  The new Centre 
representatives are Elspeth Bell (Border), who sends her apologies, Marion Mather 
(Dumfries), Fiona Rutherford (Kinross), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Ann Johnstone 
(Lockerbie), Isobel Edwards (Murrayfield) and AnnMaree Davidson (Perth). Elaine 
Nellany was representing Greenacres today, and Kay Gibb Aberdeen.  Rosie Andrews 
was standing in for Braehead and Joyce Ferrie for Kirkcaldy.  She also welcomed Aline 
Hardie from the RCCC. 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President), Margaret Nicol (Junior Vice-President), Margaret 
White (Ayr), Elspeth Bell (Border), Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead), Ann Mitchell 
(Kirkcaldy).  

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 5th  April 2016 
The following corrections need to be made: 

1) Page 1 item 1 – Adinall should be Addinall, “Helen Hally on becoming a member” 
should be replaced by  “Helen Hally being nominated unopposed as a member” 

2) Page 2 item 7 World Juniors – “so they will have”  should be replaced by “so 
Scotland will have” 

The minutes were approved by President Jan, seconded by Annette Blair (Waterfront) 
and President Jan then signed them off. 

 

4. Matters arising 
International Fund 
Gail Munro (Treasurer) explained that in the past there was an International Fund that 
was used for funding incoming and outgoing tours and connected expenses. There are 
no longer separate funds, and everything had been amalgamated into one operating 
account, and the LSC Operating Manual should be updated to reflect this.  There had 
been a previous agreement that a bid would be accepted each year in honour of Rhona 
Martin’s Olympic achievement.  International achievements are acknowledged with gifts 
but there are no real other expenses.  Generally £1000 was received as donations from 
the various Ladies Centres. 
Disabled Access at Kinross 
President Jan would take this forward with the RCCC.  Fiona Rutherford (Kinross) said 
that plans were in place for a lift but funding was required. 
Venue for LSC meetings 
Gail expressed concern that the room in question might be quite small, and that we 
should try it first before making a long term commitment.  The September and October 
meetings would be held at Stirling anyway, as ice had now been booked for the 
Bonspiel, followed by lunch; JVP Margaret and Rhona Johnston (Stirling) were 
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coordinating arrangements.  The Forth Valley Sports facility nearby also has meeting 
rooms available.  Car parking still might be a problem. Vice-President Margaret 
circulated a sheet for signing up for the Bonspiel. 
Ladies Branch AGM 
President Jan handed over a letter to Joyce Ferrie (Kirkcaldy) thanking Ann Mitchell and 
her team for their hard work and hospitality at the AGM, making it a great day.  

5. Treasurer’s Report 
Although Gail had received cheques at the AGM, an updated report wouldn’t be 
prepared until the September meeting.  Merchandising income had dropped over the 
last couple of years.  She had raised the topic of merchandise at the AGM and this was 
a good method of promoting Ladies Branch, but some of the funds have to used for 
purchasing new products, striking the right balance for increasing revenue.  The general 
impression was that the Centres would be happy to keep selling products, but someone 
needed to organise it as Gail did not have the time.  Items had to be sold at less than 
£10.  Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) suggested that the European Championships would be a 
good opportunity to sell goods and raise the profile: however this would have to be 
negotiated through Stuart MacLean and Susan Murrin as the Event Manager.  
Discussion followed about various items. 
Jim Leishman had given an amusing, entertaining address at the AGM and a collection 
had been made from attendees.  Gail suggested that this should be made up to £400 
and sent to him in aid of the Mary Leishman Foundation whose aim it is to “encourage 
potential and ease distress”.  This general proposal had been agreed at the AGM, and 
the level of donation was approved by the LSC. 

 

6. Correspondence 
An email had been received from Margaret Richardson, thanking Ladies Branch for the 
lovely gifts given to the Scottish Seniors rink and for her allowing her to share a flavour 
of her memorable Tour to Canada at the AGM. 

