
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the 58th Annual General Meeting of the Ladies’ Branch of the Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club held on Tuesday, 8th May 2018 at 2pm. 
 
 
Present 
Office Bearers:  Margaret Pottie (President), Margaret Nicol (Vice President), Morag Wellman (Junior 
Vice President), Gail Munro (Treasurer), Kate Caithness OBE (Honorary President) 
 
Past Presidents:  Brenda MacIntyre (Belmaduthy), Fiona Hardie (Crocketford), Kathleen Scott 
(Dunkeld), Anne Malcolm (Hercules Ladies), Kay Gibb (Northern Lights), Jan Howard (Reform), 
Marion Fraser (Strathkinness)  
 
Centre Representatives: Corrie Lawrence (Ayr), Elspeth Bell (Borders), Liz Paul (Braehead), Marion 
Mather (Dumfries), Anne Shaw (Forfar), Elaine Telfer (Greenacres), Ann Gibb (Inverness), Fiona 
Rutherford (Kinross), Trisha Petrie (Kirkcaldy), Fiona Motion (Lanarkshire), Isobel Edwards 
(Murrayfield),  Ann-Maree Davidson (Perth),  Anna Burnside (Stirling), Jackie Orr (Waterfront) 
 
New Centre Representatives: Nancy Gallacher (Dumfries), Sandra MacIver (Forres), Irene Baillie 
(Kinross), Jesme Brown (Lanarkshire), Marion Murdoch (Lockerbie), Carolyn Tough (Murrayfield) 
 
Invited Guests:  George Asher Esq (HM Lord-Lieutenant of Nairnshire), Bruce Crawford (CEO), Jim 
Cullen (RCCC President), Hannah Fleming (Lochmaben Castle) 
 
Individual Members (in alphabetically order by club):  Barbara Baird (Abdie Ladies), Judith Dixon 
(Borders), Ann Turnbull (Cambo Ladies), Margaret Gibb (Canadian Tour 1995), Fiona Hardie 
(Crocketford), Norman Nicol (Currie & Balerno), Marion Murdoch (Dryfesdale), Dorothy Borthwick 
(Dunfermline Ladies), Irene Baillie (Dunfermline Ladies), Jean Waddell (Ford Ladies), Lillian Carnegie 
(Forfar Ladies), Margaret Mauchline (Forth Valley Ladies), Carolyn Nicoll (Fotheringham), Elizabeth 
Shaw (Galston Haymouth), Mary Shaw (Galston Haymouth), Elizabeth Tawse (Haddo House), 
Maureen Fraser (Highland Ladies), Margaret Hastie (Inverness), Brian McArtney (Letham Grange), 
Jane McArtney (Letham Grange), Hannah Fleming (Lochmaben Castle), Susan Fleming (Lochmaben 
Castle), Morven Bruce (Lochness), Shelagh Fulton (Lynedoch Ladies), Irene Manson (Moray Firth 
Ladies), Marlyn McKenzie (Moray Firth Ladies), Bob Pottie (Nairn), Anne Jackson( Nairn Ladies), 
Anne MacLean (Nairn Ladies), Irene Macarthur (Nairn Ladies), Jane Austin (Nairn Ladies), Janet 
Burns (Nairn Ladies), Kate McArdle (Nairn Ladies), Mary L Bunker (Nairn Ladies), Moira Clark (Nairn 
Ladies), Sylvia Bochel (Nairn Ladies), Wilma Kerr (Nairn Ladies), Heather Billet (Nairn Ladies), Nancy 
Gallacher (Nithsdale Ladies), Beryl Harley (Orwell Ladies), Helen Pirnie (Perth), Dorothy Greenhorn 
(Raith & Abbotshall), Anne Buchan (Raith & Abbotsford), David Howard (Reform), Marion Malcolm 
(Rubislaw), Ruth Addinall (SIAE), Beverley Brown (St.Andrews), Michele Brodie (Stirling Ladies), 
Fiona Motion (Stra'ven Ladies), May Steel (Symington) 
 
1. Welcome 

President Margaret: Good afternoon honoured guests, sister and brother curlers it gives me 
great pleasure to welcome you to (always sunny) Nairn and the 58th Annual General Meeting of 
the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  Nairn of course is known as the 
Brighton of the North.  A special welcome to those at their first AGM and those who have travelled 
a long distance to be here today, thank you for coming.   Before continuing may I ask you all to 
take note of the fire exits.  We are not expecting a fire drill today so should the alarm sound make 
your way to the nearest exit from where you are seated.  Also, please make sure that your 
mobiles are switched off or on silent.  
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I would now like to introduce the Lord Lieutenant of Nairn-shire George Asher to welcome you to 
Nairn today.  George is joint Managing Director of Ashers Bakery, in Nairn, with 12 retail outlets 
around the Moray Firth employing 160 people.  As well as being a fellow curler, he has held 
several voluntary positions both locally and nationally.  He has been Captain of the local Golf Club 
and is currently Chairman Elect of the British Confectioners Association.  
George I am delighted that you are able to come and speak to us today.  (Applause) 

 
Lord Lieutenant of Nairn-shire George Asher: Good afternoon President Margaret, distinguish 
guests, sister and brother curlers.  It is a pleasure to welcome you here today to Nairn and to the 
Newton Hotel.  This room also boasts the Nairn curling club infamous annual dinner court.  I have 
had the dubious pleasure of speaking at that a couple of times and I don’t think that I am giving 
too much away when I say that just in the far end of the room here, we had some good old 
fashioned stocks and a hundred drunken men being put in them; so Margaret I’m hoping I may 
face a more sober and less hostile event today. 
The Newton hotel was originally the summer home of Viscount Finlay who was General and Lord 
Chancellor.  But maybe most importantly he was the patron of the Nairn Curling Club.  I’m not 
sure that he had much time to curl as he went on to be to be appointed to the Court of Arbitration 
in the Haig and in 1921 he was elected a judge of the permanent court of International Justice.  I 
have no doubt he needed all his international diplomacy to keep the rowdy curlers from Nairn on 
the straight and narrow.  Charlie Chaplin also used to come to this hotel for his holidays, for many 
summers in the last few years of his live. 
It’s an honour for Nairn and especially for Nairn Ladies Curling Club, that Margaret was elected as 
Ladies Branch President.  It is quite a commitment to take on this role, which is probably why 
Margaret tells me that she is only the second lady from the north that has done such.   
I read your blog Margaret and you and Bob have certainly clocked up so many miles during your 
year as President.  It seems that Jack Frosts Russian cousin, the beast from the east had a 
significant impact on your year, so congratulations. 
Nairn Ladies Curling Club also cerebrates its 50th year this year, so I am sure having the AGM 
here is a welcome addition to Margaret’s milestone. 
There are longer established ladies curling clubs in the area, as initially Nairn Ladies was part of 
the Nairn Curling Club.  However 50 years ago they got fed up with the men telling then what to 
do and they set up their own club and quite rightly have never looked back since. 
I come from a long line of curlers, as does Margaret’s family and I have had the pleasure of 
curling with three generations of the Pottie family; and no offence Margaret, but they do seem to 
get better and better with every generation! 
First official record of curling in Nairn was in 1854 when there was planning applied to build a 
curling pond.  I think the Pottie family would’ve been playing there pretty soon after. 
I’ve been asked to keep my welcome very brief today, so I would just like to share one story with 
you all. 
A couple of years ago we were playing a critical Murray Province third division match, after 4 ends 
we were 8 nil down and staring relegation in the face.  Except there was no relegation this is as 
low as it goes in the Murray Province.  So, our skip calls us all together and says come on boys 
it’s still possible to win this game, ‘we are gonna rise like a pheasant out of the flames’……So our 
third has a wee chuckle and says skip ‘don’t you mean that we are going to rise like a phoenix out 
of the flames’.  Aye said our skip I knew it began with an F (laughter) 
Ladies and gentlemen my time is up, thank you for those who have attended today, I hope that 
the ladies game at every level in Scotland continues to flourish.  Congratulations again Margaret 
on a successful and very busy year and best wishes to incoming President Margaret who will take 
over soon.  Thank you very much.  (Applause) 

