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Minutes of the LADIES STANDING COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 1st  December 2015 at 
Murrayfield Hotel, Edinburgh, EH12 6HN at 5pm 

 
 
Present 
 
Marion Fraser (President), Jan Howard (Vice-President), Margaret Pottie (Junior Vice-President),  
 
Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead), Brenda Sillars (Dumfries), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb 
(Inverness), Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy), Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield), Cath McIntosh (Perth),  Rhona 
Johnston (Stirling), Annette Blair (Waterfront), Lyn Brown (Stranraer) Fiona Kennedy (RCCC), Ruth 
Addinall (Minutes).  
 
 

1. Welcome 
President Marion welcomed everyone to the meeting, and made special mention of 
Fiona Kennedy, who would be speaking later, and the members of the victorious 
Scottish Tour team returning from Canada.  Since the Joint Meeting, President Marion 
had attended the Skills Awards day in Perth, which she found very interesting, though 
there was a vast range of experience which made it quite difficult; the Outdoor Grand 
Match meeting had taken place at Kinross, convened by Jim Paterson, and everything 
was in place although it looks unlikely again this year; Billy Howat had then driven 
Marion up to Aberdeen for their flight to Esbjerg and the European Championships, 
alongwith the teams and coaches. President Marion also welcomed Past-President 
Fiona Hardie to the meeting. 

Action 

2. Apologies received from 
Gail Munro (Treasurer), Mhairi Baird(Lanarkshire), Judith Carr (Aberdeen), Helen Hally 
(Lockerbie), Jane Drysdale (Kinross), Shirley Jeans (Forfar), Nina Clancy (Border), 
Kate Caithness (Honorary President). 

 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 5th  October 2015 
The following corrections need to be made: 
Incoming USA Tour Page 3, 2nd last line – should be USA and not Canadian. 
Ladies Coaching Days Page 4, line 6 – should be fourth and not third day run at Stirling. 
The minutes were then approved and President Marion signed them off. 

 

5. Matters arising 
National Stick Bonspiel – this took place at Kinross on Saturday 28 November and was 
won by the Tuesday Club, from Edinburgh. 
USA Tour reunion reception – a few dates had been provided to Honorary President 
Kate Caithness.  

 
 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
Nothing to report as the Treasurer wasn’t present.  President Marion said that it was 
important to get figures together so that expenses for the Incoming USA Tour could be 
agreed. 

 
 

7. Correspondence 
President Marion said that she had had an email from Nina Clancy(Border) that the 
paperwork she had received stated that Border would have 2 entries for the Henderson 
Bishop Finals, which was at odds with what had previously been said.  President Marion 
apologized and said that this had been a clerical error by the Royal Club office which 
brought home to her that she would have to check everything carefully in future.  

 

3. Presentation from RCCC Development Manager, Fiona Kennedy. 
President Marion introduced Fiona, who had been in post since Judith McCleary had 
been promoted to Head of Development; Fiona has a BSc in Sports & Exercise 
Science, and had been active in disability sport and Active Schools.  Fiona then gave 
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details of her working background and her personal involvement in coaching a disability 
team in a sport called Boccia, which has similar tactics to curling. She is also studying 
for a Masters degree in Sports Performance Enhancement.  She circulated a handout, 
and explained that it was her job to ensure people got to where they wanted to be.  She 
was responsible for managing the eight Development Officers, some of which are full-
time, some are part-time and some are seasonal as well.  She also supports the 
fourteen Development Groups, as generally these are all volunteers and not sports 
professionals, to provide whatever support and guidance they need to achieve their 
aims.  She coordinates the programmes for Junior Development, within schools, with 
skills awards, Summer Camp (dates available after Christmas) etc.  For Adult 
Development, she is involved with Try Curling, Adult Camp, seminars and coaching 
days.  Ladies Days had been very successful.  She pointed out that the SportScotland 
website had a very good ‘Help for Clubs’ section, which was for grass roots sport and 
not just elite sport, at http://www.sportscotland.org.uk/clubs/help-for-clubs/ . She wanted 
to use Active Girls next October to promote curling, and also on This Girl Can which is a 
campaign developed by SportEngland.  She wanted to inspire youngsters to continue 
curling once they are out of the Junior Programme, including involvement in coaching or 
umpiring.  She will also be working on a Coaching & Development Conference in April 
with Giles Lomax.  RCCC membership targets are 16,000 by 2019 – currently 12,273, 
though 1200 new members were gained last year in a 6 month period; 948 people 
dropped out last year, with 579 no longer wishing to participate.  A new leaflet has been 
prepared promoting the benefits of membership of the Royal Club, and they would be 
targeting unaffiliated clubs.   Work needs to be done to capture details of anyone 
participating in Curlings Cool or Corporate Days, for example.  Kirsten Brown, a curler 
from Inverness, has started as the new Marketing Assistant.  Competition bidding forms 
had been distributed, and planning for the 2016 European Championships was 
underway.  Discussion followed about other forms of membership being available, the 
reasons why people stop curling, and how to recruit new members.  Fiona also 
reminded everyone that Marion Murdoch had been nominated for Development Coach 
of the Year in Dumfries and Galloway, which led her to the National Awards through 
SportScotland where she got a Lifetime Achievement Award, and is currently in 
Manchester for the UK Sports Awards where she is in the running for an award there. 

