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CLUBS & RINKSCLUBS & RINKS
BUSINESS STUDENTS USE
CURLING CASE STUDY
Each year, students in the MSc Marketing and MSc Marketing and
Business Analysis course spend the second week of the academic year on a
group project examining a local business. This autumn, Murrayfield Curling
Rink welcomed students to the clubroom for a breakfast briefing with
Marketing and Sport Development Manager – and programme alumna –
Evie Chamberlain.
Equipped with a detailed brief and their answers to their questions, the students then
headed back to campus for four days of intensive research and brainstorming. At the end
of the week, they presented their marketing plans.

“
“

A few weeks later, students returned to the rink, this time to try out the sport they’d just
been introduced to. The session was led by Edinburgh University Curling Club secretary
Gabriella Wallentin with help from student Tristan Hughes and coach-in-training Evie.

“

PHOTO AND REPORT: EVIE CHAMBERLAIN

“

“

It was great to hear their unique ideas for encouraging new people,
particularly families, to try the sport,” said Evie. “I’m looking forward to
incorporating some of their research and suggestions.

It was fun to see so many students interested in trying curling, especially since they come from a group that would normally
not sign up for a try session,” said Gabriella. “We had a good time and we hope to see some joining our club!

Lecturer Caroline Marchant explained

our MSc Marketing students come to study with us at the Business School from all over the world. This year it has been
fantastic to introduce them to such a traditional and thriving Scottish sport and lovely to work with one of our most
successful MSc alumna in the Marketing Manager, Evie Chamberlain. The visit to a try curling session was the icing on the
cake for our students and a fun way to thank them for their hard work developing Group Marketing Plans for Edinburgh
Curling. Big thank you to Evie, the University of Edinburgh Curling Club and the whole team for making this possible.

“

NEW MONKLAND
CURLING CLUB 175TH
ANNIVERSARY
New Monkland Curling Club is celebrating
a ‘Big Birthday’ this year. Founded in 1842,
the club curls at Hamilton Ice Rink, itself
celebrating a 50th Anniversary this year!

The photograph shows curlers from New Monkland
along with guests from Cadder, Cadzow, Bridge of Weir,
and Badgers Curling Clubs at the start of the Anniversary
Bonspiel held on 18th March, 2017. The exciting and
competitive curling was followed by a supper at the ice
rink. A great night was enjoyed by
all.
The next part of the celebrations
will be an Anniversary Dinner to be
held at the Tudor Hotel, Airdrie on
18th November, 2017.
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ARTICLE - JANE CARMICHAEL
PHOTO CREDIT - CHIARA ZACHARY – DUFF

Dinner will be followed by a speaker and musical entertainment. If any former members of New Monkland wish to attend,
please contact Jane Carmichael at carmichaels26@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 01236 765359 for further details.
You will be made most welcome, please let us know by the 9th of November, if you wish to come along.
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GET YOUR TICKETS FOR THE WORLD JUNIOR
CHAMPIONSHIPS, CURL ABERDEEN,
MARCH 2018
Hosted at Aberdeen’s state-of-the-art, purpose-built curling facility, the World Junior Curling Championships
(WJCC) will take place in the Granite City from the 3rd to the 10th of March 2018. This prestigious event will
showcase the best young Scottish curling talent, as well as athletes from across the globe. It’s the first time the
Championships have been held in Aberdeen, and we are delighted to let all our members know tickets will be on
sale, on EventBrite, from November 7th.

 	 Supported by Event Scotland, The Royal Caledonian Curling Club and Aberdeen City Council, this event promises to be a wonderful opportunity for all
involved; and leave a fantastic sporting legacy for young people in the city and throughout Scotland.
Bruce Crawford, CEO, RCCC: “The Royal Caledonian Curling Club is delighted to host the 2018 World Junior Curling Championships in Scotland, for
the first time since it was held in Perth in 2011 and for the first time in Aberdeen. Scotland has a strong tradition of curling at world junior level, with our
teams winning 17 medals in the last 14 years. Coming a week after the end of the Olympic Games, we also hope to capture new interest in the sport and
use it as a catalyst for increasing participation in curling as a legacy for the future”
Tom Brewster, Manager of Curl Aberdeen and Olympic silver medallist Sochi 2014: ‘’The World Juniors mean a lot to me as it offered me my first
opportunity to represent my country back in 1995 and I know how important it is for the players who will be attending the event. I know the members
and I will are looking forward to welcoming teams from around the globe to compete in our world class facility. A big thank you to the WCF (World
Curling Federation) for selecting our venue to host the championships and to all the funding partners for helping us to run what I believe will be a first
class World Junior Championships.’’
The local organising committee of the WJCC 2018 would appreciate any support from companies and individuals in the area and have a range of
sponsorship and partnership opportunities available. For more information, contact Peter Carry on 07833 479320 or email peter.carry@yahoo.co.uk

TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS FOR THE EVENT, CLICK HERE,
FROM NOVEMBER 7TH >>
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FEATURESFEATURES
INTRODUCTION TO THE SEASON

The clocks have gone back, many people saw a frost in the last week of October and winter sports are “on the up” with ice rinks in
full swing. Most of our members are busy curling and the RCCC staff have had one of our busiest Octobers, which is good news.
The successful #CurlFest ran in October and saw hundreds of new people visiting curling rinks for the first time….which was its
objective. Preparations continue to grow for the peak interest around the Olympics and Paralympics which will see three British
teams in action in Pyeongchang. A big deal for us is the hosting of the World Junior Championships 3-10 March 2018, for which
tickets are available from 7th November on Eventbrite, details can be found on the RCCC website and in this edition of YourCurler.
On the staff front, we are sorry to be losing Barbara Macfarlane (Performance Development Coach) in mid-November and she is being replaced by
David Ramsay, who previously filled in as the Coach covering Barbara’s maternity leave. She will remain active in an occasional coaching role for some
junior teams in future.
We are delighted to welcome Jamie Fleming to help drive marketing and communications in mid-November. Jamie is a graduate of Stirling and
Glasgow Uni’s with a background in communications and digital marketing, including work at Lacrosse Scotland and in the automobile sector.
BY BRUCE CRAWFORD CEO

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?
Complete our online form by...

NOVEMBER 21

ST

2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>

North West Castle
- Stranraer Ice Rink 2017-18 CURLING WEEKENDS
from

ONLY £150

per person

FULL BOARD

Rate includes 2 Nights DBB, 2 Buffet Lunches
and a minimum of 3 games of curling!
Famous Grouse
Berkmann Wine
Courvoisier FULL
Prize Weekend
Black Bottle
Grants
Glenfiddich FULL
Beefeater LIMITED SPACE
Tennent Caledonian
Teachers LIMITED SPACE

13 - 15 October 2017
27 - 29 October 2017
3 - 5 November 2017
5-7 January 2018
12 - 14 January 2018
26 - 28 January 2018
2 - 4 February 2018
9 - 11 February 2018
23 - 25 February 2018
2 - 4 March 2018

To Book, please contact:
t: 01776 704 413 | e: hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk
Rate based on 2 people sharing a classic room
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SCOTLAND - WORLD
MIXED CURLING
CHAMPIONS, 2017
An amazing performance in Champery, Switzerland, puts
Scotland at the top of the World Mixed Curling Table. An
excellent double takeout from skip Grant Hardie, sealed an 8-5
victory over Canada, after strong performances against Sweden
and the Czech Republic. Now back on home soil, we caught up
with lead Barbara McFarlane and second Billy Morton, for a Q&A
about their memories of the Championships, and what’s next for
this real-life partnership…
So, World Champions 2017; how does it feel?

“

“

Yes, it’s really good! When I came out of my men’s
team I thought I would never really get to do anything like this
again…It’s my 4th major championships and I’ve finished 4th,
5th and 7th before. All the support from everyone has been
amazing and to be able to win it with Babs was really special.
Billy:

The couple didn’t let the stress get to them, despite the obvious pressures
of playing at such a high level, and playing with you someone you know so
well, Barbara says:

“

PICTURED: BARBARA MCFARLANE, BILLY MORTON,
RHIANN MCLEOD, AND GRANT HARDIE
ARTICLE: EOIN MCCROSSAN/PAMELA GRAHAM
IMAGE WCF/ ALINA PAVLYUCHIK 2017

Grant’s lost shot in the 8th didn’t quite work out and the
Canadians levelled it up, how did you feel going into the extra
end?

“

I was still quite calm and confident, having been
in that situation many times before. We knew if we played
100% we could win. After I had my hack weight hit and roll, we
always had a shot available which lifted the pressure.