 
President Margaret: Thank you very much George.  If you see George leaving early it’s not that 
he’s fed up, it’s because he has another appointment.  
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Now to the serious part of the AGM.  In your booklet, which you will find on your seat, you should 
find details of Apologies, Obituaries, New and Resigned clubs and the Ladies Branch accounts.  
Should you wish to address the meeting, please raise your hand and await invitation to make your 
way to the front or wait for the roving microphone, then state your name and club before 
speaking.  If anyone has any further apologies not published in the booklet please ensure that you 
give this information to Elaine after the meeting. 
I would now like to introduce the top table, who I think are probably well known to most of you. 
On my left is Margaret Nicol (Vice President) and beside her is Junior Vice President Morag 
Wellman and at the far end is Gail Munro, Honorary Treasurer to the right of me is Elaine Mills 
who is taking the minutes today, so welcome to them all. 
I am also delighted to welcome Honorary President Kate Caithness OBE and President of the 
World Curling Federation, she is seated in the front row.  It is a pleasure to welcome our Past 
Presidents and I would like us all to acknowledge them.  Past Presidents please stand so we can 
thank you properly for coming along (Applause) Thank you Ladies. 
Now to our honoured guests President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, Jim Cullen and 
Chief Executive Officer Bruce Crawford.  You are all welcome. 

 
2. Apologies 

President Margaret:  We have received apologies and apart from those already noted in the 
booklet, Susan Kelsey, Lynn Stevenson, Kirsty Letham and from my 2015 tour member Fiona 
McFarlane, Alison Taylor and Elaine Paterson.  If anybody knows of anyone else, please let 
Elaine know for the minutes. 
 
Past Presidents:  Jenny Bain (Carrington), Joan Forrest (Coldstream and Hirsel), Sheila Watson 
(Cumnock & District), Irene Hird (Dollar Ladies), Mary Tyre (Dundonald), Ena Stevenson 
(Dunfermline Ladies), Marion Craig (East Kilbride & Haremyers), Marjorie Kidd (Edinburgh 
Ladies), Sheila Miller (Edinburgh Ladies), Marjory McLachlan (Falkirk Ladies), Alison McDermid 
(Glasgow Ladies), Johan Steele (Lesmahagow Ladies), Mary Anne McWilliam (Portpatrick), 
Patricia Thomson (Rolling Stones) 
 
Centre Representatives: Helen Murray-Lyon (Gourock Ladies), Claire McCormick (Greenacres), 
Trisha Petrie (Kirkcaldy), Ann Johnstone (Lockerbie), Lyn Brown (Stranraer) 

 
Invited Guests: Vicki Adams (Portpatrick), Tom Andrews (Symington), Liz Cullen (Earlston), 
Lauren Gray (Balfron), Susan Kesley (Currie & Balerno), Barbara McFarlane (Keir), Rhiann 
Macleod (Meldrum & Daviot), Angela Malone (Braehead Wheelchair), Judith McCleary (RCCC 
Head of Development),  Rebecca Morrison (Curl Aberdeen Juniors), Eve Muirhead (Dunkeld), 
Aileen Neilson (Braehead Wheelchair),  Rob Niven (RCCC Board Chairman), Kelly Schafer 
(Dun), Anna Sloan (Hutton), Nancy Smith (Stewarton Heather), Jayne Stirling (Gogar Park) 
 
Individuals: Frances Henderson (Abbey), Irene Robertson (Abdie Ladies), Isla Kinnear (Abdie), 
Cath Costello (Ayr), Lorna Alexander (Ayr Country), Maureen Griffiths (Balfron), Margaret 
Robertson (Bathgate), Gillian MacDonald (Beresford Ladies), Christine Cheap (Blair Atholl), 
Morag Bisset (Bothwell Ladies), Margaret Richardson (Cadzow), Sandra South (Cairngorm 
Ladies), Linda Haswell (Castle Kennedy), Kath Murray (Corstorphine Ladies), Yvonne Chalmers 
(Crossmyloof), Susan Skene (Dalhousie Ladies), Margaret White (Dalmellington Craigengillan), 
Caroleen Clark (Druids), Helen Watson (Drymen), Anne Harvie (Dumbreck Ladies), Lynne 
Stevenson (Dunfermline Ladies), Linsey McGillivray (Earlston), Marjorie Liston (Edinburgh 
Ladies), Janet Lynch (Errol), Christine Ross (Eskdale), Gillian Duff (Forfar Ladies), Joyce White 
(Forfar Ladies), Shona Kilgour (Fothringham), Liz Boswell (Galston Haymouth), Gordon Boswell 
(Galston Haymouth), Fiona MacFarlane (Glasgow Ladies), Judy MacKenzie (Glasgow Ladies), 
Sheena Boyd (Glasgow Ladies), Helen Mathieson (Greenlaw), Sheila Main (Haddington), Jenny 
Stark (Heart of the Highland), Pat Hughes (Hercules Ladies), Mo Simpson (Highland Wheelchair), 
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Gill Neil (Holyrood), Lesley Ronald (Kingsmill), Anne Moore (Kinross Ladies), Pat Galloway 
(Kirkoswald), Marnie Ewart (Kirriemuir & District Ladies), Vicky Wright (Leswalt), Margaret Belk 
(Lockerbie Virtual), Claire McLaren (Lynedoch Ladies), Louise Oliphant (Lynedoch Ladies), Alan 
Stanfield (Nairn), Roni Gray (Nondescripts), Bridie Graham (Orwell Ladies), Maggie Scott (Orwell 
Ladies), Margaret Cairns (Perth Ladies), Morag Erskine (Pitlessie & Markinch), Gillian Drury 
(Rolling Stones), Marion McCormick (69'), Vicky Gumley (Stewart's Melville FP), Anne Baynes 
(Stranraer Ladies), Penelope Richardson (Tarbolton), Annette MacDonald (West Stirlingshire 
Ladies), Jeanette Johnston (FISU CT Chair Curling) 

 
3. In Memoriam 

President Margaret: In your booklet, we have a list of those who have passed away; added to 
that list should be Jean Arbuckle (Abdie Ladies). 
Would you please join with me in a few moments’ reflection, as we remember those curlers who 
have passed since last year’s AGM.  (A minute silence was observed).  Thank you everyone. 
 

Individual Members (in alphabetical order by club): Margaret Scrymgeor (Balruddery), Sheila 
Morris (Borders Wheelchair), Yvonne Birnie (Cairngorm Ladies), Lorna McGibbon (Cairngorm 
Ladies), Helen Morton (Carnell), Ann Johnstone (Crocketford), Tricia Petrie (Dunfermline), Cathy 
Allan MBE (Duntocher Ladies), Elizabeth Paton (Edinburgh Ladies), Margaret Bolland (Gourock 
Ladies), Millie Howison (Gourock Ladies), Catherine Beattie (Granite City Ladies), Lori Taylor 
(Kennoway), Ann McGarvay (Kilmacolm), Betty Bruce (Kinross Ladies), Jean Chapman (Kippen), 
Jess Paterson (Kippen), Marion Hodge (Kirkoswald), Margaret Sommerville (Lanark Ladies), Jane 
McNabb (Lenzie), Elizabeth Grierson (Loch Connal), Jean Osborne (Nithsdale Ladies), Janette 
Johnstone (Portpatrick), Christine Quinn (Portpatrick), Barbara Ritchie (Raith & Abbotsford), 
Lucille Thomson (Raith & Abbotshill Ladies), Carol Richmond (Rolling Stones), Beatrice Kerr 
(South Lanarkshire Wheelchair), Marie Kerr (St Boswells), Jean R McColm (Stoneykirk), Margaret 
Sharp (Stoneykirk), Liz Fleming (Stra’ven Ladies), Clare Smith (Threave Ladies), Gillian Christine 
Charters-McDowell (Club not noted), Jean McNabb (Club not noted) 

 
4. Minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting 

President  Margaret: The minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday, 9th May 
2017 at Greenacres Ice Rink, Renfrew have been published online and no amendments have 
been notified to me.  Can I take these minutes as read? 
 