8. Competitons 
Henderson Bishop 
The playdowns are currently taking place, and President Marion said that as tradition 
we would now do the draw for which Centre would be in each of the 4 sections; any 
Centre with 2 qualifiers that end up in the same group will stay as drawn; the furthest 
away Centre from Lockerbie would be given the bye, and would also be listed as team 5 
by doing an exchange.  Fiona Kennedy did the draw, filling team 1 from each section, 
then team 2 from each section.  The result was: 

Section1 Section 2 Section 3 Section 4 

Perth Ayr Murrayfield 2 Braehead 

Stirling Lanarkshire Dumfries 1 Border 

Lockerbie 1 Forfar Lockerbie 2 Stranraer 

Kirkcaldy Dumfries 2 Murrayfield 1 Greenacres 

Aberdeen Inverness Kinross Waterfront 

  
Fiona Hardie checked the distances to determine that Waterfront had the furthest 
distance to travel in section 4.  In section 1, Aberdeen and Lockerbie 1 had been 
exchanged; in section 3, Dumfries 1 and Kinross; and in section 4, Stranraer and 
Waterfront; Inverness was drawn fifth anyway. 
The above information would be sent to Aline Hardie, Competitions Co-ordinator at the 
Royal Club for distribution.  President Marion would contact Helen Hally (Lockerbie) 
about the badges and information packs; she asked if there where any other questions 
for Helen. It was recommended Centres should contact Helen with names for 
accommodation.  Playdown results, i.e. rink names should be sent to Laura Barr at the 
Royal Club, Ochil House – score cards need not be sent.  
Muriel Fage Trophy 
Tour Vice-Captain Fiona Hardie showed off the Muriel Fage trophy, brought back from 
Canada, before giving it to Fiona Kennedy to take back to the Royal Club office.  
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President Marion asked to ensure information about the trophy was available on the 
website. Fiona said that a plinth would be ordered and the 2 winners (the previous 
winner being Canada 2010) would be engraved, and a wooden box would be acquired 
as well.  
Competition Results 
President Marion had been looking for the results of the Morton Trophy and Henderson 
Bishop and had been unable to find them:  
http://competitions.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/competitions/henderson-bishop-
trophy-3/ does not show any Centre results 
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-branch/rccc-ladies-
competitions/ and selecting Morton Trophy gives ‘page not found’. 
Henderson Bishop bid for 2017 
President Marion said that she had received one bid, from Kinross, for hosting the 
Finals in 2017, by 30 October as stated in the Ladies Branch manual.  Unfortunately, 
when the competition bidding forms were sent out by the Royal Club, they also included 
one for the Henderson Bishop 2017. Any returns for that year will be discounted as the 
agreed procedure for the 2017 bid had been followed by the LSC. As requested by the 
Competitions Co-ordinator, the bid process for the Henderson Bishop will be discussed 
at the April meeting of the LSC. The Executive felt that the social aspect of this 
competition was a huge part of the event and should be retained. President Marion then 
read out the bid details of the Kinross application.  The bid was accepted unanimously; 
Margaret Nicol (Murrayfield) said that it had obviously been well thought through.  
Ladies Branch New Competition – Overs & Unders – 10 April 2016 
Past-President Fiona Hardie said that the ice and catering had been booked. Stuart 
McLean, RCCC Marketing Manager, was preparing a poster that should be available 
next week and will be distributed to Ladies Centres and Ice Rinks.  Entries will be 
accepted from teams or individuals.  Kinross have found a sponsor and the cost should 
be £21 each for two 5-end games plus lunch.  

