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FEATURESFEATURES
A WORD FROM OUR CEO

December is upon us and as well as the excitement of Christmas and prospect of holidays spent with loved ones, it is also the
middle of the curling season for most people, so I hope it is going well for you.

#CurlFest took place in October and saw hundreds of new people coming into the sport for the first time and following its success, we plan to do a
similar festival next year. We have a very exciting few months ahead of us, with this being the Winter Olympic & Paralympic season the spotlight will be
on our great sport. We have some world class action taking place in Scotland which you could get involved; the Scottish Curling Championships is in
Perth 10-17 February, the Worlds’ Playoff is in Stirling 3-4 March and World Junior Curling Championships in Aberdeen 3-10 March.
You might want to take time to visit friends and neighbours this festive season, also please take a friend or two to visit your curling rink and show them
how to get into curling. I would like to wish you festive greetings this Christmas and I hope to see you on the ice or watching the game in the months
ahead.

BRUCE CRAWFORD, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

JOHNSTON CARMICHAEL
ANNOUNCED AS TITLE SPONSOR
FOR THE SCOTTISH CURLING
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club is delighted to announce Johnston Carmichael
as principal sponsors of the Scottish Curling Junior Championships, 2018.

The event takes place from January 24th – 28th at Curl Aberdeen, the city’s purpose-built facility.
The accountancy and business advisory firm have already been announced as the headline sponsor
of the 2018 World Junior Curling Championships, hosted in the Granite City in March; and this double
partnership further strengthens a clear commitment to our sport, the city and Scotland’s young curlers.
Niall Farquharson, Managing Partner of Johnston Carmichael’s Aberdeen office, explains why the firm
took the decision to get involved:

“

We’re thrilled to support the 2018 Scottish Curling Junior Championships, the highlight of Scotland’s junior
competitive curling calendar, where the teams will battle it out for the opportunity to represent Scotland at the
World Junior Curling Championships which are set to take place in Aberdeen next March.
At Johnston Carmichael, we have built our business based on developing talent, sharing knowledge, building
long lasting relationships and showing dedication and commitment to our work; all attributes which run through
the lifelong, accessible sport of curling. We’re excited to play our part in helping to honour this progressive sport
by engaging our people, clients and the community in this major sporting event.

“

“

A sentiment echoed by Bruce Crawford, CEO of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club:

We are delighted to be working with Johnston Carmichael as we stage the Scottish Championships at Curl
Aberdeen in January, and of course the World Championships at the same venue in March. Curling is a sport
based on technical and tactical skills alongside strategy and integrity which reflect the professional credentials
Johnston Carmichael have used to make their business a leading firm in Scotland.

“

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?
Complete our online form by...

JANUARY 26TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>
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SPECSAVERS BECOMES AN OFFICIAL
PARTNER OF RCCC
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club is delighted to announce its new partnership with Specsavers; helping the
experts see. This partnership will bring together both organisations with two key aims; to increase Specsavers’
brand identity and awareness across the country, and to introduce more people to the wonderful game of curling
in Scotland.
Judith McCleary, Head of Development for RCCC says:

“

We are thrilled with this exciting new partnership
and the opportunities that it presents. Specsavers will
be supporting training for our team of Umpires and
Officials who are vital to the smooth running of our
many competitions and championships in Scotland.
On the back of our recent medal successes in the
European Curling Championships and ahead of the
Winter Olympic Games, it couldn’t be a more exciting
time to be involved in curling in Scotland. We are
looking forward to working with Specsavers who will
have a presence at many of our events, helping to grow
curling in Scotland.

“

Jill McArthur, chairperson for Specsavers in Scotland, says:

“

We are delighted to sponsor the Royal Caledonian
Curling Club and proud that our logo will now feature
on umpire clothing.
This partnership goes beyond a logo on a shirt – it
allows us to support the sport while also promoting an
important message about the importance of ensuring
your eyes are in top condition through regular eye tests
carried out in our stores across Scotland.