President Margaret: Could I have a proposer please? 
Proposer: Past President Jan Howard (Reform): I would like to propose the adoption of the 
minutes from last year on the 9th May 2017. 
 
President Margaret: Do we have a seconder? 
Seconder: Liz Paul (Glasgow Ladies): I would be delighted to second the minutes for the 57th 
AGM. 
 
President Margaret: Thank you 
 

5. Business arising from the Minutes 
President Margaret:  We have no business arising from the minutes as such.  Does anyone 
have any matters arising from the minutes that will not be covered in the Agenda? 
If not we will go on to the next item.  None.  Okay, thank you very much. 
 

6. New Clubs and Resignations 
President Margaret:  Again, new clubs and resignations from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
are listed in the booklet.   
 
New Clubs 2017-2018: There are no new clubs for this season 

 
Resigned Clubs 2017-2018: Alpha Ladies, Cambo Ladies, Stirling & District Ladies 
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7. President’s Report 
President Margaret:  Before I come to my president’s report I should let you know that I have just 
learned how to put my photos on PowerPoint, so while I am talking you will see a very amateurish 
presentation of my exploits and Kate is going to help me with this. 
When I was persuaded to be President of Northern Counties Lady curlers away back in 2010 and 
therefore became a rep on Ladies Branch, I had no idea that it would eventually lead to me 
becoming Lady President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  Thank you, Brenda Macintyre 
and Marion Fraser, for crediting me with more confidence than I knew I had myself.   
How did I get here I ask myself – well I just said yes – it’s amazing what you can do when you put 
yourself up for the challenge.  As a club curler and not involved in high level competitions it was a 
steep learning curve and I have learned much during these last three years.  I have used the 
Operating Manual as my curling Bible; it is an extremely useful booklet covering the duties of LSC 
Representative, Junior Vice President, Vice President and President, as well as other useful 
information on competitions.  This same bible states that the objects of Ladies Branch are to 
foster and encourage the game of curling for women in Scotland and to promote friendship 
among women curlers worldwide.  
The past year has flown by and I have had a challenging yet rewarding year as President and met 
many interesting people as I travelled to competitions, both home and abroad clocking up many 
thousands of road miles, not to mention air miles. 
My first duty pre-AGM was to meet with CEO Bruce and RCCC President Jim to decide who was 
going to represent the RCCC at home and abroad.  On my way home from the AGM in 
Greenacres I had the pleasure of attending the 50th Anniversary of Dalhousie Ladies Curling 
Club, kindly hosted by their Patron Lady Dalhousie at Brechin Castle – a great start to my year as 
President.  I chaired my first Ladies Standing Committee meeting on 6th June and before the 
RCCC AGM on 17th June I attended the Women and Girls in curling seminar.  In our busy year 
this has been on the back burner and no further meetings took place.  Hopefully in the future 
more may become of the ideas put forward.  Following the AGM I attended by my first Board 
meeting.  Afterwards an enjoyable evening out in Glasgow was hosted by newly elected RCCC 
President Jim Cullen and at his suggestion Bob and I had a walk the next day in Glasgow to see 
the Billy Connolly murals, before travelling home. 
Later in June I attended my first Competition Committee meeting.  During July the executive 
made the Henderson Bishop Draw in Ochil House, then followed a trip to Stirling to join with the 
junior curlers at their RCCC summer camp.  Bob and I attended a morning lecture focusing on the 
path to follow for a curling career.  Later we had lunch with the participants, coaches and 
volunteers and observed the curling, but watched from a distance while they were in the splash 
pool.  It was great to see the fun had by all involved, socialising and making new friends.  A huge 
thank you to Ailidh and her team of coaches and volunteers. 
August brought me to Kelvingrove Bowling and Tennis Club for an Away Day with the RCCC 
office staff and Board members, and we were joined by Alison Lunn and Sarah Birrell from Sport 
Scotland.  It was a new experience for many to try bowling and this informal day was a good 
opportunity to get to know everyone.  Duncan Caithness from Bowls Scotland came along to help 
with the bowling session.  
Another duty over the summer was to update the Operating Manual and this was done with the 
help of the rest of the Executive. 
In September Ladies branch meeting was followed by Competition and Rules Committee 
meetings.  Lanarkshire hosted the Pointe Claire Reunion where I joined with all fellow tourers 
(men and ladies) who had visited Pointe Claire on their visit to Canada.  At the end of September 
I travelled to Kinross to the under 21 Slam, staying with our past President Marion Fraser on the 
Saturday night.  It was lovely to catch up with all her news.  Back to Kinross for the final day of the 
slam.  The standard of curling was most impressive and I very much enjoyed watching the 
games.  I then travelled to Stirling and stayed overnight ready for our meeting and Ladies Branch 
Bonspiel the next day.  
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The Bonspiel at the Peak was well attended and we had a full complement of rinks, made up from 
LSC reps and their guests.  Following the curling the ladies enjoyed a lunch after which the 
winners were presented with the trophy.  
A busy October followed – a Board meeting in Stirling on the 4th and then after a weekend break 
joined our Wengen curling friends in a reunion weekend in Perth.  After a visit to our daughter and 
family holidaying in Comrie, Bob and I travelled to Aberdeen to the Scottish Mixed Doubles 
Competition.  From Aberdeen we travelled down to Stirling in torrential rain for a Competition 
Committee meeting on the 16th at Ochil House 
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the Priestfield Quaich, our annual battle against the ASC 
and Board at the end of October, but this was ably run by VP Margaret Nicol.  No trophy for the 
Ladies this time, but a good day out was had by all.  
At the beginning of November I travelled to Kelso for our Canadian Tourers reunion, enjoying a 
day out at Kelso races. Nobody returned with a fortune, but a good day out was had by one and 
all.  
I attended a competitions Committee on 15th November and on 16th Margaret Nicol and I, with 
hubbies in tow, travelled to St Gallen and the European Curling Championships.  What a thrill to 
witness our women take the gold medal and the men the silver.  RCCC President Jim Cullen 
proudly presented the medals to our teams. 
Back home to do lots of preparation for our 5th December meeting– Henderson Bishop Bids, 
Henderson Bishop Draw and plans for the next One Day Ladies Bonspiel to be held in Forfar in 
February 2018. 
To show our support for the Junior curlers Vice President Margaret Nicol, Junior Vice President 
Morag Wellman and I travelled to Perth on 9th December for the under 14 Slam and I went to 
Forfar on the 28th and 29th for the under 17 Slam.  Margaret attended the Junior Club Challenge 
on 6th and 7th January at Murrayfield.  It is good to see the next generation of curlers coming 
through and the standard of curling so high.  I attended a Board meeting on 12th December at 
which the change to Scottish Curling was brought up.  Pamela Graham gave a presentation. I 
expressed my concern that ordinary members had not been consulted and that I would not be 
able to inform the Ladies Standing Committee before the announcement.  A vote was taken and 
passed unanimously by the Board.  I do not have a vote, but later it was agreed that the LSC 
would be notified in advance of the announcement and this was done. I attended the 
Competitions Committee meeting on 10th January.  
In mid-January Bob and I travelled to the Four Nations competition at Stranraer and on the way 
stopped off to watch the morning and afternoon games of the Glynhill Ladies International, at 
Braehead on Friday 19th.  With snow in Europe flights were delayed and some teams struggled to 
get to the rink on time.  We stayed longer than we meant to as the games were so exciting to 
watch. The Swiss team emerged as eventual winners of the competition.  Vice President 
Margaret and her husband Norman attended the banquet in my place on the Saturday night. 
The Four Nations this year was organised by Ireland and on the Saturday night after our meal we 
were entertained by Trim the Velvet, a troupe of Dancers from Ireland.  They were fabulous and 
the dance floor of North West Castle fairly rang with the sound of their tapping.   
In the ladies’ competition against England we retained the Connie Miller Trophy.  Back home for a 
few days then off to Aberdeen where VP Margaret and I both attended the Scottish Junior 
Championships.   For me it was exciting to see two North girls in the finals and eventually one in 
Rebecca Morrison’s winning team. The following week VP Margaret, JVP Morag and I played in 
friendly games along with the Canadian men’s Touring teams at Murrayfield and in the evening 
attended their closing banquet, when the Strathcona Cup was presented to the winning Canadian 
Teams. 
Next stop was the Scottish Championships in Perth and I travelled down at the beginning of the 
week to watch the curling, also attend a Board meeting.  Back home mid-week to babysit my 
grandchildren and collect Bob before travelling back to Perth to watch the rest of the curling. I 