9. Ladies Branch Business 
Ladies Branch Bonspiel 
This had been a good event, won by Helen Gordon, Rhona Johnston, Fiona Macfarlane 
and Betsy Drummond.  
Canadian Tour November 2015. 
JVP Margaret gave a brief report, due to time restraints, when she said that we had had 
a fantastic time, treated like celebrities, wined and dined from Quebec, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Toronto, Sudbury etc and it can all be found on the website.  Some of the ice 
rinks where just like a big family, where they prepared meals for each other, and the 
men served the food.  She said it was absolutely brilliant.  She praised Fiona 
Macfarlane for devoting her time to updating the blog, much of it done on the bus 
journeys, along with Mags White, Jan Howard and Ruth Addinall.   Margaret White (or 
Mags as she was known on tour, Ayr) said that it had seemed like a simple task 
beforehand, but downloading photographs and then uploading them to the website was 
very time consuming making it hard to keep up to date with it all.  President Marion said 
that she much appreciated the effort that went into it and was quite envious!  Vice-
President Jan also praised our bus driver, Jacques, who had been so friendly and 
helpful.  Past-President Fiona Hardie said how we had all been very proud to represent 
the Royal Club, and we had taken the Ladies Branch Book, the second 25 years, and 
presented it at each ice rink.  She then presented President Marion with the Tour silk 
tartan scarf and logo pin, which was most appreciative. 
Incoming USA Tour 2016  
 Vice-President Jan said that the return date had now been confirmed as Sunday 27 
November, but they didn’t yet know whether they would be flying into Edinburgh or 
Glasgow.  The committee had laid out a draft itinerary, which had been amended 
slightly by the Executive prior to this meeting.  When the US tourists arrive on 5 
November, they will not have met before, so they have a day to acclimatise and practice 
before the Opening Banquet on 6 November.  Jan read through the rest of the itinerary, 
and this would be circulated after the meeting, and sent out to Star Pfiffner, on behalf of 
the USA tourists in January.  On ice speeches etc should be kept to a minimum and 
consideration should be given to ice session times for playing 8 ends. 
 

 
 

http://competitions.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/competitions/henderson-bishop-trophy-3/
http://competitions.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/competitions/henderson-bishop-trophy-3/
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-branch/rccc-ladies-competitions/
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/structure/ladies-branch/rccc-ladies-competitions/
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9. Royal Club Business 
Indoor Grand Match 
President Marion asked if anybody had any feedback on the Match, then they should 
submit it to the Royal Club. 
Joint Meeting  and Priestfield Quaich 
Stuart McLean’s presentation should have been emailed to everyone, so this could be 
circulated round the Centres.  Unfortunately, the LSC were not successful again in the 
Priestfield Quaich. 
Four Nations – Greenacres 
The draw was now available on the website, being oversubscribed by both men and 
women, but representing a broad range of curlers,  
http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/the-2016-four-nations-team-announcement/  
Move to Stirling 
The move of the Royal Club office to Stirling was now complete with the address being 
Ochil House, Springkerse Business Park, Stirling FK7 7XE but retaining the same 
telephone number. 
Committee Reports 
None available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Dates of Interest 
Lockerbie President’s Day,  Thursday 10 December 2015, individual or rink entry 
Lockerbie Ladies Open (Walter Carlyle) Tuesday – Thursday 26-28 January, individual 
or rink entry 
Lanarkshire Ladies Open, Lanarkshire, Wednesday 27 January 
Forfar Ladies Open, Forfar – Wednesday/Thursday 3/4 February 
Kirkcaldy Ladies Open, Fife Ice Arena, Thursday 4 February 
Lyburn Trophy, Stranraer, 8-11  February 
Dumfries Presidents Ladies Day, Dumfries, Sunday 20 March 
Stirling Open, The Peak, Stirling, Tuesday 15 March 
Dewars Ladies Bonspiel, Perth, 17 March 
 