“

ATTITUDES TO PROTECTIVE HEADWEAR
During the first three weeks of this season I witnessed three falls - two
causing head injuries with bleeding, and one leaving the casualty lying
helplessly on the ice howling in pain waiting more than 30 minutes for an
ambulance to arrive.

The regularity of these incidents (witnessed during the now rare times I am playing,
rather than as an ever-present Ice Tech) had me wondering if the risks of falling on curling
ice and the dangers of head injuries are well-known, plus if we could improve attitudes
towards protective headwear in curling.
To begin with, I produced an online survey targeting users of Kinross Curling (where
I used to work). I’ve now analysed the data and published the results on a new website
“Protective Headwear In Curling”. These results make for very interesting reading. For
example, only 15% of respondents say the currently wear head protection, however if
a uniform style of protective headwear became available that looked like club uniform,
then 36% said they might wear it and 33% said they would wear it. Suddenly any stigma
surrounding protective headwear in curling disappears and we potentially save 84% of
curlers from the dangers of head injuries.
At the very least, this research opens up conversation on the subject, and hopefully
encourages more curlers to protect themselves.

TO READ MORE ON PROTECTIVE HEADWEAR, CLICK HERE >>
PHOTO & ARTICLE: ANDY MACPHERSON
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CLUBS & RINKSCLUBS & RINKS
69 CURLING CLUB’S 8-ENDER
Congratulations to Anne Strathdee, Moira Bannerman, Jean
Couper and Sheila Tough who scored a maximum shot end during
a ’69 Curling Club league match, on the morning of the 28th
November.

The opposition’s stones had made the edges of the house, but just not quite
far enough in to cut the count down and so the excitement grew as the last
stone draw from Anne Strathdee completed the full house.
Skip Anne said

“

I have been curling with ‘69 Curling Club for 25 years
and I had never even seen an eight ender in that time. It
was quite terrifying standing on the hack, knowing I had
to draw my last stone to achieve the eight-ender. I have
to thank Moira, my number 3, for reading the ice so well
and my sweepers, Jean and Sandra, for getting the stone
in the head and counting. All three played superbly in
that end and it was very much a team achievement. This
was our last game as a team in this competition, so it was
a wonderful finish for us.

“

PHOTO & ARTICLE: ROSEMARY CLAXTON

KINROSS CURLING CLUB CHAMPIONS
For the second year running Dunfermline Curling Club is ‘Kinross
Curling – Club Champions’. The final was closely contested against
Orwell Curling Club.

A second Dunfermline team was entered in the competition and that rink won
the Low Road Final.
Congratulations to all concerned.
PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS (L TO R) STEWART BARR(S),
STUART RENNIE, GRANT BARR AND DEREK LAIRD.
PHOTO & ARTICLE: ROBIN PARK

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART
OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?
Complete our online form by...

JANUARY 26TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>

5

I s s u e 5 2 | D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 7 | r oy a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g | C LU B S & R I N K S

LOGAN CURLING CLUB 150TH ANNIVERSARY
Logan Curling Club, Scotland’s most southerly
Club, celebrated 150 years of curling with a Bonspiel
and dinner at the North West Castle Ice Rink on 21st
October, 2017.

The early days in 1867 found the Club curling on the ponds
of Logan Estate before many years later members enjoyed
the comforts of indoor curling at Crossmyloof Ice Rink, Ayr Ice
Rink and latterly at the North West Castle Ice Rink.
The celebrations started with a Bonspiel when eight rinks
representing Logan C.C. played against rinks from each of the other seven Clubs
in the Rhins O’ Gallawa’ Province and a rink representing the adjoining Galloway
Province. Highest up Logan rink on the day was skipped by Hugh Drummond
and highest up rink from the visiting Clubs was skipped by Lindsey Cumming,
Portpatrick C.C.