7 
 

proudly presented the trophy and medals to the winning men’s team, while RCCC President Jim 
Cullen presented the women with their trophy and medals.  
Directly from the Scottish Championships I travelled to Forfar, staying with my Canadian Tour skip 
Carolyn Nicol and going to the Ladies One day Bonspiel next day.  It had been a struggle to find 
teams to play, but the effort was worth it as an excellent day was had by all. The day ended with 
two of the Forfar juniors in the winning team and the excitement on their faces was a joy to see.  It 
is an excellent way for our newer members to meet and enjoy some friendly competition.  
After Forfar I spent a few days at home then I travelled to the Scottish Seniors in Braehead held 
from the 22nd till 25th February, this year with an increased number of teams.  From there it was 
across Glasgow to the Lanarkshire Ice rink and the Henderson Bishop.  After the first day’s 
curling a civic reception hosted by Lanarkshire Council was held in the Low Parks Museum, a 
very appropriate venue, being near to the birthplace of Andrew Henderson Bishop in Muir Street. 
The competition ran all day Tuesday and in the evening, there was a supper and fun night at the 
Ice Rink – I now know what a frog race is.  My goodness the concentration on the Ladies faces as 
they tried to get these frogs to move, was a picture!  As we were inside, the Beast from the East 
struck with a vengeance – snow everywhere, and no public transport of any kind.  But we made it 
back to our hotel.  Next day more snow, but the competition continued.  Fiona Motion had a 
difficult time trying to rearrange tables as there was call off after call off for the evening banquet. 
Roads were closed, people were stranded, the top table guests were unable to come and there 
was no entertainer.  However, with the help of Beryl Niven and some home entertainment an 
enjoyable evening was had by all.  Next day Robin Bishop, the grandson of Andrew Henderson 
Bishop who gifted the Trophy and should have been our guest at the banquet, was able to be 
there to watch the finals and to present the prizes.  This year’s Henderson Bishop Competition will 
remain in the memories of many competitors and spectators and not just for the curling.  
Next trip was to Aberdeen for the World Junior Championships. This unfortunately clashed with 
the World Championship Play off in Perth.  Due to a family bereavement I had to return home mid 
–week but was able to return for the finals.  Both Canadian teams emerged triumphant and Ross 
Whyte’s Junior Boys team took the Silver.  I had the great honour of presenting the medals to all 
the teams. 
Then followed the Morton at Kirkcaldy on the 13th and we thank Gail once again for travelling 
from Stranraer to help with the Ice Making, and to Kirkcaldy Ladies Centre for their hard work in 
providing lunch and a lovely afternoon tea with home baking.  
A few days later Bob and I travelled to the World women’s championship in North Bay, Canada. 
Again, the weather intervened and flights were cancelled, but we were lucky and only suffered a 
45 minute delay, as the plane was de-iced in a blizzard in London.  It was bitterly cold, in North 
Bay but brilliant sunshine and a very warm welcome from the Canadians.  It was great to be there 
to support the girls, along VP Margaret and her husband Norman, Team Fleming’s parents and 
Jim and Liz Cullen.  After a slow start they showed fine form by beating both the Olympic and 
Silver Medallists, Sweden and Korea and came close in the Canadian game. The competition 
was won by Jennifer Jones and her Canadian team.  Off ice we all spent time meeting with other 
spectators, officials and competitors.  The enthusiasm of Canadians for the sport of curling was 
enormous – many were just followers of the sport and not even curlers.  If only we could get more 
media coverage to enthuse our public.  
After the games we travelled to Toronto and toured the city and Niagra Falls.  Later we met with 
relations and stayed on their farms in Stratford before flying back to Scotland. 
My last two duties in April were chairing the LSC meeting and a Board meeting at Ochil House. 
Attending Board meetings was a very enlightening experience and I am now able to understand a 
lot more about the business side of our organisation and the links with Sport Scotland and British 
Curling and how they play a big part in keeping our organisation functioning.   
We have a great sport –it can be played by people of all ages and abilities or none, from any walk 
of life (although it used to be mainly farming); it keeps you fit and active and has an excellent 
social side, creating lasting friendships.  It has many volunteers who give of their time willingly to 
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promote the sport and encourage new curlers.  In our elite teams we have great role models for 
them to follow and be inspired.   
The recent move to Scottish Curling was controversial in the way it was introduced but is now 
generally accepted as good marketing and a help in promoting our sport, although there is still 
confusion among many as to the role of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club. The Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club is still in existence and is our governing body.  
During my year it has been a great honour to represent the RCCC and support our teams at 
National and International level. 
Thank you to WCF President, Past President and Honorary President of Ladies Branch Kate 
Caithness for coming here today and for your support. 
I’d also like to thank my Vice President Margaret and Junior Vice President Morag who have 
supported me all the way, thank you to Gail who has been mine of information and to Past 
presidents Jan Howard and Marion Fraser, for their help and guidance.  I appreciate so many 
people with helpful advice at the end of a telephone or quick email.  Thank you to our members 
on the Ladies Standing Committee who keep up the lines of communication with our club curlers. 
Thank you to Ruth Addinall for her excellent minute taking.  Thank you too to RCCC President 
Jim Cullen and his wife Liz who have accompanied us on our trips. 
I have appreciated the help of Bruce Crawford and the office staff at Ochil House. Thank you 
Thank you to all the Umpires, Coaches, Volunteers, RCCC Board and all the various RCCC 
Committees and Ice rink staff throughout the country for their support and efforts for our sport 
ensuring the continuation of Curling at all levels. 
I’d like to thank Ann Gibb and Northern Counties Lady Curlers and also my own club Nairn Ladies 
for their help in welcoming you here today; and for providing the afternoon tea following our AGM. 
At this stage can I add that any leftover baking will be for sale and the proceeds donated to our 
charity for Children with Cancer. 
Thanks go too to my husband Bob and my family for their support and patience as I travelled to 
various destinations around the country.  
Thank you to everyone here today for your attendance and for giving me the honour and privilege 
of being your President.  (Applause) 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report 

President Margaret:  May I now call upon Treasurer Gail Munro to report on the Ladies Branch 
accounts. 
 
Treasurer Gail:  Honorary President Kate, President Margaret, Past Presidents, sister curlers 
and friends.  The Treasurer’s role this year really has been a simple, uneventful one this with only 
a few transactions and very little movement in the account. 
 
My thanks must go to our President Margaret who had made many trips to her local bank branch 
to make deposits on my behalf and then communicate with me and the office exactly what to 
expect to see on the statements.  That leaves me to thank Nicola from the RCCC office who 
would gently encourage me to keep her informed of transactions and keep things up-to-date, she 
really did do a great job keeping me on my toes!  She also produced the Balance Sheet you can 
see in the back of your programme, so, thank you Nicola. 
I believe the accounts to be self-explanatory, but I would be willing to answer any questions you 
might have on them 
No Questions…… Time up! 
 