 

7. Competitions 
Morton Trophy Final 
There would be no change this year, i.e. 2017.  It had been agreed at the last meeting 
to discuss the venue for the Final after receiving a letter from the Kirkcaldy Ladies 
Centre. If the venue was changed then the competition would be subject to the standard 
bidding process and the Operating Manual would need updating accordingly. AnnMaree 
Davidson (Perth) expressed the opinion that if the competition moved then it could not 
be called the Morton Trophy.  She had a booklet in which it stated that at the Ladies 
Branch AGM in 1967, the decision was made that the Morton Final should always be 
played at Kirkcaldy.  Past-President Marion had done a lot of research into the history of 
it and had felt that this was not necessary.  Gail pointed out that the Rules committee 
would now be able to change this decision, if it was required, which would then be 
ratified by the RCCC Board. Rhona Johnston (Stirling) and Ann Gibb (Inverness) both 
thought that it should be a central location; 6 sheets of ice were required which would 
limit available venues. Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire) and Kay Gibb (Aberdeen) both said 
that they always had problems getting eligible teams together when they took part in the 
Finals.  The main issue is the safety of the ice, and as Gail has been involved with the 
ice preparation for the last two year’s finals, there had been a vast improvement, and 
she was prepared to continue with this if possible.  There wasn’t much more that could 
be done without proper ice cutting equipment, and the main problem was the quality of 
the water, as the humidity was more-or-less under control. AnnMaree Davidson (Perth) 
suggested that Gail should be paid expenses. The topic was referred back to the 
Executive.  Aline Hardie (RCCC) asked if there were any changes to the Sections, and 
it was confirmed that there weren’t. She said that she would email the Centres asking 
for details of any changes to Morton Secretaries. 
Henderson Bishop 
The entry deadline was 30th June, and the draw would be made on 1st July.  Centres 
with less than 6 entries would play a Round Robin. Inverness and Greenacres both 
played Round Robins last year and felt that it worked well.  AnnMaree Davidson (Perth) 
said that the Operating Manual still stated that some Centres might be asked to play 
elsewhere and wondered if this should be removed.  This was not the case and the 
Executive still retains this right; in this instance, a winning team could represent their 
own ice rink regardless of where they played.  
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Unders & Overs Bonspiel 
President Jan said that this had been an excellent event with good ice, good catering, 
good atmosphere and a warm welcome.  It had been oversubscribed, with a waiting list. 
The winners were Maggie Scott, Elizabeth Glennie, Jane Drysdale and Lesley Johnson. 
The runners up were Mags White, Pat Galloway, Janice Sutherland and Karen 
McCrieff.  She asked for approval from the meeting to run another event.  Aline Hardie 
(RCCC) said that the RCCC would like to help out with it, and they thought it had run 
very well. The Bonspiel would then be included in the bidding process, probably to be 
held in March.  It was not really aimed at Junior curlers, and should allow for individual 
entry, but was aimed at 2 curlers with under 5 years experience and 2 with over 5 years 
experience.  

