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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 7th April 2015 at 
Murrayfield Hotel, Edinburgh, EH12 6HN at 1:15pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Mary Anne McWilliam (President), Marion Fraser (Vice-President), Jan Howard (Junior Vice-
President). 
 
Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Margaret White (Ayr),  Nina Clancy (Border), Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), 
Carolyn Nicoll (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Jane Drysdale 
(Kinross), Helen Gordon (Kirkcaldy), Mhairi Baird(Lanarkshire),  Helen Hally (Lockerbie), 
Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth), Jeannette Kerr and Rhona Johnston 
(Stirling),  Maureen Parker (Stranraer), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Ruth Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Mary Anne welcomed everyone to what was going to be her last 
meeting. 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Kate Caithness (Honorary Vice-President), Shirley Morton (Waterfront), Kate 
Smith (Dumfries), Elaine Semple (Glasgow Ladies), Gail Munro (Treasurer).   

 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd  February 2015 
The minutes were approved by Jeannette Kerr (Stirling), seconded by Ann Gibb 
(Inverness) and signed off by President Mary Anne.  

 

4. Matters arising 
President Mary Anne asked that everyone round the table should indicate whether 
they were staying on the committee next year or were being replaced. 
Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Nina Clancy (Borders), 
Helen Hally (Lockerbie), Margaret White (Ayr), Mhairi Baird (Lanarkshire),  Cath 
McIntosh (Perth), Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Judith Carr (Aberdeen) and Ann Gibb 
(Inverness) were all remaining but Jeannette Kerr (Stirling) would be replaced by 
Rhona Johnston, Carolyn Nicoll (Forfar) by Shirley Jeans, Kate Smith (Dumfries) 
by Brenda Sillars, Shirley Morton (Waterfront) by Annette Blair, Maureen Parker 
(Stranraer) by Lynn Brown and Helen Gordon (Kirkcaldy) by Ann Mitchell.  Elaine 
Semple (Braehead)  would also be leaving the committee. 

 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
None was available.  There had been a plant breakdown at Stranraer during a 
Junior Bonspiel and Gail was busy sorting out the problems.  

 
 
 

6. Correspondence 
President Mary Anne had written to the directors of Fife Ice Arena thanking them 
for allowing Gail Munro to assist with ice preparation for the Morton Trophy finals. 
She said that there had no complaints this year, only compliments that the ice 
seemed a lot safer underfoot, and she hoped this would allow us all to continue to 
work together to ensure the future of the Morton Trophy Finals at Kirkcaldy.  
President Mary Anne had received a letter from Northern Counties Ladies Curlers 
which she read out.  It concerned the non-presentation of cheques for the 
International Fund and Ladies Branch merchandise.  President Mary Anne asked 
if anyone else had similar problems.  Greenacres, Perth, Kirkcaldy and Murrayfield 
had unpresented cheques outstanding and Lockerbie and Kinross had previously 
given cash for Ladies Branch merchandise.  Forfar, Greenacres, Kinross, 
Hamilton, Lockerbie, Waterfront, Ayr and Stirling also handed over payments for 
merchandise sold to Maureen Parker (Stranraer).  President Mary Anne and 
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Maureen would organize time with Gail to go through the outstanding payments 
and arrange for receipts where required.  Cheques would be checked to ensure 
that they were still valid. She asked everyone to check with their Centre 
Treasurers and email her about any outstanding payments. Jeannette Kerr 
(Stirling) had merchandise to be returned and Maureen Parker would take this.   