Ladies, it gives me great pleasure, for the last time, to propose the adoption of the Ladies Branch 
accounts for the season 2017-18. 
 
President Margaret: Thank you Gail (Applause) and now could I ask for a seconder please? 
 
Seconder: Fiona Rutherford (Glenfarg Ladies):  I second this report  
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(See Annex A of these minutes for a copy of the Ladies’ Branch Accounts for the Year Ended 30 
April 2017). 
 
President Margaret: Thank you Fiona.  
Could I now ask RCCC CEO Bruce Crawford to give his report. 

 
9. RCCC Report 

Bruce Crawford:  President Margaret, Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.  It is a great 
pleasure to return to this hotel in Nairn, I came here to a certain dinner but have lost all memory of 
the occasion.  Thank you for inviting me to join you at your AGM today to report on some of the 
work of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club over the last year.   
As we have grown accustomed, the Olympic and Paralympic season is the busiest in any four 
year period.  This season was no exception, with British men, women and wheelchair teams (all 
Scottish Athletes’), participating in the action in Pyeongchang and watching good coverage on the 
BBC and Channel 4. 
The new Curl Fest initiative took place last October, it started the process to start the promotions 
to attract new people into the ice rinks.  This new initiative was created by our Membership 
Development Committee and we chose to work with a charity partner Cash for Kids.  At ten ice 
rinks CurlFest offered lots of fun with bungee runs, meet the Olympians, face painting and on ice 
games. It was designed to attract a new audience to try curling that hadn’t done so before.  
Working with the charity helped us to reach new audiences of families, who hadn’t tried curling 
before. 
Try Curling brought almost 3,000 people to have a go at curling this season with a focus around 
the Olympics and Paralympic games.  We already know 151 of them joined local clubs, which is 
an unprecedented number within the first season that signed up to join a club. 
We ended the year with 632 clubs including the addition of Culloden Academy and Larbert CC.  
Janet Pollock (Johnstone & District Curling Club) reached 50 years of membership of RCCC and 
she will be invited to the RCCC AGM, at which she will be officially recognised. 
The following 9 women also joint an elite group: Anne Strathdee, Moira Bannerman, Jen Couper, 
Sandra Tough (all 69 CC); Jean Hammond, Valerie Mahon, Patricia Watson, Norma Hunter (all 
Peebles Ladies CC); Eileen Fleming (Lesmahagow Ladies CC).  Were on 3 teams that earned 8-
ender awards this season. 
This summer we will be conducting a number of reviews, including the RCCC Strategic Plan as 
we prepare the plan for 2019-23.  We are also having a significant review of competitions this 
season.  I would encourage all of you to contribute to these reviews which will help shape the 
future of your sport.   
We saw a great turn out in Aberdeen for the World Junior Curling Championships and I hope that 
many of you will come to Stirling next season to cheer on the Scottish Team at the World 
Wheelchair Curling Championships on 3rd to10th March 2019. 
On behalf of the Board I would like to thank Margaret for her enthusiasm and commitment that 
she has brought to the role of Ladies President.  We have enjoyed your company and 
contributions to the board and committees.  Margaret also featured centrally in the celebration of 
International Women’s’ Day, when she and all the women’s’ teams gathered on the ice at the 
World Juniors in Aberdeen. I hope that you will cherish lots of happy memories from your 
involvement in the organisation, and I am sure we will remain in touch. 
I will close now and thank all our members here today who have given up their time to support 
Scottish Curling this year and we look forward to working with you in future.  Thank you 
(Applause) 
 
President Margaret: Thank you very much Bruce 
 

10. Report on Ladies’ Competitions 
President Margaret: We now move on to Item 10 which is the reports on Ladies Competitions. 
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a. The Scottish Women’s Championship: 10th– 17th February at Dewar's Centre, Perth.  
Five teams entered.  The Final was between Team Fleming: Hannah Fleming, Jennifer 
Dodds, Alice Spence and Vicky Wright and Team Jackson: Sophie Jackson, Naomi 
Brown, Mili Smith and Sophie Sinclair.  Team Fleming won and went on to play Team 
Muirhead: Eve Muirhead, Anna Sloan, Vicky Adams, Lauren Gray and Kelly Wood in the 
World Championship Playoff in Perth from 3rd- 4th March.  Team Fleming won and went 
on to represent Scotland in the Women's World Championships in North Bay, Canada   

 
b. The Scottish Junior Women’s Championship: 23rd– 28th January in Curl Aberdeen. 

Nine teams entered, and the final was between Team Bryce: Amy Bryce, Molly Keen, 
Layla Al-Saffar and Jane Barr and Team Morrison: Rebecca Morrison, Amy MacDonald, 
Hailey Duff and Leanne McKenzie.  Team Morrison won and went on to represent 
Scotland at the World Junior Championships in Aberdeen 

 
c. The Scottish Senior Women’s Championship:  21st– 25th February at Intu Braehead. 

Fourteen teams entered and were split in to two sections.  The final was between Team 
Kesley: Susan Kesley, Fran Stretton, Vicky Gumley and Morna Aitken and Team 
Robertson: Wendy Henderson, Margaret Robertson, June Swan and Venetia Scott.  
Team Kesley won and went on to represent Scotland at the World Senior Women's 
Championships in Oestersund, Sweden. 

 
d. The National Masters Women’s Championship: 18th– 21st January at Greenacres. 

Ten teams entered and were divided into two sections of five.  The final was between 
Team McCorkell: Aileen McCorkell, Mara Lindsay, Robina Gilbertson, Fiona Bain and 
Lillian McIntyre and Team Semple: Elaine Semple, Alison MacLennan, Maggie 
Rutherford and Sheila Cowan.  Team Semple won. 

 
e. The Henderson Bishop Trophy:  26th February – 1st March.  Twenty teams took part in 

the final over four days at Lanarkshire Ice Rink.  In the final for the Henderson Bishop 
trophy, Ayr skipped by Margaret Agnew, with Gail Thomson, Alison Cunningham and 
Anne Anderson were the winners over Aberdeen team skipped by Rhiann Mcleod with 
Kim Brewster, Lorna Smith and Claire Perras.   
In the Low road the Cherrystone final was won by the Stranraer team skipped by Kate 
Adams with Christine Canon, Katie Wright and Louise Kerr over the Dumfries team 
skipped by Claire Sloan with Gillian Graham, Caroline Donaldson and Gweneth Graham. 
 

f. The Morton Trophy: The 52nd Anniversary of the Morton Final took place at Fife Ice 
Arena, Kirkcaldy on the 14th March.  In the semi-finals Kinross beat Stranraer.  Aberdeen 
played Stirling and as Aberdeen had only 11 players they forfeited one of the games by 2 
points and 6 shots, so lost on shots after an extra end was played in a tight match.  Going 
on into the final Stirling beat Kinross two games to one. 