9. Ladies Branch Business 
Operating Manual 
Vice-President Margaret and JVP Margaret would be reviewing the Operating Manual 
and President Jan asked that everyone, reps new and old, read it 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-branch/operating-
manual/ and refresh themselves. 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 
Vice-President Margaret said that invitations for the Tour Banquets had been circulated. 
The Radstone Hotel had only double rooms available now and Fiona Motion 
(Lanarkshire) suggested that the Holiday Inn Express, near the ice rink, was probably 
the best alternative, but Margaret would circulate more information when available. An 
updated itinerary, still a work in progress, was circulated and Centres were asked to 
check their entries and advise if any updates were required/available.  She asked that 
the cost of B&B accommodation, for the driver, be notified to her as this would be paid 
for by the Incoming Tour.  Details on the Tourists and their allergies/dietary 
requirements would be sent out shortly – there was one smoker.  The US contact had 
been informed of “smoking law”.   Where meals are en route, these will not be the 
responsibility of any Centre but arranged by the couriers. The information provided so 
far had been absolutely brilliant, and she thanked everyone for their input.  
Incoming Swedish Tour 2018 
President Jan said that a letter would shortly be sent to the Swedish Ladies Curling 
Association inviting 16 lady curlers to visit in January/February 2018 for 2 weeks. (The 
Winter Olympics is 9-25 February). There was a suggestion of October. President Jan 
and Aline Hardie (RCCC) would discuss dates further.  
Committees 
The Board had ratified the reorganisation of the Club and Member Development 
Committee and an advert would be placed on the RCCC website asking for volunteers 
for a 2 year placement.  Applicants would be interviewed for eligibility and there would 
be one place for an LSC member, one for an ASC member, and would include a Youth 
representative, a Virtual Club representative, a Disability representative and a Board 
member, plus Fiona Kennedy, RCCC Development Manager.   There was no-one 
currently involved in local development groups other than President Jan, who would 
consider it.  At the moment, other committee formats would remain unchanged. 
LSC members taking in part in other committees were: 
Coaching – shared between Vice-President Margaret and JVP Margaret 
Umpires – AnnMaree Davidson (Perth) 
Competitions – Gail Munro 
Performance – Gail Munro 
Rules – President Jan 
Grand Match – President Jan  
Board – President Jan as an observer  
International Relations – Susan Kesley as a WCF rep would be invited by President Jan 
to attend some LSC meetings 

 

9. RCCC Business 
Staff changes.   
Judith McCleary (RCCC Head of Development) and Barbara McFarlane (RCCC 
Performance Development Coach) will both shortly be going on maternity leave. David 
Ramsay from Perth, a coach of many years experience,  will be taking on Barbara’s role 
and cover for Judith’s post was currently being advertised.  They were both wished well 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-branch/operating-manual/
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-branch/operating-manual/
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for their coming events. 
Active Girls 
President Jan was due to meet with Fiona Kennedy (RCCC Development Manager) in 
July to discuss attracting girls into curling. 
Summer Camp 
President Jan was due to visit the Junior Summer Camp at the Peak, Stirling on 13 
July. 
Royal Garden Party 
President Jan wished Past Presidents Mary Anne and Marion a great day at the Garden 
Party. 

 
 
 
 

11. Dates of Interest 
RCCC AGM – Braehead 18 June  
 
Kinross Ladies Open, Kinross,  Tuesday 18 October 
Aberdeen – Saturday/Sunday 29/30 October 
Forfar Ladies Open Pairs - Wednesday 2 November 
Perth Ladies Open,  Perth,  Thursday 10 November  
Braehead Ladies Open, Braehead, Wednesday 7 December 
Sellar Trophy, Murrayfield, Tuesday – Thursday 17-19 January 
Lanarkshire Ladies Open, Lanarkshire, Monday 23 January 
Lyburn Trophy, Stranraer, Monday – Wednesday 6-8 February 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 15/16 February 
Kirkcaldy Ladies Open, Fife Ice Arena – Thursday 16 February 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 7 March 
Dewars Heatworks Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, Thursday 16 March 
 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Kinross 27 February – 2 March 2016 
Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 14 March 
 
Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship, Stranraer, 7-9 October 
European Playdowns, Perth, 12-16 October 
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Braehead, 7-11 December 
Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 13-15 January 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 17-22 January 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres 2-5 February 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 9-12 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 18-25 February 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 10-12 March 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 17-19 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen 25-27 March 
 
World Mixed Curling Championships, Kazan, Russia, 15-22 October 
European Championships, Braehead  19-26 November 
World Junior Curling Championships, Pyeonchang, Korea, 16-26 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea, 4-11 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Beijing, China, 18-26 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea,, 22-29 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Pyeonchang, Korea,, 22-29 April  

 

12. AOCB 
None 

 
 

13. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday, 6 September 2016, RCCC, Ochil House, Stirling, FK7 7XE at 1.15pm. 

 

14. Vote of Thanks 
The meeting closed at 15:10 with Vice-President Margaret thanking everyone for 
attending, with a special thanks to Aline Hardie; to Gail, who is a mine of information 
and to President Jan for all her hard work for the Incoming USA Tour and for conducting 
her first meeting. 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