The dinner was well supported with over 70 curlers attending and it was noted that 50 years earlier Logan C.C. held their centenary dinner at the North
West Castle Hotel when 190 curling guests were present.
Donald McColm, Logan C.C. President, presided and after an enjoyable meal gave an excellent history of the Club over the years to the present day
highlighting many of the Club ‘characters’ such as his father the late Sam McColm, a former President of the Royal Club, the late Jim McIntyre, and the late
Bob Vallance. Donald mentioned that Hugh Drummond was the only person present who was at the 100th anniversary dinner of the Club.
Other congratulatory speeches were given by Norman Brown, Rhins O’ Gallowa’ Province President, Drew Paton, Galloway Province President, Hugh
Templeton, Director and Board Member RCCC, John Gilmore, Logan C.C., Ian Macpherson, Logan C.C.
Hugh Templeton, on behalf of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, presented Hugh Drummond with the ‘50 years medal’ for continuous membership of
the Royal Club.
To finish the formal part of the evening William McClymont, a Past President of Logan C.C. gave a vote of thanks to Donald and all who had contributed
to a very successful anniversary.
ARTICLE: BRIAN PARK
PIC: JIM RYDER

MILESTONE
BIRTHDAY FOR
STEWARTON
HEATHER CC
Stewarton Heather Curling Club celebrated
reaching the milestone of 175 years in
style with a 24 team Bonspiel over 2 days
at Greenacres Ice Rink on 18th and 19th of
November 2017.

The Shenkel tournament got underway on the
Saturday morning with 14 teams from Stewarton
Heather and 10 invited teams, 8 of which the club
regularly play against in interclub matches. The final
two teams were made up of curlers from Waltham CC
in Illinois, USA, a club which was founded in 1884 by
Stewarton Heather member John Currie.
The action on Saturday was topped off with an excellent dinner, prize raffle draw, guest speaker George Strang (East Kilbride & Hairmyres CC) and
Calcutta auction.
Play resumed on Sunday and resulted in 2 exciting finals. The Low Road final was between Colin Reid’s Stewarton team and Bobby Ireland’s Ayr team,
with Ayr coming out on top. The High Road final couldn’t have been closer. The Stewarton Heather team skipped by David Reid with Sarah Reid, Simon
Grant and Keith Mclellan defeated a strong Dalry Union team skipped by Drew Gemmill. David Reid drew the 4 foot for the victory and the Borland Cup.
Stewarton Heather President, David Mundell and his wife, Laura presented the prizes afterwards. The club would like to thank Greenacres, their staff and
all who played a part in making it such a memorable weekend. To finish the season off the club are having a celebration dinner at the Fenwick Hotel on
24th of March 2018.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE WEEKEND PLEASE CLICK HERE OR ‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK
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Simply click on the dates for more information.
28th-29th December

ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM – FORFAR
Forfar Indoor Sports, Forfar
4th-7th January 2018

SCOTTISH CURLING SENIOR

CHAMPIONSHIP – QUALIFIER

- JA

N

18th-21st January 2018

NATIONAL MASTERS CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP

Greenacres Curling Rink, Howwood
19th-21st January 2018
FOUR NATIONS

Forfar Indoor Sports, Forfar

Stranraer Ice Rink, Stranraer

4th-7th January 2018

20th January 2018

SCOTTISH CURLING SENIOR

CHAMPIONSHIP – QUALIFIER
Dumfries Ice Bowl, Dumfries
6th-7th January 2018

SCOTTISH CURLING JUNIOR CLUB
CHALLENGE, DIVISION 1 & 2

ASHAM UNDER 14 SLAM – LOCKERBIE
Lockerbie Ice Rink, Lockerbie
23rd – 28th January 2018

JOHNSTON CARMICHAEL SCOTTISH
CURLING JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
Curl Aberdeen, Aberdeen

Murrayfield Curling, Edinburgh

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART
OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?

Complete our online form by...

JANUARY 26TH 2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>
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SCOTTISH WHEELCHAIR CURLING PAIRS
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Scottish Wheelchair Curling Pairs
Championships were held at the North
West Castle Ice Rink on Saturday/Sunday
25th/26th November, 2017. This was the
first time the Championships were held at
Stranraer and 16 Curling Pairs took part
coming from ice rinks throughout Scotland
and one from Newcastle-upon-Tyne
(attached to Kelso Ice Rink).