Barbara:

“

“
“

Oh my goodness! Fantastic! We didn’t have
expectations going into the competition but we knew after a few
days that we could be in with a chance of a medal.

Barbara:

We’re used to playing with each other in super league at
home but it was a bit different out there! We worked pretty well as Any memories from immediately after winning shot?
a unit for sweeping and Billy was good at reassuring Grant and I
Barbara:
Billy kept saying through the week: “I really want to
was the same with Rhiann.
medal! I’ve never medalled before” which made me really want
What was your best memory of the week?
to win a medal – for him and Grant! I remember Rhiann
saying: “We’ve done it!” but after that I can’t really remember
Barbara:
My favourite on ice memory is undoubtedly the
much…
quarter final against Sweden, we all had our best game of the
week and to play 4 curlers who are still actively playing at such
And finally…Any plans to defend your title?
a high level on the word curling tour and beat them was great.
Barbara:
We hope to play together again in the Scottish
Billy:
Off ice was amazing too, Champery is a beautiful
Mixed because we had a lot of laughs together and enjoyed
place, but it was really special to be able to have our daughter
playing together.
Emma there. It didn’t matter how we got on, having your family
Billy:
I think we should try! We have got to try and win the
there is special. She was just really smiley and never upset, she
Scottish first, a lot of really good teams playing that so we’ll see
was always happy to see us.
how it goes and give it our best shot.

“

“

“

A lot of roasted cheese, and Billy did wear the same
pair of socks from Sweden on the last day!

If you want to try and take on the world champions and
represent Scotland, the Scottish Curling Mixed Championships
will take place on 25th-27th May 2017 at The Peak.

So did you feel any nerves before the final?

“

The final is always a bit more nervous…we didn’t have
the most comfortable start. In the morning it was a bit slower and
swingier and then through the day it got faster and straighter.
Billy:

“

“
“

Barbara:

“
“

“

“

Any pre match traditions or superstitions?

“

“
“

“

ENTRIES ARE OPEN UNTIL
31ST JANUARY, 2018 AND
CAN BE FOUND HERE >>
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#CURLFEST ROUND UP

CurlFest is an exciting new national campaign which rolled out across ten
ice rinks from 8th – 15th of October 2017.
Huge thanks go to all the rinks who got involved in CurlFest.
This year, they were
•
Ayr
•
Borders
•
Curl Aberdeen
•
Dumfries
•
Dundee
•
Intu Braehead
•
Kinross
•
Lockerbie
•
Moray
•
Stranraer
CurlFests’ varied from location to location but included lots of fun - bungee runs,
meet the Olympians, face painting and on ice games were some examples of the
activities that took place. It was a fantastic opportunity for ice rinks to open their doors
to the whole community, raising awareness of the sport in Scotland and attracting
potential new curlers.
Across the ten ice rinks almost 500 people of all ages and abilities got involved in
curling for the first time and were invited back along to the next Try Curling sessions.
(Dumfries had 30 people on the day sign up for future Try Curling sessions!)
We raised over £2000 across our ten locations for CurlFest’s charity partner Cash for Kids
and the mascot ‘Courage the Cat’ even made an appearance at a few of our ice rinks!
CurlFest was a massive success and we are already looking ahead to next season,
getting more ice rinks involved and benefiting from the event. Have a read at some of our
case studies to find out how some of the ice rinks got on
CURLFEST FUN AT KINROSS CURLING

“

An enjoyable ‘CurlFest’ was held at Kinross Curling rink on Sunday 8 October 2017.
The event was part of a national initiative by the sport’s governing body, the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club, to raise awareness of curling. Organiser Ena Stevenson said:
“People enjoyed the event and I’m delighted that several have signed up for our Try
Curling and Beginners courses.

“

LOCKERBIE CURLFEST – A ROARING SUCCESS

“
“

Lockerbie has a very strong track record in producing curlers who compete at
the very highest level, and it is always possible that new National, European, World and
Olympic champions will emerge from among the 67 new curlers who took part in our
Curlfest event. At the very least, lots of people had great fun on and off the ice.

“

BORDERS CURLFEST

We had a tremendous turnout of 61 new curlers taking to the ice for #CurlFest.
There was a tombola, a quiz and even a magic show! Thank you to all the volunteers administrators, bakers, coaches, helpers, and the spectators who turned out to support
our event. Pictured are members of the Boys Brigade – in historic costume, enjoying an
on ice session.