7. Competitons 
Henderson Bishop Proposal – President Mary Anne reminded everyone that they 
had a mission to take back the discussions from the last meeting to their individual 
Centres, so she asked for input from these discussions. Carolyn Nicoll said that 
Forfar felt that if a limit wasn’t placed on the number of entries required, then 
people would get complacent; they had struggled over the last few years but did 
manage to get the required 6 entries. However, they also felt that with 4 entries, 
then playing a round robin would be a good way forward. Judith Carr (Aberdeen) 
and Jane Drysdale (Kinross) also said that their discussions were on similar lines.   
It was important that ice rinks still got revenue from the competition and that a 
team would go forward to the Finals.  The Centres with the most entries get 2 
entries towards the 20 teams required; the host centre does not automatically get 
2 entries.  The proposal was that “Centres should strive to ensure 6 teams are 
entered for the Henderson Bishop playdowns, but in exceptional circumstances 
where there are fewer entries, the Executive could decide that it was appropriate 
for a round robin, rather than knockout, be played to determine who goes forward 
to the Finals.”  This was unanimously accepted and Cath McIntosh (Perth) who 
had raised the issue said that her Centre would be happy with this.  President 
Mary Anne again apologised for the mix up with this years draw.  President Mary 
Anne confirmed that the draw for the playdowns, in whatever form, would be made 
by the Executive, and any coincidences in the draw were purely by chance.  The 
Finals draw is done at an LSC meeting, and it was stated beforehand that the 
draw would be as drawn and where Centres with multiple teams ended up in the 
same section, then that was just down to chance.  However, she did say that a 
suggestion could be considered to swap multiple centre teams where they ended 
up in the same section, but that decision would have to be made before the draw 
was made. e.g. Murrayfield II could swap with Lanarkshire II. President Mary Anne 
recommended everyone went back to their rinks and reminded everyone what a 
super competition it was and she congratulated Kelso on their hosting this year; it 
was different to the previous year at Dumfries and the year before that, but that is 
what makes the Henderson Bishop unique.  
Jeannette Kerr (Stirling) outlined the problem that they had with booking ice at 
Stirling, where requests had to be in by the end of April, but competition entries 
weren’t made until the end of June.  Any ice that they book will need to be paid for, 
as it was not possible to cancel ice and get a refund. President Mary Anne said 
that she would discuss this with Sheila Swan, at the Royal Club, after the meeting 
and advise Jeannette of the outcome.  
Henderson Bishop Finals – Margaret White (Ayr) asked about the suggestion that 
the Finals be held over a weekend, as her Centre would be in favour of this.  
There followed a discussion and there was a worry that there might be a problem 
getting entries if the final was to be held at a weekend. However it was felt that if a 
Centre wanted to put in a bid to hold it at a weekend, then it should be considered 
at that time.  Bids to hold the Final had to be in before the October LSC meeting 
for the Finals held in the February sixteen months later – full details are in the LSC 
Operating Manual which could be found on the Royal Club website at 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-
branch/operating-manual/ 
World Junior Curling Championships – President Mary Anne and Vice-President 
Marion had both attended the World Junior Championships at Tallinn, and she 
recommended never to travel through Charles de Gaulle airport! Once there, they 
had a super time, everything was reasonably priced and the Old Town was well 
worth a visit.  There was some excellent curling and both teams were excellent 
ambassadors for Scottish curling. Team Canada were firing on all cylinders, taking 
Gold in both the boys’ and girls’ competitions.  The Scottish girls did really well 
and were delighted with their silver medals, which President Mary Anne was proud 
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to have been able to present to them.   The Scottish boys also did well and won 
bronze. There was an excellent banquet on the last night. 
Morton Trophy Final - President Mary Anne and Vice-President Marion had 
returned to Scotland to go to the Morton Trophy Final the next day at Kirkcaldy.  It 
had been an excellent day, with Gail helping out with preparing the ice.  She 
congratulated Ayr for being victorious again.  
World Ladies Curling Championship – 3 days later President Mary Anne was off to 
Sapporo in Japan, the 4th largest city, on the edge of the mountains where the 
1972 Winter Olympics had been held. She had had an incredible experience there 
and was very appreciative that she had been given the opportunity to go and 
represent us all there. Unfortunately, the girls didn’t curl at their best, but it was 
good to see that they were popular amongst the other competitors. They were 
then heading off to Canada, followed by Switzerland and were most appreciative 
of the support given them. 
Morton Trophy playdowns – Maureen Parker (Stranraer) read out an email that she 
had sent round asking how individual centres put together their rinks.  At 
Stranraer, their leads and seconds were only allowed to play once, and they had 
fielded 31 players in the 36 places. Stranraer felt that they sometimes came up 
against teams that had been playing together for many years and so other Centres 
weren’t following the same ethos. She had received quite a few replies and 
everyone had agreed with the same ethos to try and give as many people as 
possible a chance to play.  Stranraer would like to propose a rule that leads and 
seconds could only play once in the Morton playdowns.  Helen Gordon (Kirkcaldy) 
felt that they would struggle to put teams together if that was the case.  Jeannette 
Kerr (Stirling) said that they had quite a few people who would only play with 
people that they knew, and Judith Carr (Aberdeen) said that this was the same.  
Perth and Murrayfield struggle to get people as it is.  President Mary Anne asked 
that everyone go back to their Centres and consider various options; no-one can 
play more than twice, anyone could only play one away and one home game etc. 
Ayr allows their skips to choose a third, but they are allocated a second and lead, 
and they try and encourage new people to take part. There were no overall 
national rules about how often anyone could play, but each Centre had various 
local rules. Helen Hally (Lockerbie) felt that the ethos should be emphasised 
more. President Mary Anne said that there had been a Morton Secretaries 
meeting at the beginning of the season but no-one had really asked any 
questions.  There was also a discussion about travel expenses for away games, 
as Perth does pay these. President Mary Anne suggested that this was something 
that other Centres could consider. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cente 
reps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Centre 
reps 