Stranraer Ice Rink President Nigel Baynes,
welcomed the competitors on the Saturday morning
and wished them well in the forthcoming games.
Piper Lyndsay Brown piped the players on to the ice
to start the Championship games.
Excellent games of curling were played as a round robin during the 4 section games of 4 pairs with the two top teams from each section moving
into a High Road for the Championship and the bottom two teams moving to a Low Road. Both High and Low Road sections produced some exciting
curling and the eventual Championship winner was the Northern Ice Team from Newcastle Stewart Pimblett and Jeff Ward with the team from Lockerbie
Ted Bigwood and David Bain as runners up and the Stranraer team Douglas Dewar and John McClelland in third place. The Low Road winner was the
Stranraer team of Jock Allison and Michael Shaw with the Lockerbie Daniel Cowan and Keith Thom as runners up.
Hugh Templeton, Board Member and Director of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club presented the Championship Trophy and prizes to the winning
team and the Low Road Trophy and prizes to the runner up team. Hugh congratulated the winning teams and all who had played in the competition
expressing the high standard of curling and excellent games to watch.
Brian Park, on behalf of the Scottish Wheelchair Curling Association, thanked Hugh for presenting the prizes and his kind remarks. Brian thanked Gail
Munro and her North West Castle Team for preparations to accommodate 32 wheelchair curlers and also for attending to the scoring procedure. He also
thanked the many volunteer ‘helpers’ who assisted on ice with stone placings.
Brian congratulated the winning teams and remarked on the standard of curling with most games being keenly fought with the winners having single
shot victories. The score in the final for the Championship was 5 shots to 4 shots after some excellent and exciting play. The Low Road final was equally
exciting to watch with the game finishing with a peel and the winner being decided by drawing the shot.
On the Saturday evening, President Nigel Baynes hosted a drinks reception given by Stranraer Ice Rink which was much appreciated by the players.
At the end of the Championship President Nigel closed the proceedings thanking everyone who had played and also thanked Brian and Gail for
organising a very successful Championship and all who had contributed to it’s success.
WINNING TEAMS:Championship winners:- Stewart Pimblett and Jeff Ward		
Low Road winners- Jock Allison and Michael Shaw		

Runners up:- Ted Bidgood and David Bain
Runners Up:- Daniel Cowan and Keith Thom

ARTICLE : BRIAN PARK

WHEELCHAIR
CURLING
COMPETITION
AT LOCKERBIE

Twenty four wheelchair curlers travelled
to Lockerbie Ice Rink last week to compete
in the 7th annual Pick & Wick Wheelchair
Curling Competition.
Players travelled from as far away as Wrexham
and Newcastle and were drawn into 6 teams. It was
encouraging to see several new players this year
which is a great boost to the future of wheelchair
curling. All teams played 5 round robin games and
the winners, after some very close games, were
Team Pimblett which consisted of Stewart Pimblett from Newcastle, Charley McKenna from Bridge of Allan, Keith Thom from Dalbeattie, and Blair Murray
from Kirtlebridge. Following an excellent afternoon tea in the ice rink café the prizes were presented to the winners and runners-up.
PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT: KEITH THOM, CHARLEY MCKENNA, BLAIR MURRAY, AND STEWART PIMBLETT.
PHOTO & ARTICLE: ISOBEL COWAN
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FARMERS TROPHY

The 4th – 8th December saw the 20th anniversary of the Farmers Trophy
sponsored by CF fertilisers and Galloway & MacLeod at Lanarkshire
Ice Rink. 24 teams competed as far afield as Grampian to Dumfries &
Galloway and by the finals of the High and Low roads on the Friday it
was down to four local teams.
High road (pictured top): Team Tait (Robert Tait, James Tait, Alison Paterson,
Izzie Tait) 7 – 6 Team Kirkland (Robert Kirkland, Andrew Neilson, Drew Moffat,
Libby Marshall).
Low road (pictured below): Team Trainer (John Trainer, Kerr Lyndsey, Andrew
Clark, Doug Telfor) 11 - 5 Team Neilson (Hugh Neilson, Don Frame, Jamie Allan,
Alan Neilson).