“

AYR CURLFEST

“

A great success! We had over 90 people, new to curling, who came along to see
what our great game was all about. There was also a fantastic response from Ayr CC
members, who manned the stalls, baked the cakes, bought the raffle tickets and brought
their friends to make a great atmosphere…We had face painting (pictured) home baking
and a tombola; as well as curling, or course. Thanks to Margaret Morton and Scott
Andrews who took time to come along and show their Olympic Medals, as well as an
extremely dedicated committee who make outr Curlfest so enjoyable.

“

A SELECTION OF CURLFEST PICS FROM
AROUND THE COUTRY

7
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A NEW CURLER’S STORY

Steve and Marie are new curlers; having both taken up the sport (relatively!) later in life. The pair were recently
asked why they took it up, and what they feel the benefits are. We’d like to take this opportunity to share their
story, with kind permission of writer Steve, and Forfar Virtual Curling Club.

Being with Letham Grange has allowed me to participate in
competitions and events well beyond what I thought I would
have been involved in, in my early days with the FVCC, anything
is possible, it can be as much or as little as you want it to be.
For me it has to be a lot, because I feel very passionate about
the game. It gives me great pleasure waking up on a winter
morning knowing that I have a game of curling that evening. It
gives winter a whole different meaning.
I enjoy meeting different curlers and hearing about their
experiences of the game, everyone has a story to tell, from the
young curlers to the veterans. I love the competitiveness and I
get such a buzz from the game, especially when you play a great
shot that helps the team, even if you don’t win, those shots stay
with you.
Curling is now a huge part of our lives, and although it has
only been 3 seasons, it’s better late than never, and it seems like
we have always done it. I wish I had been introduced to the
game many years ago, although age is no barrier in curling and
the different mix of people from all walks of life, makes curling
the special game that it is.
I am proud to be a curler.

“

“

I began Curling in March 2014 at the age of 43. I had watched the Sochi Winter Olympics. Team Muirhead and
Team Murdoch were representing Team GB. They were playing some of their games in the mornings (UK time)
before I was going out to work., otherwise I might have missed it. I told my wife Marie that I used to play on the
frozen ponds when I was a kid around St Vigeans with blocks of ice as curling stones, and how I had a fascination for the game.
My wife Marie mentioned that her mum curled at the local Forfar rink and because of this I found out through my mother in
law that there was Try Curling sessions at the rink. We both took part in these sessions along with other try curlers and really
enjoyed it. The coaches were fantastic and really encouraging, it was a good atmosphere, friendly and inviting. We agreed to
come back for the start of the next season as we were at the end of the current season.
The next season arrived and a beginners club was talked about, 19 try curlers set up the Forfar Virtual Curling Club (FVCC).
This was the beginning of my curling adventure. It felt good to be in with other curlers with the same ability.
The coaching for me was great, my confidence grew from week to week with the FVCC meeting every 2 weeks , but there was
also coaching every weekend if you wanted, which I did , with the expert coaches my curling was really improving and I was
really getting into it. After playing in a few games, I began to enjoy the camaraderie amongst curlers, even the losing wasn’t too
bad; what other sport do you get bought a drink when you lose? This respect to fellow curlers is unique.
The spirit of curling is hard to find in some other sports, and because of this positivity, it makes you want more.
As a member of the FVCC , I have been lucky enough to have been coached to play in all positions and this has been
invaluable to me, including being Skip of the team. After 2 years of FVCC , the idea is that you join one of the many clubs in the
area. I joined Letham Grange after one season as I grew up in Arbroath and knew a few of the members, so it seemed right.

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?
Complete our online form by...

NOVEMBER 21

ST

2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>
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DAT
COMPETITIONS
COMPETITIONS
for yourES
& EVENTS& EVENTSDIARY
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923
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Simply click on the dates for more information.
28th-29th October

ASHAM UNDER 17 SLAM
LANARKSHIRE

Lanarkshire Ice Rink
3rd-5th November

EJCT - BRAEHEAD JUNIOR
INTERNATIONAL
Intu Braehead

3rd-5th November

GOLDLINE SCOTTISH CURLING TOUR
– FORFAR CURL FEST

10th-12th November

SCOTTISH PROVINCE CHAMPIONSHIP
Greenacress Curling Rink
10th-12th November

ASHAM UNDER 21 SLAM – INVERNESS
JUNIOR INTERNATIONAL
Inverness Ice Centre

17th-25th November

LE GRUYERE AOP EUROPEAN
CURLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
St. Gallen, Switzerland

Forfar Indoor Sports
4th November

- NO
V

18th November

ASHAM UNDER 14 SLAM
Curl Aberdeen

SKILLS AWARDS CHALLENGE
Dewars Centre, Perth
7th-9th November

NATIONAL MASTERS CURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFIERS
Greenacress Curling Rink

DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE NEXT YOUR CURLER?