 
11. Reports of the Women’s International Championships 

President Margaret:  I would now like to ask for reports on the women’s curling championships. 
Unfortunately, at this year no one from the women’s team is available to report on the European 
Curling Championships, The World Junior Curling Championships or the World Senior 
Championship; however, Vice President Margaret Nicol and Junior Vice President Morag 
Wellman will read the team reports for these. 

 
a. The European Curling Championships:  

Vice President Margaret Nicol:  a report from Eve Muirhead 
President, Ladies and Gentlemen.  We arrived in St Gallen, Switzerland after a straight 
forward days travelling along with our support team and the guys team.  Both teams get on 
great so this made for plenty laughs along the way! (We can vouch for that as we were on the 
same flight as them) 
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The team were in good spirits and ice was good, Switzerland was stunning as usual and we 
began our quest for medals.  
We kicked off with Sweden followed by Russia.  This was always going to be a tough start but 
you can never expect it to be easy.  Losing to Sweden we bounced back with an extra end 
win against the Russians.  Next few games we played well as a team and got stronger and 
stronger as the playoffs loomed.  
We secured our place in the playoff stages, now 2 straight semi-finals, not page playoff how it 
used to be.  
We were up against the strong, home nation Switzerland.  4-2 down after 6 we knew we had 
a slight hill to climb. 
But we knew it wasn’t over until the last stone was thrown.  As a team we battled hard with 
our coach from Canada, Glenn Howard on the sidelines along with Kelly our 5th and brought 
our A game for the last 2 ends.  Took 3 to go 1 up and stole 10.  
We were in the European final! 
Sweden beat Italy in the other semi-final so this resulted in a Sweden- Scotland final.  
We were playing well scoring in the even ends and controlling the game. With an array of 
Scotland flags and supporters in the crowd we used this to our advantage and won the gold 
medal!  
It was great to have made the podium and medal for 8th Europeans running, and there is no 
better feeling than getting the gold medal around your neck! 
Thanks to the coaches and support staff for their efforts throughout the week and 5th man 
Kelly for all your hard work.  
This summer is going to look a little different for us and we are looking forward to a break.  
Vicki is getting married next month in Mexico, Lauren is heading to Australia and New 
Zealand for traveling adventures and Anna is looking forward to riding her new horse. 
Unfortunately for me I had to undergo hip surgery.  Playing with constant pain is no fun but 
I'm happy to say the operation went well and all manageable.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
 
President Margaret: Thank you Margaret. 
 

b. The World Women’s Curling Championships:  
President Margaret:  I am pleased to say that we have Hannah with us, can I now ask 
Hannah for her report please. 
Hannah Fleming:  President Margaret, Honoured Guests, Honorary President Kate, Ladies 
and Gentlemen.  The 2018 Ford Women’s World Championships was held in the wonderfully 
friendly town of North Bay, Ontario, Canada.  To qualify to get there was no easy task and 
with a slight change of format to previous years 
First of all was the Scottish Championships, a title that has eluded me for too long!  Lifting that 
trophy has been a moment I have been dreaming of for the last 8 years, so to finally get there 
with three of the most hard working and determined girls by my side was an amazing feeling.  
Phase 1 complete. Now to phase 2, the world play-off against the Olympic Team. 
Team Muirhead has pipped us to the post more times that I care to remember, but this time 
we felt ready, prepared and more confident than we have ever been before.  This showed in 
our performance as we, as a team played the best curling that we have done all season, 
resulting in us winning the play-offs in the two games and earning us the tight to represent 
Scotland at the Worlds. 
It was a very quick turnaround, with just a week to book flights, get our kit, arrange practice 
ice, book hotels, arrange time off work and most importantly get dresses for the closing 
banquet!! 
We flew into Ottawa and had a few days training and recovering before driving up to North 
Bay.  We instantly felt welcome and were treated like royalty.  The people of North Bay and all 
the 401 volunteers went above and beyond to make our stay an enjoyable one. 
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The first time we stepped out into the arena we were blown away.  It held 4000 people and 
was often filled to the brim, which made for some noisy sessions, especially when Canada 
were playing but the atmosphere was electric. 
We felt good; surprisingly relaxed given that it was our first experience on the world stage, but 
most of all excited and proud that we had got ourselves into this position.  But, sometimes 
curling you can be a frustrating game, sometimes you don’t get the rubs going your way and 
sometimes you just don’t play the way you know you can.  Despite the extremely 
disappointing start, we kept it together, supported each other just like we had been all season; 
dug deep and pulled out some brilliant performances, finishing off the round robin on 7 losses 
and 5 wins.  Beating Olympic Gold Medallists Sweden and Silver Medallists Korea and we 
gave Canada a very good run for their money!  It was however too little too late as we missed 
out on the play-off stages and finished 9th place out of 13. 
Before the competition started we made a pact with each other that no matter what 
happened, we would do our up-most to learn from the experience, keep positive and above all 
else enjoy it.  I am pleased to report that we did indeed do all of that! 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our coach Nancy for all her hard work and dedication; 
without her we would not have never achieved the success that we have in the last two 
seasons.  Also, thanks to British Curling, UK Sport and the Scottish Institute of Sport for their 
support and to all of the Performance staff we have worked with over the years. 
Huge thanks to Lady President Margaret and her husband Bod, Vice President Margaret and 
her husband Norman and RCCC President Jim Cullen and his wife Liz for coming out to 
support us in North Bay; I hope you enjoyed the experience as much as we did. 
Finally, thanks to our parents who not only came out to North Bay but have been there for us 
through the good times and bad, and have cheered for us no matter what. 
Thank you (Applause) 
 
President Margaret: Thank you very much Hannah. 
 

c. The World Junior Curling Championships: 
Vice President Margaret Nicol: a report from Rebecca Morrison 
After delays for many due to the snowy conditions, fortunately all the teams managed to 
arrive in time for the start of the first games at the World Junior Championships this year in 
Aberdeen.   
For our team this was all our first experience at a World Championship, we were all extremely 
excited and honoured to be representing Scotland at a home championship.  
After a good season we were going into the World Juniors with determination to show our 
very best.  We started off well with wins against China, Turkey and Canada and close losses 
against Norway and Switzerland.   
Unfortunately as the week went on we suffered a few more losses, which left us in a 
relegation position, putting Scotland into the B-division next year.  Whilst we are extremely 
disappointed with this result, after some reflection we are very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to represent Scotland and are now excited for what the future will bring for us all.  
We’d like to say thank you to Scottish Curling for making this opportunity possible for us.  
Also, a huge thanks goes to David Ramsay - head coach, Tom Andrews - team coach, James 
Cruickshank - physio and to Sophie, our alternate, for all their help throughout the 
championships, none of this would have been possible without them and for that we are very 
grateful.  Thank you.  (Applause) 

 
President Margaret: Thank you Margaret 
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d. The World Senior Women’s Championship:  
Junior Vice President Morag Wellman: a report from Susan Kesley 
Ladies, may I apologise for not being with you all today to give my report in person, but 
because of my work commitments I’m afraid I can’t attend.  (Probably because of too much 
curling in April!) 
Our journey began with winning the Scottish Seniors Championships in February, followed by 
a busy couple of months, gathering together the extra funding and kit through sponsorship 
and gifts. 
On 18th April we were finally on our way to Ostersund, Sweden, a town in the Arctic Circle, 
sitting on the side of a frozen lake, just beautiful, with lots of lovely shops and restaurants.  
They certainly looked after the many visitors that arrived for the Mixed Doubles and Senior 
Championships.   
We had a practice at the local curling club on the Thursday, what a lovely place, we had a 
wee bit of Ice rink envy.  Then we went up to see the Arena and get our bearings.  It is a great 
facility for a town of that size.  We then walked back to the hotel that was about a mile and a 
half away, but luckily all downhill.  
Friday- was practice day, we had an early start and it was good to get onto the actual 
championship ice.  Afterwards, we had time to explore the area some more. 
Saturday – first game – it was Finland and like most of our games, it was at 8am, that meant 
a 6.50am shuttle bus for our 7.30 first practice.  We won which gave us a great confidence 
boost.   
Our other section games were against, Latvia, Italy, Ireland, Switzerland, New Zealand and 
England, of which we only dropped one game, against Switzerland.   
The Swiss later lost to Finland, so being on equal game record with us it went down to Head 
to Head ranking for the Semi Final spot, they had beaten us so that meant we went to the 
Quarter Finals.  
We then played the Swedish team, who were skipped by the curling superstar Annette 
Norberg.  We had a close game, but Annette didn’t miss a thing against us.  We lost and that 
was us out of the competition.  It was slightly frustrating when she didn’t perform quite as well 
in the semi and third/fourth playoff. 
Although we were disappointed to lose at the quarter final stage, to lose against someone of 
Annette’s calibre made it slightly easier. We had a great time in Ostersund and loved every 
aspect of the competition.  The comradery with the other Scottish Teams, in the Senior Men’s 
and Mixed Doubles was fantastic.   
We would also like to thank the many supporters who came out and managed to support all 
the teams so well and a special thank you sponsors for all their help.  To David Aitken, who 
coached us so well and kept us right with all the intricacies of international competition.  And 
from me, last but not least, a huge thank you to my team Fran, Vicky and Morna for playing so 
well and being such good fun. 
We have thoroughly enjoyed every minute of our 2018 Seniors Journey and have certainly 
gained a lot of experience and have come back determined to have another go next year and 
hopefully qualify for Stavanger. 
 