SCT DUMFRIES DUMFRIES ICE BOWL, DUMFRIES

The Scottish Junior Men’s Qualifiers was played on consistent swinging ice allowing some aggressive curling and shot making.

Local favourites Team Mouat emerged victorious at the Dumfries Challenger World Curling Tour Event this weekend. After an unsteady round robin,
Team Mouat made it to the quarter finals thanks to their draw shot average and were joined by domestic rivals Teams Hare and Marshall but Teams
Brewster and Bryce were somewhat surprising casualties in the group stage. The playoff stages were completed by 4 Swiss teams and 1 team from
Denmark.
After a controlling win in the quarter finals, Team Mouat were the sole Scottish team left standing and the scrambled from 6-2 down in the 7th end to
win the semi-final over Team Krause from Denmark 7-6. The final against Team Hess of Switzerland saw singles traded back and forth before a steal of 2
swung the game decisively in Team Mouat’s favour. A final takeout ran their opponents out of stones and sealed a 5-3 victory for the Scots and their 4th
title of the season. Skip Bruce Mouat was happy to end 2017 on a high: “The team and I are hoping to continue this form going into the Scottish Curling
Championships in February. We are all looking forward to a bit of a break over Christmas and the new year”.
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WEST LOTHIAN CURLERS WIN
KING ROBERT TROPHY
Three clubs from West Lothian Province of the Royal Caledonian
Curling Club recently took to the ice in a competition for the King
Robert Trophy at Stirling’s Peak Sports Village.
Organised by Forth Valley Area of the RCCC, 32 clubs, from all over central
Scotland, competed in this knock-out competition. Unfortunately, as two of
West Lothian’s clubs, Oatridge and Livingston, were being knocked out in the
first round, Bathgate, in a nail-biter, ‘peeled’ with Drymen. The tie was settled
with the respective skips playing one stone each to draw to the ‘button’ and,
Brian Ferguson, Bathgate’s skip, played a near-perfect shot to within inches of
the target, to take his team of Duncan Wallace, Gary Fleming and Joe McIndoe
through to the next round.

The second-round tie a couple of weeks later saw Bathgate start slowly, but eventually eased to a more straight-forward win over the four from Keir,
near Stirling.
In the semi-final, however, ‘underdogs’ Bathgate came up against ‘big guns’ Kilsyth CC, a club with a proven pedigree, having celebrated its 300th
anniversary last year. In a very tight game, Kilsyth led by 5-4 at the final end and had the important last-stone advantage. Ferguson drew to lie two shots
6-5, and put real pressure on the Kilsyth skip’s last stone. Needing to score with his last stone to ‘peel’ and take the match to a skips’ draw-to-the-button,
he didn’t beat the Bathgate stones and so the West Lothian representatives moved through to the final, against another big-hitting rink, Strathendrick.
The Bathgate men got off to a poor start in the final losing three shots over the first two ends, but got themselves back into the game, taking two shots
at the third end, then moved into the lead with three shots against the head in the fourth end.
Ferguson’s tactical nous and his superb shot making had got his rink back in control of the match and they increased their grip on it with two more
singles against the head in the fifth and sixth ends.
With Bathgate leading 7-3 and lying shot in the seventh end, Strathendrick’s skip conceded without playing his last stone.
The beautiful little trophy was heading to Bathgate, representing West Lothian Province.
The Robert the Bruce Trophy was presented to Bathgate’s winning team of Brian Ferguson (Skip), Duncan Wallace, Gary Fleming and Joe McIndoe by the
Area representative to the RCCC, Joe.
PHOTO: WEST LOTHIAN CURLERS WIN KING ROBERT TROPHY | PHOTO CONTRIBUTOR: DUNCAN WALLACE
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PERTH

The team skipped by Inca Maguire emerged victorious at the third Asham Under 14 Slam in Perth. Team Maguire
from Forfar qualified for the high road by the slimmest of margins, they were level with Team Mitchell on points,
ends and shots up. One total shot separated the two of them and the girls never looked back.