Complete our online form by...

NOVEMBER 21

ST

2017

Visit the RCCC website or click >>
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SCOTTISH CURLING MIXED DOUBLES
CHAMPIONSHIP 2017
18 teams competed at Curl Aberdeen between the 12th and 15th October for the right to represent Scotland at
the 2018 World Mixed Doubles Curling Championships in Ostersund, Sweden. Heading the pack were defending
champions Bruce Mouat/Gina Aitken and former champions Lee McCleary/Judith McCleary but with a much
expanded field. With mixed doubles known for throwing up surprises, it was all to play for. As the group stages
progressed, Mouat/Aitken picked up where they left off winning all of their section games. New teams Claire
Hamilton/Scott Andrews and Fraser Kingan/Jayne Stirling
found instant chemistry and won their opening few games
and qualified comfortably for the playoffs.

The 3 other playoff spots were determined by tiebreakers. Bobby
Lammie and Rachel Hannen saw off Duncan Menzies and Hazel Smith;
the McCleary’s edged out the husband and wife combo of Tom and Kim
Brewster while Naomi Brown and Euan Kyle defeated Greg Drummond
and Vicky Wright. With two teams qualifying directly to the semi-finals
the section winners: Aitken/Mouat, Kingan/Stirling and Lammie/Hannen
were ranked by the crucial draw shot challenge averages and the
draw for the quarter finals were set as Aitken/Mouat missed out on an
automatic semi-final berth by the slimmest of margins.
Sunday morning started with a repeat of last year’s final
as Aitken/Mouat faced off against long-time domestic rivals Lee and
Judith McCleary. Greater hammer efficiency meant that the McCleary’s
controlled the game and ran their opponents out of stones in the 8th
end to seal an 8-5 win in a reverse of last year’s final. Meanwhile, 3
SCMD2017 WINNERS FRASER KINGAN AND JAYNE STIRLING.
consecutive stolen ends meant that Brown/Kyle won over Hamilton/
ARTICLE: EOIN MCCROSSAN. PICTURE: PAMELA GRAHAM.
Andrews by a score of 7-5.
The semi-finals saw Kingan/Stirling race into a 5-0 lead over the McClearys in display of high quality shot making including a memorable precise hit
through a port by Stirling. Despite a steal in the 6th end, Kingan/Stirling ran out 7-3 winners and guaranteed new Mixed Doubles national champions.
Lammie/Hannen took an early 3-0 lead which enabled them to control the game. Forcing their opponents effectively to 1 in the 6th end enabled them to
use their power play effectively in 7 before seeing out a 6-2 win.
Thus, the final pitted two new pairs against each other in their first Scottish Mixed Doubles finals. In fact, it marked the first Scottish final for both
Kingan and Stirling. After a shaky start, losing a three in the first end, Kingan/Stirling went from strength to strength, scoring 7 unanswered points across
4 ends. With Lammie/Hannen playing aggressively for the steal, Stirling was left with a delicate tap back which was excuted perfectly to score 3 points in
the 7th end and saw her team take an unassailable 10-5 lead and book their tickets to Sweden in April.

VISION IMPAIRED CURLING COACHING
On Saturday 21st October a very successful ‘Curling with Vision Impaired
Curlers’ was held at the RCCC Head office and the NCA, Stirling. Four coaches
from The Peak and Murrayfield attended, along with members of the VICKS
club and the Forth Valley Sensory Centre.