Henderson Bishop Finals, Lockerbie 29 February – 3 March 2016 
Morton Trophy Final, Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy – Tuesday 8 March 
 
Scottish Curling Mixed Doubles Championship, Braehead, 10-13 December 
Scottish Curling Junior Championship, Aberdeen, 26-31January 
National Masters Curling Championship, Greenacres 4-7 February 
Scottish Curling Championship – Qualifiers, Perth, 14-21 February 
Scottish Curling Women’s Championship, Perth 16-22 February 
Scottish Curling Senior Championships, Lanarkshire, 24-28 February 
World Wheelchair Curling Championship, Switzerland, 22-28 February 
Scottish Curling Pairs Championship, Stranraer, 20-22 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen, 27-29 March 
World Junior Curling Championships, Turkey, 5-13 March 
World Women’s Curling Championship, Canada, 19-27 March 
Scottish Curling Mixed Championship, Aberdeen 25-27 March 
World Senior Curling Championship, Sweden, 16-23 April 
World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, Sweden, 16-23 April  

 

12. AOCB 
Brush Technology 
The Royal Club had pre-empted the WCF, and directional brushes have been banned 
from RCCC competitions with spot checks being made.  
European Championships at Esbjerg 
President Marion said that it had been a fantastic experience, and to be able to walk out 
and present the Silver medals was amazing. She was so proud to be representing the 
Royal Club and Scotland.  Billy Howat (RCCC President) had been there all week and 
done a fantastic job networking, and Susan Murrin (RCCC Event Manager) was there 
along with people from Renfrewshire  Councils, Glasgow City Marketing Bureau and 
Event Scotland and preparations are well in hand for next years competition.  President 
Marion asked if Fiona Macfarlane (Braehead) had been approached; she said that Alan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/the-2016-four-nations-team-announcement/
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Sloan was doing well, but still got tired, and he had spoken to her about it previously.  
However they were now looking for someone else to take over as the local convenor for 
the European Championships at Braehead. 
Flowers 
President Marion had sent flowers to Past-President Mary Anne McWilliam on behalf of 
the LSC with all our good wishes. 
LSC meetings 
Ann Mitchell (Kirkcaldy) asked whether it would be possible to hold the meetings at 
Ochil House, as they have plenty of room.  President Marion would investigate whether 
the Murrayfield Hotel had been booked and prepaid, or whether it could be cancelled 
and the February meeting held in Stirling. 
History of Ladies Curling 
Rhona Johnston had been asked about the history of ladies curling.  President Marion 
said that she had recently put together a précis from both Ladies Branch books of the 
representation of ladies in curling and she could send this to her.  Past-President Fiona 
raised the point of this being the history of ladies curling within Ladies Branch, and not 
just the history of ladies in curling, which could be googled for plenty of snippets of 
information.  
World Junior Championships  
Lyn Brown (Stranraer) raised the issue of the World Juniors’ being held in Turkey this 
year and had any discussions taken place about this.  President Marion said it had been 
discussed with WCF President Kate Caithness, who was in contact with the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office, as it was the WCF responsibility to get the teams there.  
However, security arrangements once there were the responsibility of the Turkish 
authorities, and this must be a worry for quite a lot of parents.  President Marion agreed 
to enquire what the arrangements will be.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pres 
 

13. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday, 2 February 2016, venue and time to be confirmed. 

 

14. Vote of Thanks 
The meeting closed at 19:20.  Vice President Jan thanked President Marion for running 
the meeting and organizing the sleepover and dinner, JVP Margaret for her report on 
the Tour, and Fiona Kennedy for her input as RCCC Development Manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature: ……………………………………………..         Date: ……………………… 