And lastly, we would like to wish our fellow Currie and Balerno member, Margaret Nicol, all 
the best for her year as President. (Applause) 
 
President Margaret: Thank you very much Morag. 

 
12. Presentations 

President Margaret: We come to present the teams who have brought back medals from trips 
abroad but first of all we will start at home with the Morton Trophy. 
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a. Morton Trophy: Could I please ask Anna Burnside and Michelle Brodie; also any other 
Stirling team members if they are present, to come forward and collect their trophy and 
pennant on behalf of Stirling. (Applause) 
 

b. European Championship: Unfortunately no one is here today to collect their gift, in 
recognition of them winning a gold medal in St Gallen.  Is there anyone here that can take 
their gifts?  If not we can put them to the office and they can collect them when they are 
at the Peak.  Bruce Crawford collected for delivery. 

 
c. Scottish Champions:  Could I please ask Hannah to come forward and collect her team 

brooches in recognition of Team Fleming winning the Scottish Championship.  (Applause) 
 
d. World Mixed Doubles: Unfortunately Barbara McFarlane and Rhiann Macleod are 

unable to be here to collect their gift, in recognition of them winning a gold medal in 
Champery along with Grant Hardie and Billy Morton.  Is there anyone here that can take 
their gifts for them?  Fiona collected and will see that they get their gifts. (Applause) 

 
President Margaret: Before going on to the Election of the Ladies Branch President I am 
pleased to announce that this year we have the Election of Honorary Vice-President.   
We have been without a Vice President for some time and I would like to propose Gail Munro 
for this position.   
Gail has been around the curling scene all her life with her family steeped in curling.  She has 
been successful in both National and International competitions and is a truly knowledgeable 
lady in all things curling.  Despite being an extremely busy lady Gail gives willingly of her free 
time and for the past number of years she has travelled in the very early hours of the morning 
to help prepare the Ice at Kirkcaldy for the Morton Final.   Gail has a massive CV and I just 
cannot cover all her triumphs and activities.  I cannot think of a better person to become our 
Honorary Vice President.   
Can I have a seconder please. 

  
Seconder: Kate Caithness OBE (Honorary President):  I am absolutely delighted to 
second this nomination.  I only heard at lunch time and we go back a long way; 1994 is when 
Gail started in ladies branch and has been part of the ladies branch in various guises, nobody 
deserves this more than you Gail so welcome on board. (Applause) 

  
Gail Munro (Honorary Vice President): It’s not a surprise to me having been asked if I 
would accept the honour, so I did prepare one or two words.   
As Kate alluded to August 1994 was the start of my first term on Ladies Branch Committee 
and since then I had to colluded with my own Ladies Centre at Stranraer to allow me to stay 
in post, and with the constitution allowing for no more than 4 continuous years in office; to get 
around this I would persuade another member of the family, sister, Fiona Hardie or Mum, 
Janet McMillan to take on the role with the promise that it would only be for one season!  And 
even then, I would still offer to substitute if they were unable to attend.   
Then 6 years ago, when Jenny Bain, Fiona Hardie and Mary-Anne McWilliam who were all in 
office, I was offered a more permanent position on the top table as Treasurer and I have to 
say I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the executive committee.  But as you know the 
constraints on my time, at home and work just don’t allow me to give the job as much time as 
I would like to, and I’m delighted that we have someone prepared to take it on.   
I am thrilled and very, very honoured to be given the opportunity to remain as part of the 
Ladies Branch and I will continue to support their efforts for as long as I possibly can so, 
thank you very much.  (Applause) 
 
President Margaret: Thank you very much Gail 
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13. Election of Office Bearers 
Outgoing President Margaret:  We now move to the election of office bearers.  Firstly, to the 
election on the President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club 2018-2019.  
It gives me great pleasure to nominate Vice President Margaret Nicol.  I have every confidence 
that Margaret will be an excellent president, dedicated and hard working.  She has demonstrated 
these qualities throughout her time on the executive. 
 
Could I have a seconder please? 
Seconder: Carolyn Tough, Corstorphine Ladies: Honorary President Kate, President 
Margaret, Past President, President Jim, Sister Curlers, ladies and gentlemen.  I am very pleased 
to second Margaret Nicol as President of the Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling 
Club.  When I was first thinking about what I would say today I was amazed to realise that I have 
actually only known Margaret for a couple of years.  But Margaret is such a warm, outgoing and 
welcoming person, that when you first meet her you quickly feel that you have known her for 
ages!  This quality is going to be a huge benefit to her and to us in the coming year. 
Margaret has been curling for over 30 years in both Ladies and Mixed clubs.  She has served on 
many committees throughout her life both in curling and in other areas.  This, along with her many 
years on the Ladies Standing Committee and her year as JVP and VP will stand her in good 
stead as President of the Ladies Branch. 
I have every confidence in Margaret and on behalf of Edinburgh Murrayfield Ladies Centre we 
wish her well in her new post and offer her our full support. Thank you. (Applause) 
Margaret and Margaret exchange presidential badges. 

 
Outgoing President Margaret: It gives me great pleasure Margaret, to present to you the 
President’s Rose Bowl and President flash, I wish you all the very best for the future.   Thank you.  
(Applause) 

 
President Margaret - Introductory Speech:  
Honorary President Kate, immediate past President Margaret and all Past Presidents, Brother 
and Sister Curlers, invited Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, and husband!  It is a great honour to 
be appointed President of Ladies Branch of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club and I have much 
pleasure in accepting.  It is a privilege and a responsibility to represent you all and I will work very 
hard to ensure that I do this. 
There are a few people I would like to thank starting with Past Presidents Margaret & Jan, Junior 
Vice President Morag and President Jim they have all provided much valuable advice and support 
during the past two years and I will continue to work to the high standards they have all set.  My 
thanks to my local Ladies Centre at Murrayfield, Pentland Ladies and Currie & Balerno for all their 
help and support.  It is very much appreciated. 
This will be my fifth year on the Ladies Standing Committee and I look forward to the work that we 
will do this year in consolidating and developing the place of women curlers in the structure of the 
Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  I will support Graham Lindsay, the incoming president of Royal 
Caledonian Curling Club, in his role and work collaboratively with him to ensure Ladies Branch 
retain its strong voice within curling. 
Unlike some of you in the audience here today, I am not part of a curling dynasty.  I started curling 
30 plus years ago following an informal come and try at Gogar Park Curling Club.  We liked it, so 
my husband and I got some coaching, joined a club and the rest is history.  I have held several 
committee positions within my mother club & ladies centre.  Currently, I am a director of 
Edinburgh Curling Club and company secretary.  
Curling has given me much enjoyment, fun and many many friends and I hope that I can give as 
much back to the sport as it has given me.  The year ahead will be challenging and exciting but I 
look forward to it. 
I would now like to focus on Margaret our outgoing president.  She is a hard act to follow in so 
many ways.  You have heard her report of all the activities she has undertaken.  She has worked 
tirelessly on our behalf, travelling up and down the country, to chair and represent us on 
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committees, and attend competitions both here and aboard.  This has all been done with great 
commitment, also a sense of humour.  It has been great to accompany her to both the European 
Championships in Switzerland and the Womens’ Worlds Championships in Canada and to see 
what a smooth operator she is. 
It would be very remise of me not to mention Bob, Margaret’s husband, who has been her faithful 
companion on many of her trips to competitions.  His sense of humour and willingness to engage 
people in conversation has been an asset.   
Margaret you have our grateful thanks for all your hard work you have been a great ambassador. 
At this point it would be normal practice to wish Margaret well in her “retirement” and hope she 
enjoys her return to other activities which have been shelved in the past year.  But no, she is not 
getting away that easy we have an incoming Swedish tour in October and Margaret has 
volunteered to act as courier on that so her duties are not quite over yet. 
Margaret, we wish you well.  Please accept the Past President’s Badge and this gift on behalf of 
Ladies Branch, thank you very much. (Applause) 
President Margaret presented Margaret with a memorial gift from the Ladies Branch in recognition 
of their appreciation.  
 