ARTICLE AND PIC: HELLEN KALLOW

The morning’s discussions focussed on ‘The person, not the impairment’ and included
discussion about why people curl and the issues those with a vison impairment face when
accessing physical activity. Some of the coaches’ safety concerns were addressed, as well
as the development of the game and future plans. Brenda Whyte from the Forth Valley
Sensory Centre led a session on sighted guiding, which saw coaches negotiating the RCCC
offices, doorways, corridors and communal stairs whilst blindfolded or guiding the willing
volunteers from the sensory centre who were genuinely blind. Thankfully, the guides were
all excellent and no injuries were sustained! Dottie, Bill and Alan from the VICKS (Vision
Impaired Curlers Kinross) led with sessions on the ice where coaches were able to introduce
new curlers with a vision impairment to the game as well as coaching experienced vision
impaired curlers. The afternoon finished with a game which was hotly contested. The verdict
from our newest curlers ‘It was awesome!’ Plans are progressing to provide some curling for
those with a vision impairment at the Peak. In the future it is hoped that more coaches and
volunteers will join in providing opportunities for people with a vision impairment to enjoy
curling. The RCCC website is in the process of being updated with some resources to help. If
any other rinks would like advice on how to get started, please contact Helen Kallow, RCCC
Disability Development Officer.

COACHING SEASON UNDERWAY
The coaching season has got off to a flying start. Two Level 1 courses have taken place at Dumfries Ice Bowl and Murrayfield Ice
Rink, there have also been numerous CPD and Safeguarding and Protecting Children workshops and the annual Coaching and
Development Conference, which took place at Hamilton Ice Rink.
There are lots workshops and course to follow until the end for the year up and down the country. Check our website for more details >>

ARTICLE: FIONA HARFIELD
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ASHAM JUNIOR SLAMS CONTESTS

KINROSS

The Junior Women’s final was a contest between Team Morrison
(Aberdeen) and Team Davie (Stirling) who both qualified from the
same section and won their semi-final games; Morrison defeated Bryce in a close
game stealing the last end to win 5-3, while Davie ran Findlay out of stones to win
6-2.

A great final for the spectators saw Rebecca Morrison draw for 3 counters in the 4th end to take
a 5-1 lead. Scoring singles in the 5th and 7th end, Team Davie then ran out of stones in the 8th end
which saw Team Morrison claim the Kinross Junior Classic title.
On the Junior Men’s side two teams dominated their semi-finals; Team Craik defeated Team
Morton by 9-0 and Team Kinnear beat Team Haswell 8-3.
The final was a very attacking game between Teams Craik (Forfar) and Kinnear (Perth) with some
fantastic shots made, particularly the double runback from James Craik with his last stone in the
2nd end to score 3 shots and take a 3-1 lead. Kinnear fought back but was unable to capitalise and
Craik was left with an open hit to score another 4 counters in the 4th end to make the score 7-2. In the 7th end, Kinnear was only able to score one with
an open draw and shook hands with the score at 8-4.
These results meant that after 2 of 4 events, Team Craik’s win took them to the top of the men’s leader-board with Team Davie maintaining a slim 2
point advantage over Team Morrison. Many thanks to all at Kinross Curling, as well as our team of umpires and time clock volunteers, for running such a
fantastic event.

LOCKERBIE &
HAMILTON

Team Craik (pictured) underlined their win at
Lockerbie with a second successive Asham Under 17
slam win.
The team started the season winning the Stevenson Trophy
at Lockerbie. James Craik wasn’t playing but Angus Bryce,
Mathew McKenzie, Niall Ryder and Laura Watt won all their
games to lift the trophy. With skip, James Craik, back in the
team at Hamilton they topped their section before putting in
some strong performances in the playoff stages to wrap up
the title beating Team McCormack in the final 6-2.

BRAEHEAD

Sixteen teams from all over Scotland
travelled to Braehead to play in the first
Asham Under 14 slam of the season. This competition
showcases the upcoming young talent and quite a few of
the players already have their sights set on playing in future
Olympic Games.