8. Ladies Branch Business 
Junior Vice President – President Mary Anne had great pleasure to announce that 
Margaret Pottie from Inverness had agreed to stand as Junior Vice President. She 
is going on the Canadian Tour and has been on the LSC previously. 
Canadian Tour November 2015 – Vice President Marion had attended the last 
meeting, as she was getting measured for a blue blazer, but unfortunately it would 
not be ready for the AGM.  She said that everything was highly organised and she 
had also curled with them, as there were a few gaps. When she arrived, everyone 
was practicing the Tour Song and other songs being led by Margaret Pottie on her 
keyboard. She enjoyed being able to put more faces to names.  Their next 
meeting was a Cookschool in May. 
Incoming USA Tour 2016 – a meeting was arranged for the 21st April of the 
organizing committee: JVP Jan, Vice-President Marion, President Mary Anne, 
Brenda McIntyre and Caroleen Clark.  A letter would be going out to all the ice 
rinks requesting ice. The nominated convener will liaise with Star Pfiffner who is 
the USA contact, and the itinerary will be available as soon as possible.  President 
Mary Anne thought that a lot of the incoming tour would be expecting to be home-
hosted, but the choice was up to them. Fund raising could also be considered.  It 
was unfortunate that the Tour was going to clash with the European 
Championships being held at Braehead. 

 
 
 
 

9. Royal Club Business 
Committee Reports 
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a) Marketing and Communications – JVP Jan had attended a meeting and a draft 
policy had been put together and would be reviewed at the next meeting in June. It 
isn’t yet a public document but should soon be available on the website at 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/marketing-communications/ 
It is quite an extensive document; it contains guidelines for anyone wishing to 
setup an event/competition.  Catherine MacLean, the convenor, had been looking 
into the best way to manage Royal Club merchandise, including that controlled by 
Ladies Branch.  President Mary Anne expressed concern as this was a major 
source of revenue for Ladies Branch.  Gail Munro was currently the Merchandising 
Officer but President Mary Anne was conscious that she was very busy, and 
whether someone could be coopted to take this over.  Maureen Parker had been 
giving some assistance.  Cath McIntosh (Perth) asked for clarification about which 
items on the stock list where actually Ladies Branch items, as the stock list sent 
out by Gail was confusing.  President Mary Anne would follow up on this. 
b) Joint Meeting – the minutes are now available 
c) Club and Member Development – Vice President Marion had asked if anyone 
could email her about any ideas to do with attracting new curlers in the “missing 
age range”, but she had had no responses.   The next meeting is in May a few 
days after the AGM.   
d) Indoor Grand Match – Vice-President Marion reported that the deadline for 
entries had been extended until the end of April as there were about 40 entries 
short.  The Royal Club had sent out reminders to any Clubs who hadn’t put in 
entries. Clubs could now put in more than 2 entries.  
e) Coaching Development Meeting – Maureen Parker (Stranraer) said that 
appointments had now been made so it should start running properly again.  The 
February meeting had been cancelled and one in March rearranged which she 
had been unable to attend, but she felt that things would start to happen.  As she 
was leaving the Committee this year, someone would need appointing for the 
June meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAW 

10. Dates of Interest 
Lockerbie President’s Day 10 December 2015, individual or rink entry 
Lockerbie Ladies Open (Walter Carlyle) 26-28 January 2016, individual or rink 
entry 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Lockerbie 22-25 February 2016 
 
World Seniors Curling Championship, Sochi, Russia18-25 April 
 
Royal Highland Show, Ingliston 18-19 June, but might also be 20th - all 
contributions of baking would be gratefully received – contact the Executive or 
Cairnie House. 

 

11. AOCB 
Henderson Bishop Finals 22-25 February 2016 
Helen Hally (Lockerbie) stated that they are currently negotiating preferential rates 
for accommodation, and organising the Wednesday night dinner.  She suggested 
that Centre’s should provisionally book accommodation in case other big functions 
clashed. She checked that the preference would be for twin rooms, single rooms, 
doubles for single occupancy and as a fallback doubles for double occupancy. 
Individual Entry Competition 
Carolyn Nicoll (Forfar) asked if there was an update on this, but no more was yet 
known. 
Honorary President 
President Mary Anne had asked Honorary Vice President Kate Caithness if she 
would accept the role of Honorary President and she had been honoured and 
delighted to accept. 
World Seniors 
President Mary Anne tendered all our good wishes to Kay Gibb and her rink at the 
Seniors in Sochi.  Jeannette Kerr (Stirling) stated that Val Saville from Stirling was 
also going to Sochi as part of the English Seniors team, and she was also wished 
well. 
Date of the pre-AGM Ladies Standing Committee meeting 

 

http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/marketing-communications/
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This would be held on Tuesday 12th  May 2015 at North West Castle Hotel, Port 
Rodie, Stranraer, Dumfries and Galloway DG9 8EH at 11 am. 
Date of Ladies Branch AGM 
This would be held on Tuesday 12th  May 2015 at North West Castle Hotel, Port 
Rodie, Stranraer, Dumfries and Galloway DG9 8EH at 2 pm. 
Pre-AGM Supper Monday 11th May 
Anyone wishing accommodation should contact North West Castle Hotel.  
President Mary Anne had organised a bus for transporting everyone the 4 miles to 
her house which would leave North West Castle at 6:45. 

12. Vote of Thanks 
Vice-President Marion thanked President Mary Anne for conducting the meeting 
and managing all the healthy discussions so well. 
The meeting closed at 2:45. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