Election of Vice President 
President Margaret:  We now come to the election of Vice President, I propose Morag Wellman, 
Junior Vice President be Vice President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  
Morag has been a great support as Junior Vice President and I look forward to continuing to work 
with her.  
 
Can I have a seconder please? 
Seconder: Irene Baillie (Dunfermline Ladies):  I have known Morag for many many years and 
we regularly curl together playing seniors and master.  The pinnacle of Morag’s curling career, 
apart from her seat at the top table today, was winning a silver medal at the seniors in 2012.  
Morag is the person you want to have seated next to you at a dinner party, she is intelligent with 
the ability to put everyone at ease and has a wicked sense of humour.  I am proud to call her my 
friend and I am proud to second the nomination as Vice President and wish you all the best 
(Applause) 

 
President Margaret: I will now like to present Morag with her Vice President Badge and ask her 
to say a few words. 
 
Vice President Morag Wellman – Introductory Speech: 
Honorary President Kate, Immediate Past President Margaret, President Margaret, Past 
Presidents, sister curlers, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Thank you, Margaret and Irene, for your kind 
words and your support.  It is a great honour for me, my mother club, Fossoway Ladies and 
Kinross & District Ladies Branch to accept this nomination of Vice President and I have much 
pleasure in accepting. 
I have enjoyed the past year as Junior Vice, I have learned a great deal from both Margaret’s, 
have seen a lot of good curling at a variety of competitions. 
I hope this year the weather is better, as I don’t want to be snowed in again.  I will work hard to 
support Margaret and the new Junior Vice President in this next year to promote women’s curling 
for all ages and abilities.  Thank you very much for this honour. (Applause) 

 
President Margaret:  It gives me great pleasure to propose Corrie Laurence (Beresford Ladies) 
as Junior Vice President of the Ladies Branch, Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  I have been 
working with Corrie as part of the organising committee for the incoming Swedish Tour and know 
she will be a very effect Junior Vice President. 
 
Can I please have a seconder  
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Seconder: May Steel (Carnel): Honorary President Kate, President Margaret, Past Presidents’, 
sister and brother curlers.  On behalf of the members of the Ayr Curling Club I am delighted to 
second the nomination of Corrie as Junior Vice President of ladies’ branch.   
Corrie has been curling for more than twenty years in Ayr and has been very involved locally 
during that time serving as Secretary and President of local clubs, before being Lady President of 
Ayr Curling Club in 2012.  This was followed in 2013 when she captained a very successful and 
enjoyable RCCC Ladies tour to Sweden.  She has been the LSC rep for Ayr and is on the 
committee of the incoming Swedish tour this autumn.  Added to that, Corrie has represented Ayr 
successfully in the Morton finals. 
Although she has spent most of her married life in Ayrshire, she was born in Inverness and 
brought up in Skye and Fort William, followed by University in Aberdeen, where she met her 
husband Euan, and married soon after graduation. She has two sons and five grandchildren. 
She was a teacher in Ayrshire for over thirty years, latterly as principal teacher.  She was also 
Vice President of the Scottish Guidance Association. 
Corrie is a very talented lady who will bring these talents to bear in her new position. She can be 
assured that she will have the full support of all the curlers in Ayr during her term in office and we 
wish her well. Thank you (Applause) 

 
Junior Vice President Corrie Lawrence – Introductory Speech: Honorary President Kate, 
President Margaret, Vice President Morag, Past Presidents, sister curlers and invited guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen.  
Thank you Margaret and May for your kind words and for your support.  They are very much 
appreciated.   
It is an honour for me, for my mother club Beresford Ladies and Ayr & District Ladies Branch for 
me to be nominated for the post of Junior Vice President of the Ladies Branch of the RCCC.  I am 
delighted to accept the nomination. 
I can assure everyone that in my new role I will do my best to promote and support curling for 
people of all ages and abilities.  Curling is a great sport and one which also has a hugely 
enjoyable social aspect at its very heart. 
As Junior Vice President I look forward to supporting Margaret and Morag in the coming months 
and years, and to playing my part in continuing the excellent work of the Ladies Branch. 
Thank you (Applause) 

 
President Margaret: Thank you  

 
President Margaret: I would now like to propose Kay Gibb as treasurer for the ladies’ branch of 
the Royal Caledonian Curling Club.  Kay has a very long curling pedigree and she will be a real 
asset to the committee. 
 

 Can I have a seconder please? 
 

Seconder: Gail Munro (Honorary Vice President):    
It’s a delight for me to second the nomination of Kay Gibb.  I have had the pleasure of working 
with Kay on ladies’ branch for many years, we reckon around 15, together; so, I have no hesitation 
to second the nomination and wish you well in your post. Thank you (Applause) 
 
Treasurer Kay Gibb:  Thank you 

 
14. AOCB 

President Margaret: And now that takes us on to the last item on the agenda. There have been 
no formal notifications, has anyone got anything they would like to discuss before I move on? 
 

 No, thank you. I have a few dates for your diaries before we enjoy an excellent tea. 
 

• The Royal Caledonian Curling Club AGM is on 16th June 2018 at 2.00pm at Kelso Ice 
Rink. 
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• The Incoming Swedish Tour starts in Aberdeen on 26th October 2018 and departs from 
Edinburgh on 4th November 2018. 

• The Henderson Bishop Finals will be at Stranraer Ice Rink on the 25th to 28th February 
2019. 

• The Morton Final will be at Kirkcaldy Ice Rink on 12th March 2019. 
• The Ladies Branch AGM will be on 7th May 2019 at Murrayfield Ice Rink 

 
Can I ask you to look out for the home and international competition dates on the RCCC website 
along with lots of other information from Ladies Branch and various committees.  Also make your 
vote count for the Scottish Curling awards. 

 
15. Vote of Thanks 

President Margaret: Can I now ask Ann Gibb from Northern Counties Ladies to give the vote of 
thanks.   
 
Ann Gibb (Cawdor):  President Margaret, Immediate Past President Margaret, Honorary 
President Kate, Honorary Vice President Gail, Past Presidents, President Jim, Honoured Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen.  On behalf of Northern County Lady Curlers I am delighted to give the 
vote of thanks this afternoon. 
To Past President Margaret thank you for presiding so ably over the first part of this meeting.  
Margaret has had a very busy year as President, she has travelled up and down the A9 clocking 
up hundreds if not thousands of miles representing and supporting ladies curling, both here and 
internationally.  Also thank you for a very interesting and comprehensive presidential report, the 
PowerPoint gave us an even greater insight into your very busy year.  You deserve a well-earned 
rest.  I would like to thank Margaret and her family on behalf of the Ladies Standing Committee for 
a supper evening held at the Community Centre last night.  I would also like to thank Bob, 
Margaret’s looong-suffering husband, for all the support he has given her over the past few years.   
Congratulations to our new President Margaret, we wish you and your committee a successful 
and enjoyable year. 
Thank you to the Muthu Newton Hotel staff for looking after us so well today.  To the ladies of 
Northern Counties, a big thank you for the afternoon tea goodies, which I hope you are all about 
to enjoy. 
Finally, thank you all for coming today and I wish you a safe journey home. Thank you (Applause) 
 
President Margaret: Thank you Ann 

 
So, the AGM is now concluded.  Thank you for coming and I look forward to welcoming you next 
year to Edinburgh.  Tea is now served; I hope we all have a good summer and safe travels. 
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Annex A 
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