The 16 teams were split into four sections and play four end games.
The four section winners were Teams Mitchell, Carson, Munro and
Braehead Rockers.
In the high road semi-finals, Team Munro (Stranraer) beat Team
Carson, and Braehead Rockers edged past Team Mitchell. So the high
road final was Team Munro ( Ben Kyle, Rory Dodds, Findlay Hare and skip Robyn Munro) against Braehead Rockers ( Heather Walsh, Carys Ross, Cameron
Harkins and skip James Bacon)
An aggressive start from Team Munro saw them with two stones in the four foot. However, a great shot from the Braehead Rockers second player
promoted one of their stones also into the four foot. This stone was removed by Team Munro and when it came to Braehead Rockers final stone, skip
James was facing 3 shots. A slightly heavy draw by James Bacon left Team Munro team picking up 3 shots and an early lead.
The second end started very well for Braehead Rockers but two terrific take outs by Rory Dodds, playing
second for Team Munro gave them control of the end and Team Munro stole a score of 1 to lead by 4 shots. At
the third end, skip Robyn Munro, showed her experience, by getting her team to draw stone after stone into
the house forcing Braehead Rockers to play a defensive end. James Bacon, skip of Braehead Rockers, was facing
several stones with his last delivery but did manage to reduce the score to only 1.
In the final end, Braehead Rockers, with some fine play, did manage to score 3 but it was not enough to
force an extra end and Team Munro won 5-3.
It has to be said that every member of Team Munro, skipped by Robyn, played to an excellent high
standard in the final and throughout the competition. They were worthy champions of the Asham Under 14 slam.
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STIRLING WHEELCHAIR
CURLING
INTERNATIONAL
INVITATION - 2017
The third year of the event at the Peak, Stirling, 17th
to 20th October, saw the cream of the world’s wheelchair
curlers gather to do battle. Eight teams representing the
official Curling Associations of the respective countries
took part. Norway, current world champions and three
times holder of our trophy, would have to fight of the
world silver and bronze medalists, as well as two other
world top ten ranked teams and three just outside the top
ten.
It was as you might expect, a tremendous show of curling skill,
played on great ice, resulting in an exciting week of sport. It went
right to the last game on Friday, when Russia, world silver medalist,
overcame a plucky Scottish outfit, world bronze medalist, to emerge
victorious at 5 shots to 4 after the very last stone. It was that close.
Team Switzerland slotted into third
place. The world champions, Norway, after a sticky start could only
make sixth spot.

PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS THE VICTORIOUS TEAM RUSSIA WITH THEIR TROPHY.
FROM LEFT TO RIGHT AS VIEWED; ANDREY SMIRNOV,
KONSTANTIN KIEROKHTIN, ALEXANDER SHEVCHENKO,
MARAT ROMANOV, DARIA SHCHUKINO.
ON THE BACK ROW: ANTON BATUGIN (COACH),
ANDY HEMMING (SWCII), CHRISTINE SIMPSON (PROVOST),
SANDY LEES (AGL SPONSOR), AND JUDY MACKENZIE (SWCII).
PHOTO AND ARTICLE CREDIT: IAN MCNEISH

SCOTTISH CURLING SENIOR
MIXED CHAMPIONSHIP 2017
The Scottish Curling Senior Mixed Championship was contested over the
weekend of the 7th – 9th October, at Stranraer Ice Rink. In a close final which
went to the last stone of an extra end, Team Adam won the title. The team
(pictured) comprised Graeme Adam, Alison MacLennan, Stuart Wilson and
Carolyn Hibberd.
The competition attracted ten entries played in two sections with the
winners and runners-up in each section going on to contest the semi-finals.
The round robin produced some quality curling and some closely contested
matches.
The first semi-final saw eventual winners Team Adam take an early lead
over Team McQueen with scores of 2 and the first two ends. Singles were
traded at the next two ends and a decisive four at the fifth secured Team
Adam their place in the final.
The other semi-final pitched Team Cannon against the undefeated Team
Kesley skipped by David Aitken. With the loss of a 3 at the first end Team
Kesley bounced back with a 3 at the second. Team Cannon then edged
ahead with singles at the third, fourth and sixth ends. Team Kesley gave
themselves a chance with a 2 at the seventh but Team Cannon secured their
win with a 2 at the last.
In the final Team Cannon stole singles at the first and second ends. A
single by Team Adam at the third was followed by steals of 2 and 1 to give
Team Adam a 4-2 lead. With singles traded at the sixth and seventh, Team
Cannon were left needing a 2 at the last to take the tie to an extra end. Skip
Jim Cannon duly obliged but was then unable to fully utilise the guards in
the extra end leaving skip Graeme Adam a shot with his last to secure the
win.
RCCC President Jim Cullen thanked McMillan Hotels for their generosity
and support, umpire Stewart Robertson for ably overseeing the event and
the ice staff for the ice, all of which was endorsed by winning skip Graeme
Adam in his reply.
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