After losing a 3 in the first end of the semi-final, they rebounded and stole their way to victory, setting up a final against the local Team Chalmers. Team
Maguire controlled this game and ended up 5-1 winners. Elsewhere, Team Munro overcame Team McCormack to take 3rd place in the high road and
Team Teasdale just edged Team Mitchell 4-3 to win the low road. The next and final Asham under 14 slam will take place at Lockerbie in the new year.

LOCKERBIE

The Asham Under 21 Slam series drew to a close this
weekend with the Lockerbie Junior International. After
a group stage that included a touch of international flair, the women’s
semi-finals were set with an all-Scottish clash of Team Davie vs Team
Bryce and an all-international match with the teams from Latvia and
Denmark. The Danish team won to set up a final against Team Davie
who scored a 2 in the 8th end to edge a close final, 6-5. Team Bremane
from Latvia won comfortably over Team Bryce 6-1 to take third place
along with the gratitude of many teams as they provided a sub on 3
separate occasions across the weekend.
The men’s competition saw the main contenders for the Asham Slam Series
joined by Team Denmark in the semi-finals. Team Kinnear scored a 4 two ends in a
row to ease into the final over Team Craik 9-2. They were joined by Team Denmark
who saw off Team Baird thanks to their own score of 4. The final saw Team Kinnear
start strongly, taking an early 3-0 lead. They were pegged back by the Danes but a
score of 3 in the 7th end enabled them to run their opponents out of stones and
take the title, winning 6-3.
With their second title of the season: Lisa Davie, Kirsty Barr, Anna Skuse and
Emma Barr have secured the overall slam series along with the grand prize of
£1,000. They reached the final of all the Asham Under 21 Slams and run out
deserved winners. A first slam title of the season for Team Kinnear was not enough
to hold off Team Craik from securing the slam series. In an open season with 4
individual winners, the team of James Craik, Angus Bryce, Mark Watt and Niall
Ryder were the only team to secure points at every slam and edge Teams Baird
and Kinnear to lift the crown. All thoughts now turn to the Johnston Carmichael
Scottish Curling Junior Championships in 5 weeks, these teams will be hoping to
turn slam success into national junior glory.

JUNIOR QUALIFIERS DEWARS CENTRE, PERTH,
1ST - 3RD DECEMBER
The Scottish Junior Men’s Qualifiers was played on
consistent swinging ice allowing some aggressive curling
and shot making.

The field was narrowed down from the 12 entries to 8 for the finals in
Aberdeen in January. Ross Whyte (British Curling PD) skipped the team,
now defending their title, to 4 straight wins and automatic qualification
without a hitch. Their only close game being against Kinnear (RCCC
Academy) who also qualified (4-1); and Gallacher 3-2 and Haswell 2-3
joined them from that section. The other half saw Baird; Carson and
Craik the 3 Academy teams progress with the young Gow team from
Perth making up the finalists.
The four teams losing out all showed glimpses of form but could not
maintain enough consistency to convert into wins. Teams Robson and
Morton winning one, with Hay and Harmjanz winless after the weekend.
All the young teams showed strength and depth. The final this year will
be a great event in Aberdeen, the home of the Scottish Juniors for last
few years, and such a great venue for our national final. Many thanks to
David Imlay and the 2 Grahams’ Lindsay and Prophet, for excellent, well
organised, supportive umpiring. Congratulations to all the players for
their conduct and competitiveness, not a single warning being required
despite the high stakes. Thanks also go to ice crew and all catering staff
at Perth for all support and then office for keeping the IT running and
score-lines updated.

Tweet of the Month...

For more like this, follow @KillinPrimary

